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I.
Introduction:


The 22nd Session of COMCEC requested the General Secretariat (in paragraph 1 [II (iv) of Resolution No.1] to continue to submit to the annual sessions of the COMCEC a periodical review of the implementation of the Plan of Action. This review is submitted in pursuance of the resolution.

II.
Background Information on the Plan of Action:

The Plan of Action to Strengthen Economic and Commercial Cooperation among the Member States was adopted by the Third Islamic Summit Conference meeting held in Makkah Al Mukarramah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, on 25-28 January 1981. The Sixth Islamic Summit entrusted the COMCEC to draw up a new strategy for the Plan of Action to Strengthen Economic and Commercial Cooperation among OIC Member States, taking into consideration the changes that took place in the world since the adoption of the Plan of Action in 1981. Accordingly, a revised Plan was approved by the Tenth Session of the COMCEC (22-25 October 1994). This document together with the Strategy approved earlier by the COMCEC was endorsed by the Seventh Islamic Summit Conference (Casablanca, 13-15 December 1994) in its Resolution 8/7-E(IS). The 1994 Plan identified the sectoral objectives and programmes of action in the following fields:

· Food, Agriculture and Rural Development; 
· Industry; 
· Energy and Mining; 
· Foreign Trade; 
· Transport and Communications; 
· Tourism; 
· Money, Banking and Capital Flows; 
· Technology and Technical Cooperation; 
· Human Resource Development; and

· Environment.

The COMCEC Follow-up Committee at its eleventh meeting considered the technical and organizational issues of holding an inter-sectoral meeting and recommended that, instead of holding one inter-sectoral meeting to initiate the implementation of the Plan of Action, a more practical approach would be to hold more than one meeting to deal either with one area or a number of inter-related areas at a time. The Eleventh COMCEC accepted the recommendation and invited the member states to host both sectoral and inter-sectoral meetings.

III. 
Mechanism for the Implementation of the Plan:


As per the provision of the “Follow-up and Implementation Mechanism” which forms integral part of the Plan of Action, the process of implementation of specific cooperation projects in each of the ten priority sectors is to commence through holding of sectoral Expert Group Meetings. The mandate given to the Expert Group Meetings in each sector/area of the Plan is to review the requirements for action and make proposals. The Expert Group Meetings are to be held to identify specific cooperation projects. Subsequently, “project committees” are to be formed with interested Member States under the chairmanship of the country originally proposing the project(s). The responsibility of implementing any project remains with the concerned project committee(s).

IV.
Implementation of the Plan:


Since adoption of the revised Plan all meetings of the COMCEC, Islamic Summit Conferences and the Islamic Conferences of Foreign Ministers appealed to the Member States to host sectoral Expert Group Meetings (EGM) to identify specific cooperation projects.

The Government of the Republic of Turkey hosted the Expert Group Meeting on Money, Finance and Capital Flows in Istanbul from 1-3 September 1997. The Government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan organized the Expert Group Meeting on Foreign Trade Facilitation of the OIC Member States in Karachi from 24-25 October 1997. The Government of the Republic of Turkey organized the Expert Group Meeting on Technology and Technical Cooperation in Istanbul from 6-8 May 1998.

A number of cooperation projects and project ideas emerged from these meetings. The reports of the Expert Group Meetings, along with the project proposals, were transmitted to all Member States with the request to indicate their interest in writing to the General Secretariat. Those Member States which submitted project ideas, have been requested to provide the necessary details on their project proposals in the prescribed Projects Profile Forms. Member States that have indicated interest in the project ideas proposed by the OIC institutions have been requested to submit these as their proposals so that the same can be circulated to all Member States. 

Despite the efforts made, the slow progress in implementation of the OIC Plan of Action became a source of concern for the COMCEC. The 15th Session of the COMCEC adopted a resolution expressing concern over the “slow progress of the implementation of the Plan of Action” and recommended to the Follow-up Committee at its next meeting to “suggest best possible remedies to alleviate the situation”. Accordingly, the Follow-up Committee at its 16th Meeting held in Istanbul on 9-11 May 2000 deliberated on the possible ways and means to accelerate the implementation of the Plan and forwarded a number of recommendations to the 16th Session of COMCEC.


The COMCEC further agreed that the Sessional Committee of the COMCEC was the appropriate body to supervise the activities of the concerned OIC institutions and to coordinate their activities in fulfilling their mandate regarding the implementation of the Plan of Action.  Accordingly, it adopted the necessary modifications in the Statute and the Rules of Procedure of COMCEC.






The Sessional Committee with its new responsibility under the modified Statute and the Rules of Procedure (as approved by the 19th COMCEC) already initiated its work having held so far nine meetings, reports of which had been submitted to COMCEC as well as circulated to the Member States.

 The 19th COMCEC appealed to the Member States that were the proponents of projects to expedite the formation of the project committees as envisaged in the Plan of Action with a view to implementing the projects proposed at the sectoral experts group meetings. The Sessional Committee also agreed to review all the projects proposed by the sectoral EGMs. Accordingly, the General Secretariat circulated the aforementioned project proposals to all Member States with the request to indicate their interest on them. Additionally, the sponsors of the projects were requested to fill in the project profile forms and to send their responses to the General Secretariat. In the interest of avoiding any further delay in making progress in the implementation of the Plan of Action, Member States sponsoring projects were requested to communicate their responses by 15 May 2004 with the stipulation (as directed by COMCEC) that, should there be no response from a sponsor within the deadline, it would be assumed that the sponsor was no longer interested in the project and it would be removed from the list of projects. This was followed up by a reminder (addressed to the Permanent Representatives of the Member States sponsoring projects) on 30 August 2004. 

At the 5th Sessional Committee Meeting, held during the 20th Session of the COMCEC in November 2004, the project proposals which had already been proposed at the three sectoral expert group meetings (Money, Finance and Capital Flows; Foreign Trade Facilitation; Technology and Technical Cooperation) were reviewed. After deletion of some project proposals from the project list due to their earlier realization or absence of interest, the Sessional Committee adopted a new project list. The 20th COMCEC, taking note of the review undertaken by the Sessional Committee at its fourth and fifth meetings on the project proposals, approved in principle the deletion of the projects listed in paragraph 16 of the Report of the 5th Sessional Committee Meeting. 

At the 6th Sessional Committee Meeting held during the 28th Session of the Islamic Commission for Economic, Cultural and Social Affairs in Jeddah on 4 May 2005, some OIC institutions were assigned as coordinator for the implementation of the six priority projects. The 21st Meeting of the Follow-up Committee of the COMCEC, held in Istanbul on 10-12 May 2005 approved the recommendations of the 6th Sessional Committee including the designation of the some of the subsidiary organs and affiliated institutions of the OIC to coordinate the work needed for the implementation of the six project proposals made by the Republic of Turkey, and called necessary action to be taken towards this end.

The 9th Sessional Committee Meeting held in Istanbul on 20 November 2006, prior to the 22nd Session of the COMCEC, reviewed the progress achieved with respect to the already proposed cooperation projects and also considered the additional projects. The Committee was informed by CCO that the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan had already sent a project proposal entitled “The Antiquities Information System (AIS)” via the General Secretariat of the OIC. The Committee agreed to include this project in the COMCEC project list and designated IRCICA as the Coordinator.
The 10th Sessional Committee Meeting held in Ankara on 28 May 2007, ahead of the 23rd Follow-up of the COMCEC, reviewed the progress achieved with respect to the already proposed cooperation projects. After the presentations delivered regarding all the projects, the Committee expressed its concern on the slow progress of the implementation of the majority of projects, despite concerted efforts of both the sponsors and the coordinators.  It was noted that this was due to the lack of interest on the part of the Member States. The Committee therefore requested Member States, through their senior officials, to adopt a more proactive approach and call upon their focal points to contact the owners and coordinators of projects respectively, at earliest convenience, so as to get them implemented. The Committee also sought the approval of the Senior Officials to delete the projects to which no country has shown interest by the 23rd Session of COMCEC. (The Project List is attached as Annexure)
V.
Follow-up on the Decisions of the 22nd Session of COMCEC:


The appeal addressed by the 22nd Session of COMCEC to Member States who have not yet done so to sign and ratify the various Agreements and Statutes prepared under the auspices of the OIC to help intensify economic cooperation among Member States has been transmitted to all concerned by the General Secretariat. The signing and ratification of  Protocol on the Preferential Tariff Scheme for TPS-OIC (PRETAS) is of particular concern to COMCEC. So far Egypt, Jordan, Malaysia, Syria, Tunis, Turkey, Bangladesh, Cameroon, Pakistan and UAE have signed the PRETAS. Only Malaysia and Jordan have ratified the Agreement. Ratifications by ten Member States are needed to enable PRETAS to enter into force. 
The 2nd Round of Negotiations was launched by the Ministerial Session on 24 November 2006. The 1st Meeting of the Second Round of the Trade Negotiating Committee was held in Istanbul, on 24-26 November, 2006. The 2nd, 3rd and the 4th Meetings of the Second Round of Trade Negotiating Committee were held in Ankara on 27-30 March 2007, 19-22 June 2007, and 10-12 September 2007, respectively. The Meetings made significant progress on the Draft Protocol on the Preferential Tariff Scheme. The Second Round of Negotiations is expected to conclude by the end of 2007.
The 22nd Session of COMCEC requested the Member States that have already offered to host sectoral experts group meetings to expedite the convening of the said meetings. It also appealed to Member States to come forward with proposals for hosting sectoral or inter-sectoral Expert Group Meetings in the priority areas of the Plan of Action, where no EGM has so far been held. The COMCEC also welcomed the offers of some Member States to host various Ministerial meetings, sectoral experts group meetings, regional seminars and workshops. The General Secretariat is in contact with these Member States with a view to making necessary arrangements for holding these meetings and seminars/workshops.
The Fifth Session of the Islamic Conference of Tourism Ministers was held in Baku, Republic of Azerbaijan, on 11-12 September 2006. It welcomed the project on Sustainable Development of Tourism within a Cross-border Network of Park Reserves and Sanctuaries across West Africa, which involves nine member states. The Conference reaffirmed its support to this regional project and appeal for member states, OIC and international institutions to provide necessary political and financial support for the speedy and effective implementation of this regional programme.

The Conference reaffirmed the need to develop partnership between OIC Member States for the development of tourism and in this context reaffirms the importance of the preparation of a strategic plan involving government and private sectors. This strategic plan will encourage entrepreneurial-ship and convergence of views in conformity with the OIC plan of Action and the OIC Ten Year Programme of Action. The conference further underlined the need to ensure human resources development in the area of tourism and hospitality management.

The Conference thanked the Republic of Turkey for hosting an Expert Group Meeting on Tourism Development in Istanbul, on 9-11 May 2007, to prepare the Strategic Plan for Tourism Development in OIC. The Conference requested COMCEC in coordination with the OIC General Secretariat and other concerned institutions to undertake necessary measures for the implementation of this strategic plan which should be in harmony with the OIC Plan of Action to Strengthen Economic and Commercial Cooperation among Member States and the OIC Ten-Year Programme of Action. The following items, among others, are discussed in the plan: Tourism Research and Training; Tourism Marketing and Promotion; Tourism Facilitation; Enhancement of Air Transport Service among Member States. The Conference underlined the need to strengthen the capacity of the General Secretariat to ensure effective follow-up and implementation of all decisions of the ICTM and other fora related to tourism and to contribute effectively in the preparation of the Strategic Plan. In this context, the Conference thanked the Republic of Azerbaijan for hosting, as current Chair of the Islamic Conference of Tourism Ministers (ICTM), a Scientific Conference on the Role of Tourism In the Economies of OIC Countries, held on 21-22 June 2007 in Baku, Azerbaijan.

The 22nd COMCEC reiterated the need to involve the private sector in developing cooperation projects for consideration by the expert group meetings to be held under the various priority areas identified in the Plan of Action. In this regard, the Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) as an affiliated institution of the OIC continued its efforts in organizing private sector meetings as directed by the COMCEC for an effective implementation of the Plan of Action. So far, 11 private sector meetings have been convened in various OIC countries, the last one held in Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain, from 5-7 February 2005. The 12th Private Sector Meeting will be held in Senegal on 21-23 November 2007. The Eleventh Islamic Trade Fair will be held in Senegal on 21-25 November 2007 in cooperation with the Islamic Centre for Development of Trade (ICDT) and the Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI).



 
VI.
Conclusion and Recommendations:

The lack of specific quantitative and temporal targets and objectives constitutes one of the basic problems relating to the slow progress in the implementation of the OIC Plan of Action. Setting a time framework, within which planned actions are expected to be taken and concluded, is a basic condition for effective planning and follow-up. All international action plans and programmes have a time dimension.
On the other hand, while many expert group meetings under the OIC Plan of Action in various sectors could not be held, even when offers to host them have been announced, Tourism Ministers met five times since their first meeting in Isfahan from 2-4 October 2000, thanks to the interest and commitment of four Member State governments. 
When any idea or a project is owned and sponsored by the Member States or the OIC organs and institutions, it is implemented. In fact, several projects on the COMCEC agenda have been realized because they were assigned to various OIC organs and institutions. Based on such observations, some OIC institutions were now assigned as ‘coordinator’ for the implementation of some projects on the agenda of COMCEC. The activities regarding such projects will be reported to the following COMCEC sessions for necessary action. 
Benefiting from the experience of sub-regional and regional economic cooperation schemes involving the OIC member countries is also a very important modality for implementation of the OIC Plan of Action. Therefore, organizing annual meetings between the OIC and existing sub-regional and regional groupings such as ECO, GCC, ECOWAS, WAEMU, etc. will produce significant impact in this respect.










Finally, there is also a need to accelerate the process of signing and ratification of the various agreements and statutes finalized under the aegis of OIC in the economic and commercial fields as these would provide the necessary framework for economic and commercial cooperation among the Member States.

-------------

ANNEXTURE



LIST OF THE PROJECT PROPOSALS

	Serial No.
	               Project Proposals/Ideas
	Proposing State/

Institution
	Interested

Country
	Coordinator


	
	

	
	


	1.
	Technical Cooperation Among Patent Offices in the 
OIC Member States 
	Turkey
	Kazakhstan, Syria,

Morocco, Bangladesh

Pakistan and Yemen
	ICDT

	2.
	Incubator Management Training Among OIC Member States
	Turkey
	
	ICCI

	3.
	Cooperation in the area of Technical Development: Medium Range Regional Turbofan Airliner.
	Turkey
	Kazakhstan 
	

	4.
	Low Cost Imaging-Based Mapping System Applications for Monitoring of Natural and Anthropogenic Changes in OIC Member Countries Coasts.
	Turkey
	Bangladesh/ Turkey
	IUT

	5.
	World Gold Markets and Cooperation Prospects among Islamic Countries.
	Turkey
	
	SESRTCIC

	6.
	Setting up of Regional Companies Specialized in the Organization of Trade Fairs and Exhibitions.
	ICDT
	Burkina Faso
	ICDT

	7.
	Setting up of Permanent Exhibition Halls and organizing a Permanent Virtual Goods Exhibition on the Internet Web Site of ICDT.
	
	
	ICDT

	8.
	Establishment of Energy Technology Network (en-tech-net).
	Turkey
	
	IUT

	9.
	Satellite Control and Monitoring Centre (SATCMC)
	Turkey
	Turkey
	

	10.
	Low Earth Orbit Satellite
	Turkey
	Turkey
	

	11.
	Creation of a Network of Cross-border Parks and Reserves in West Africa.
	Guinea
	Gambia, Guinea Bissau, Mali, Mauritania, Senegal, Sierra Leone.
	ICDT/SESRTCIC

	12.
	Technical Cooperation in the Field of Heritage preservation.
	Jordan
	
	IRCICA
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