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Introduction

This report provides a summary of the technical activities and programmes that have been
conducted by SESRIC towards the implementation of COMCEC Strategy and Ministerial
Policy Recommendations to be submitted to the 35" Ministerial Session of the COMCEC,
which will be held in Istanbul, Turkey on 25-28 November 2019.

The reporting period was characterized by the continuous efforts of the Centre on the
implementation of the cooperation areas of COMCEC, which focus on addressing the
common development problems of the Islamic Ummah and provide solutions, in accordance
with the mandate of SESRIC. Through its multifaceted activities, SESRIC has benefited from
an unwavering support and commitment of the OIC Member States, strategic guidance and
synergy with the OIC General Secretariat, and the support of the COMCEC which, inter alia,
has contributed to a functional and substantial correlation and coherence of the efforts in the
OIC fora.

In brief, since the 34" Session of the COMCEC, SESRIC has studied and assessed economic
and social developments in the OIC member states with a view to generating proposals to
strengthen cooperation among them. The Center continued to prepare regular technical
background reports and research studies on a wide range of socio-economic issues on the
agendas of various OIC conferences and related meetings, particularly the sectoral ministerial
conferences and the annual sessions of the relevant standing committees. In doing so, the
Centre continued to make a significant contribution to the OIC policy dialogue mechanism by
analysing the current situation at the OIC level and suggesting appropriate policy actions to
address the challenges and strengthen intra-OIC cooperation in the relevant fields.

The Center, also continued to play an important role in strengthening and improving the
National Statistical Systems (NSSs) in the member states with a view to producing better
national statistics and thus helping policy-makers introduce better national policies and
strategies. In this context, the Centre contributes significantly to the technical capacity
building of the National Statistical Offices (NSOs) and other constituents of the NSSs of the
OIC Member Countries in its capacity as the Secretariat of OIC Statistical Commission (OIC-
StatCom) and through the Statistical Capacity Building (StatCaB) Programme the flagship
capacity development programme of the Centre.

During the period under review, SESRIC has made efforts to strengthen intra-OIC South-
South cooperation, by implementing a wide-range of capacity building programmes and
training activities on various socio-economic fields of immediate interest to the OIC Member
States. Currently, the Centre has 30 sectoral capacity building programmes covering a wide-
range of areas such as finance, agriculture, health, environment, water resources, poverty
alleviation, natural disaster management, youth employment and tourism. These programmes
are implemented in close cooperation with relevant OIC, international, regional, and national
institutions through various modalities, including trainings, workshops and study visits.



Furthermore, during the period under review, SESRIC signed 9 agreements with the relevant
OIC, national, regional and international institutions in order to strengthen its ties with its
partners for a better implementation of COMCEC Strategy and Ministerial Policy
Recommendations:

No. Partners Date of Agreement
1. | TUBITAK Marmara Research Center (TUBITAK MAM) 13 December 2018
2. | Uyumsoft Corporation 27 December 2018

3 National Foundation for the Centers for Disease Control and 01 January 2019

Prevention (CDC Foundation)

4. | Selguk University 01 March 2019

5 GeneraI_Authc_)rlty for Statistics (GASTAT) of the Kingdom 04 March 2019
of Saudi Arabia

6. | Islamic Cooperation Youth Forum (ICYF) 11 March 2019

7. | Turkish Court of Accounts (TCA) 30 May 2019

8. | The Center for Middle Eastern Studies (ORSAM) 22 August 2019

9 g)lr\ln(c:):;)s National Agency for International Cooperation 23 August 2019

In the light of the above, this report highlights the activities of SESRIC in accordance with
the seven cooperation areas of the COMCEC Strategy namely: Intra-OIC Trade; Enhancing
the Role of Private Sector in Economic Cooperation; Improving Transport and
Communications; Developing a Sustainable and Competitive Tourism Sector; Increasing
Productivity of Agriculture Sector and Sustaining Food Security; Alleviating Poverty and
Deepening Financial Cooperation.

AGENDA ITEMS:

1. INTRA-OIC TRADE

2. ENHANCING THE ROLE OF PRIVATE SECTOR IN ECONOMIC
COOPERATION

3. IMPROVING TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS
4. DEVELOPING A SUSTAINABLE AND COMPETITIVE TOURISM SECTOR

5. INCREASING PRODUCTIVITY OF AGRICULTURE SECTOR AND
SUSTAINING FOOD SECURITY

6. ALLEVIATING POVERTY
7. DEEPENING FINANCIAL COOPERATION



1. INTRA-OIC TRADE

The following activities were implemented by SESRIC under the agenda item on intra-OIC
trade:

OIC Capacity Building Programmes (O1C-CaB):

No Subject Date Beneficiary Provider/Partner Venue
Palestine Palestinian’s
i} (The Arab Shippers Council
Training Course on 37 Chamber of and the OIC Al Ram and
1 " > " November . East Jerusalem,
International Trade Commerce & Representative .
2019 . Palestine
Industry- Office to the State
Jerusalem) of Palestine
Burkina Faso Morocco
(Ministry of (General
Training Course on Trade, Industry Directorate of
"Facilitating Transit 18-20 and Crafts Trade / Ministry
2 Trade with an November (MCIA) / National of Industry, %ﬁi?gslg;g’
Emphasis on WTO 2019 Committee for Investment, Trade
TFA" Trade Facilitation and Digital
(CNFE) of Economy of
Burkina Faso) Morocco)

e Trade and Investment Relations among the Member States of the Turkic Council:
Current State and Prospects for Regional Integration: This report investigates the
current trade and investment patterns in Turkic Council Member Countries which are also
members of the OIC, namely Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkey. Among
other objectives, the report is trying to identify the bottlenecks in promoting trade and
investment among the Turkic Council Member States, and propose alternative policy
measures on how to enhance them.

e OIC Statistics Database (OICStat): SESRIC hosts 19 indicators under the Trade
category in the OIC Statistics Database (OICStat) which is periodically updated and can
be accessed at http://www.sesric.org/oicstat.php.



2. ENHANCING THE ROLE OF PRIVATE SECTOR IN ECONOMIC COOPERATION

The following activities were implemented by SESRIC under the agenda item of enhancing
the role of private sector in economic cooperation:

OIC Capacity Building Programmes (O1C-CaB):

No Subject Date Beneficiary Provider/Partner Venue
atar .
Statistics Course on 3-4 | Q i Malaysia
1 “Manufacturing and December * Sag':ilgt?cind (Department of Doha, Qatar
Construction Statistics” 2018 - isti
Authority (PSA)) Statistics (DoS))
Statistics Course on 10-12 (PI Qétar d Indonesia
2 o AP December anning an _Statisti Doha, Qatar
Price Statistics 2018 Statistics (BIPn %osrfzgizt)lcs Q
Authority (PSA))
SESRIC, IsDB,
Turkey (TIKA,
. TUBITAK Marmara
Thsfstgtzézri\:c?ietgng 21-28 Sudan Technopark Khartoum
3 | Development of Africa Ja;rg)ulagry (ﬁf”fa City of (MAﬁaﬁ/%?;i?ludag Sudan
City of Technology” Technology (ACT)) Technology
Development Zone
(ULUTEK))
Azerbaijan TIKA, UNDP
. . roaian, Istanbul International
Panel Discussion on Nigeria, Center for Private
“Private Sector Pakistan, Sector in
Engagement in South- Palestine, Sudan Buenos
. 20 March . Development .
4 South and Triangular 2019 Tunisia, Turkey (I1CPSD) and United Aires,
Cooperation for and other Nations Office for Argentina
Sustainable participants of the South-South
Development” BAPA+40 Cooperation
Conference (UNpOSSC)
TIKA, IsDB,
TUBITAK Marmara
Sudan Technopark Bursa &
5 Training on the "ERP 24-31 (The African City (MARTEK), Kocaeli
System Design" March 2019 of Technology ULUTEK Turkey’
(ACT)) Technology
Development Zone
(ULUTEK)




IsDB, ULUTEK
Technology

g - - - . Sudan
';?Q:Tlll I,:rflrziigcé:ni tV';'ct 20 March- . . Development Zone Bursa &
6 | Techmoloav o Teum. | 05 Aprl (The African City | () UTEK), Turkish | Kocaeli,
" gyT ) 2019 of Technology Cooperation and Turkey
parks in Turkey (ACT)) Coordination Agency
(TIKA)
Egypt
Study Visit on , Jordan (Central Agency for :
. 16-18 April gency Cairo,
7 | “Consumer Price Index P Department of Public Mobilization
" 2019 pa - Egypt
(CPI) Statistics (DoS)) and Statistics
(CAPMAS))
Iran
(representatives
from the private Islamic Chamber
Workshop on the sector, provincial Research and
8 Entrffrfae:;?rghi 30 April-01 Chaf_“'?ef& Information Center Tehran,
p P May 2019 | @academicians and (ICRIC) and the Iran
Strategies on SMEs the developers of |13 mic Cooperation
Development” the SME policies | yquth Forum (ICYF)
in the
governmental
sector)
I1sDB,
Capacity Development and Turkey
Training on 17 June- Africa City of (TIKA, Uludag Bursa
9 “Technology 19 July Technology (ACT) University Turkes
Incubation and 2019 (Sudan) Technology y
Transfer” Development Zone
(ULUTEK))
IsDB,
And Turkey
. - (TIKA, Scientific
On'ﬂj?T'JOt})lTrfmmg on 17 June- Africa City of and Technological Kocaeli
10 Incjgatl;gnoagz d 09 August | Technology (ACT) | Research Council of Turkey.
@ 2019 (Sudan) Turkey (TUBITAK) y
Transfer Marmara
Technopark
(MARTEK)9
B”\'Il'f\a:;l?ri: ionng o Libya (local TuLkey k
i . ocal techno-parks,
Entrepreneurship and 17-22 (leyz?m Programme incubators, business Istanbul,
11 September  |for Reintegration and ’
SME Development 2019 : hubs and local Turkey
(within the frame of Development companies), IsDB,
BINA Programme) (LPRD)) LPRD
International Autumn .
School and Workshop OS'[JIrI]\{IV;eS?PmcaI
on “Applied Industrial 15-17 UNCTAD T):i( A
Policy: Theory, OIC Member ' ’ Ankara,
12 Empirics and October Countries Central Bank of Turkey
P 2019 Turkey, Columbia

Instruments for
Effective Policy
Design” (SEPIP 2019)

University,
TUBITAK




3.

OIC Statistical Outlook (OSO): Since January 2019, SESRIC has been issuing the “OIC
Statistical Outlook  (0S0O)” series, which can be accessed at
http://www.sesric.org/publications-o0so.php, as a thematic statistical publication. Each
OSO covers one of the categories hosted at OICStat. With regard to the private sector,
SESRIC has published a separate 0SO available at:
http://www.sesric.org/files/article/657.pdf

Study Visit on “Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)”: SESRIC organised a Study
Visit on “Corporate Social Responsibility” for a delegation of 5 Palestinians on 26-28
February 2019 in Ankara, Turkey. The main objectives of the study visit were to learn
from Turkey’s experience in shifting from passive philanthropy to the active involvement
of all actors in society and to use the Turkish experience in developing the Waqf
philosophy.

OIC Statistics Database (OICStat): SESRIC hosts 38 indicators under the Private
Sector category in the OIC Statistics Database (OICStat) which is periodically updated
and can be accessed at http://www.sesric.org/oicstat.php.

IMPROVING TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS

The following activities were implemented by SESRIC under the agenda item on improving
transport and communications:

OIC Capacity Building Programmes (OIC-CaB):

No Subject Date Beneficiary Provider/Partner Venue
Regional Algeria, Djibouti, Egypt,| SESRIC, Universal
Workshop on 26-28 L . .
« . Jordan, Mauritania, Postal Union (UPU) Tunis,
1 Electronic February : -
. Oman, Palestine, Qatar, and La Poste Tunisia
Postal Service 2019 . .
» Libya and Sudan Tunisienne
Payments
Algeria, Bahrain,
Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq,
Training on Jordan, Kuwait,
“Philately and 16-18 April Lebanon, Mauritania, | Universal Postal Union Tunis
2 International P Morocco, Oman, Qatar, | (UPU) and La Poste .
2019 . : . . Tunisia
Reply Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Tunisienne
Coupon” Libya, Sudan, Tunisia,
United Arab Emirates,
Yemen and Palestine
. Turke
3 Study Visit on 22-25 July Palestine (Turkish Sta)':istical Ankara,
“IT S ity” 2019 Turke
eeurity (PCBS) Institute (TurkStat)) y




4.

OIC Statistics Database (OICStat): SESRIC hosts 24 indicators under the Infrastructure
category in the OIC Statistics Database (OICStat) which is periodically updated and can
be accessed at http://www.sesric.org/oicstat.php.

DEVELOPING A SUSTAINABLE AND COMPETITIVE TOURISM SECTOR

The following activities were implemented by SESRIC under the agenda item on developing
sustainable and competitive tourism sector:

OIC Capacity Building Programmes (OI1C-CaB)

No Subject Date Beneficiary Provider/Partner Venue
Brunei
Statistics Course on 46 (D(Iazpartmer)t o Indonesia Bandar Seri
1 oun oo | December conomic (BPS-Statistics Begawan,
Tourism Statistics 2018 Planning and Indonesia) Brunei
Development
(JPKE))
Panel Session on
“Prospects and . Tourism Turkey
2 Challenges in Halal 02&%”' authorities of OIC (Kastamonu '?‘l_r:ffklga’
Tourism in the Islamic Member States University) y
World”
International Seminar Bangladesh
on “Development of 15 October (Ministry of Civil Dhaka,
3 Muslim Friendly N -
L 2019 Aviation and Bangladesh
Tourism in Dhaka .
- Tourism)
City
. . Bangladesh
4 OIC City of Tourism 15 October g . ) Dhaka,
Award 2019 for Dhaka 2019 (tour Operators in Bangladesh
Dhaka)
. Burkina Faso,
Training Workshop for Guinea, Guinea- Turkey, the Islamic
the Managers of West 05-07 Bissau, The Centre for Ankara,
5 /?)fr'ian C;c}fs-?o:dgr No;g?;ber Gambia, Niger, Development of Turkey
arkKs an Totecte H H
Mali, Sierra Trade (ICDT)
Areas Leone, Morocco




Training Course on
"Risk Assessment and
Crisis Management in

Tourism"

26-28
November
2019

Kyrgyzstan

Malaysia

(Islamic Tourism
Centre (ITC))

Bishkek,
Kyrgyzstan

OIC Statistics Database (OICStat): SESRIC hosts 10 indicators under the Tourism
category in the OIC Statistics Database (OICStat) which is periodically updated and can
be accessed at http://www.sesric.org/oicstat.php.

OIC Statistical Outlook (OSO): With regard to the tourism sector, SESRIC has
published a recent OSO on “Tourism” available at: http://www.sesric.org/publications-
0s0.php.

INCREASING PRODUCTIVITY OF AGRICULTURE SECTOR AND SUSTAINING FOOD
SECURITY

The following activities were implemented by SESRIC under the agenda item on increasing
agricultural productivity and sustaining food security:

OIC Capacity Building Programmes (O1C-CaB)

No

Subject

Date

Beneficiary

Provider/Partner

Venue

Study Visit on
“Sustainable
Aquaculture in OIC
Countries”

03-07
December
2018

Malaysia, Palestine
& Qatar
(Ministry of
Agriculture and
Agro-Based
Industry Malaysia)
(An-Najah
University
Palestine, Al-Quds
University,
Ministry of
Agriculture
Palestine)
(Environment
Science Center
Qatar University,
Aquaculture
Section Fisheries
Department of
Ministry of
Municipality and
Environment of

Qatar)

Turkey
(Ministry of
Agriculture and
Forestry)

Antalya,
Turkey




Technical Mission on

“Investigation of 12-14 Uganda Turkey Mbale and
2 Vegetable Growing March (Islamic University | (Alata Horticultural Kampala,
Techniques in 2019 In Uganda ) Research Institute) Uganda
Uganda”
Statistics Course on Azerbaijan Turkey
3 “Agriculture, Forestry 11-12 (State Statistical (Turkish Statistical Baku,
and Fisheries April 2019 Committee) Institute Azerbaijan
Statistics” (TurkStat))
Training Course on
“Design and Afghanistan
Engineering of Cold . (Ministry of Turkey .
4 Storages and Design 22-;81A9prll Agriculture, (Alata Horticultural I'\r/ll?rrliler;/
and Engineering of Irrigation and Research Institute)
Hydroponic Livestock)
Greenhouse”
Palestinian
(Water Authority
(PWA), Ministry of
Agriculture of Turkey
“Trammg Course on 11-13 June Pglgstln_e, (Istanbul Technical Ramallah,
Treated Wastewater 2019 Municipality of University) Palestine
Reuse” Jericho, Nablus and
Jenin and the Joint
Service Council of
Maythloun and
Tayebh-Ramon)
IsDB, TIKA,
Presidency for
Study Visit and the Bangladesh Turks Abroad and
Start-up Meeting of 04-08 5 (Clotton X Related
the Reverse Linkage Novernber evelopmen Communities Aydin,
project between Board .(C.DB) (YTB), Turkish Turkey
2019 under Ministry of

Bangladesh and
Turkey

Agriculture of
Bangladesh)

Airlines (THY),

Cotton Research

Institute (CRI) of
Turkey

OIC Statistics Database (OICStat): SESRIC hosts 41 agricultural indicators in the OIC
Statistics Database (OICStat) which can be accessed at http://www.sesric.org/oicstat.php.

and is updated regularly.

Session on “A Census of Agriculture for the 215 Century”: The 8" Session of OIC-
StatCom held in Ankara, Turkey on 23-25 October 2018 covered the technical aspects of
the World Programme for the Census of Agriculture (WCA) 2020. NSOs of Libya, Niger
and Palestine as well as experts from FAO shared their experiences and expertise with

participating OIC countries.

10




6. ALLEVIATING POVERTY

The following activities were implemented by SESRIC under the agenda item on alleviating

poverty:

OIC Capacity Building Programmes (O1C-CaB)

No Subject Date Beneficiary Provider/Partner Venue
03 SESRIC, OIC-
GIT Training Course | September- Turkey SHPA and Turkey Ankara,
1 on ERCP Technique 28 December | (3 Syrian doctors) (Ankara Education Turkey
2018 y and Research
Hospital)
. 26 Chad, Djibouti, Turke
2 -I;;i'tr:r?gvceocu;: gln November- Maur_itania, (Ministry 0 fyHeaIth Ankara,
Infection Control” 14 December Palestine and y Turkey
2018 Sudan of Turkey)
Afghanistan,
Albania, Algeria,
Azerbaijan, Chad,
Egypt, Gambia,
Guyana,
Indonesia, Iran,
Iraq, Kazakhstan, Turkey
Kyrgyz, Lebanon, (Turkish Red
Workshop on Libyan_Arab Crescent Youth,
“International Forced 15-17 Jamahiriya, Ankara Yildirm Ankara,
3 Migration: December MalgySIz_a, Beyazit University, Turkey
Mauritania, Greater Municipality
Challenges and 2018
Opportunities” Mor_occo, o_f An_kara an_d
pp Pakistan, Migration Policy
Palestine, Application and
Somalia, Sudan, Research Center)
Syria, Tunisia,
Turkey,
Turkmenistan,
Uganda,
Uzbekistan and
Yemen
Technical Missi Tajikistan
Suinable | (242 (AgencyonStatisies  Azebaian g
4 December  |under President of the|  (State Statistical e
Development ) . Tajikistan
Statistics” 2018 Republic of Committee (SSC))
Tajikistan)
Turkey
(Institute of Malaysia
Training Course on 25-26 Research and (National Institute of Ankara
5 | “Fundamental OSH December Development of Occupational Safety Turkey
for Supervisor” 2018 Occupational y

Health and Safety,

(ISGUM))

and Health (NIOSH)
Malaysia)

11




Training Course on

Turkey
(Institute of

Malaysia

“Emergency 27-28 Research and (National Institute of Ankara,
6 December Development of Occupational Safety
Preparedness & . Turkey
Res » 2018 Occupational and Health (NIOSH)
ponse Plan .
Health and Safety, Malaysia)
(ISGUM))
- Gambia Bangladesh
7 Statistics Course on 7-9 January (Gambia Bureau of | (Bangla degsh Bureau of Serre Kunda,
“Education Statistics” 2019 Gambia
veation Statistes Statistics (GBOS)) | Statistics (BBS))
SESRIC, Ensar
Foundation, Presidency
for Turks Abroad and
Career Development 03-04 e Related Communities Istanbul,
8 Training Course for February Cote D’ivoire -
(YTB), Union of Turkey
OIC Interns 2019 Chambers and
Commaodity Exchanges
of Turkey (TOBB)
fta}tiistics Course on Azerbaijan Indonesia
9 Living Conditions, 4-6 February (State Statistical (BPS-Statistics Baku_,_
Poverty and Cross- 2019 Committee (SSC)) Indonesia) Azerbaijan
Cutting Social Issues”
Djibouti
Training Course on (Ministry of Turkey and Sudan
“Disaster and 25 February- Health of . .
10 Prehospital 1 March Djibouti) and M I-lefKTA'k Djltg)#;:jand
Emergency 2019 Chad M(())H %f Sﬂ:jaen);’
Medicine” (Ministry of
Health of Chad)
Somalia
(Directorate of
- National Statistics
Statistics Course on
Uganda
“Sustainable 4-6 March _([?NS) under th_e g Mogadishu,
11 Development 2019 Ministry of Planning,  (Uganda Bureau of Somalia
Statistics” Investment_and Statistics (UBOS))
Economic
Development of
Somalia)
Training Course on (1sDB),
“Citizen Journalism Libya Lo
L 03-14 March . . Tripoli,
12 | in Libya” within the 2019 Libya (Libyan Program for Libya

frame of the BINA
Programme

Reintegration and
Development (LPRD))

12




Launch Event for

Turkey
(the Foundation for

13 Refi?ﬁ:”(gélg; (I:Zgzgort 182“(§|fg0h Libya Politica!, Economic and|Ankara, Turkey
for Libya Social Research
(SETA)), LPRD, IsDB
. Bangladesh, Turke
14 -I‘-‘Eltr;?s%viog;iz gcn 11-29 Afghapistan, (Ministr ofyHeaIth Ankara,
Infection Control” March 2019 Gambia, and ny . Turkey
Albania of Turkey)
Panel Discussion on
“The Role of OIC and
its Institutions in ICCIA, IDB Group, Buenos
15 | promoting South- 192'\6'{"50'1 O'C%l'}/r'lfrri‘:ger ICDT and UNIDO- Aiires,
South Cooperation ITPO Argentina
among the 57
Member Countries”
Ministry of Health
of the Republic of
Training Course on Somalia Turkey, thef Fedelrz;l]l
“Disaster and . Ministry of Healt .
16 Prehospital 23-22702/I9arch (Ministry of of Republic of Mggs\d;lsigu,
Emergency Health of Sudan, and the
Medicine” Somalia) Turkish Cooperation
and Coordination
Agency (TIKA)
o Visi 979 " Azerbaijan Turkey ‘
7 ntortally Suties” | | 2010 | (SeteSttistial | (Turksh swtisical | S
y Committee (SSC)) | Institute (TurkStat)) y
Chad
Study Visit on (National Institute of Niger
18 “Living Conditions, 2-3 April Statistics and ) ) Niamey,
Poverty and Cross- 2019 Economic and (Natlo_na_l Institute of Niger
Cutting Social Issues” Demographic Studies| ~ Statistics (INS))
(INSEED))
. . . Turkey
19 Medical Observership 01-26 April Palestine b Istanbul,
Programme 2019 ( octors Turkey
Worldwide)
Statistics Course on Brunei
“Methodologies and D tment of
Best International . (Depar . Malaysia Bandar Seri
. 08-10 April Economic
20 Practices for . (Department of Begawan,
. 2019 Planning and o .
Conducting Statistics (DoS)) Brunei
Household Development
(JPKE))

Expenditure Survey”

13




Study Visit to Turkey IsDB
for the Capacity and Libya
1 Development of 08-15 April Libya (the Libyan Program Alr; lt(:rzgjlnd
LPRD (within the 2019 (LPRD) for Reintegration Turkey’
frame of BINA and Development
Programme) (LPRD))
Kazakhstan
(Committee on Turkey
29 Statistics Course on 10-12 April _St_atiStiCS of the (Turkish Statistical Nursultan,
“Household Surveys” 2019 Ministry of National . Kazakhstan
Economics of Institute (TurkStat))
Kazakhstan)
- Tunisia
23 Tralrylr;gi;l;g:arlse on 23-24 April .Chad (Diplomatic Institute | N'djamena,
(Ministry of .
Negotiation™ 2019 Foreign Affairs) for Training and Chad
Studies (IDFE))
Study Visit on Qatar (Planning Jordan
24 “Living Conditions, 28-30 April and Statistics Doha, Qatar
Poverty and Cross- 2019 Authority of Qatar (Department of :
Cutting Social Issues” (PSA)) Statistics (Dos))
Training Course on Chad Tunisia
. Multilateral 11-12 June (Ministry of (Diplomatic Institute | N'djamena,
Negotiation” 2019 Foreign Affairs) for Training and Chad
Studies (IDFE))
Azerbaijan, Benin,
Gambia,
Indonesia, Iran,
Iraq, Jordan, COMCEC, UNDP
Workshop on “Digital Malaysia, IICPSD,
26 | Skills Development 25'5(?1;””6 Morocco, COMSTECH, I:<:rt3pfeu;,
in OIC Countries” Pakistan, Relevant private
Palestine, Saudi sector companies
Arabia, Senegal,
Sudan, Tunisia,
Turkey
The OIC General
Secretariat, I1SDB,
ISESCO, Federation
Brainstorming Turkey, Sudan, of Islamic Medical
17-18 July | Indonesia, Malaysia, Associations Ankara,
27 Workshop for OIC e
Medical Corps 2019 Morocco, Mauritania (FIMA) Turkey
and Uganda , and Turkey .
(Doctors Worldwide
and Turkish Red
Crescent)
Saudi Arabia Turk
- (General urkey
Study Visit on 24-25 Jul ) . . Ankara,
28 “Educati>(/)n Statistics” 2019 Y Authority for (Turkish Statistical Turkey
Statistics Institute (TurkStat))
(GASTAT))
Preparatory Meeting
for launching the 02-03
29 “ISFD NGOs September OIC Member IsDB, ISFD and Istanbul,
Empowerment for Countries UNDP Turkey
. 2019
Poverty Reduction
Program”

14




Training Session on
Guidelines for

Afghanistan,
Bahrain,
Bangladesh,
Benin, Burkina
Faso, Djibouti,

Preparing, Drafting 17-18 Gambia, Iraq, the General Ankara
30 and Submitting September Jordan, Malaysia, Secretariat of the Turke '
Progress Reports on 2019 Mauritania, oIC y
Implementing Nigeria, Palestine,
OPAAW Saudi Arabia,
Senegal, Sudan,
Tunisia and
Turkey
the Ministry of
Family, Labour and
Social Services of
Turkey; the Turkish
o Indonesia Employment
‘S‘tudy V'S.'t on (Centre of Agency; the Turkish
Developing a L o
18-20 Manpower Statistical Institute;
Successful : Ankara,
31 September Research and International Labour
Employment and o Turkey
. . 2019 Development of Organization (ILO)
Skills Policies and o )
Stratesies” the Ministry of Turkey; the
gles .
Manpower) Presidency of
Strategy and Budget
of Turkey; and the
Ministry of National
Education of Turkey
Statistics Course on
“Labour Market
Statistics: 22-24 Malaysia Turkey Putraiava
32 Harmonization and October (Department of (Turkish Statistical l\l/Ilal aJ s};a’
Analysis of 2019 Statistics (DoS)) Institute (TurkStat)) 4
Administrative Data
Sources”
I\C/I;:)r:;::rnymoefnlt_gﬁzl OIC Representative
Training Course on 19-21 -~ Office to the State of
N . the Municipal . Ramallah,
33 Local Economic November - . Palestine, Turkey .
" Lending Fund in . Palestine
Development 2019 (Union of
the State of AT
- Municipalities)
Palestine
Training Course on OIC Member Diplomac
"Conflict Resolution 26-28 : P y
. Countries Academy of the Istanbul,
34 and Mediation for November L . .
. (Ministries of Ministry of Foreign Turkey
OIC Junior 2019 . - .
. " Foreign Affairs) Affairs of Turkey
Diplomats
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Statistical Yearbook on OIC Member Countries 2018: SESRIC launched the 2018
Edition of its Statistical Yearbook (SYB) on OIC Member Countries at the Fourth
Session of the Annual Coordination Meeting of OIC Institutions (ACMOI) on 3
December 2018 in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. The 2018 edition of the SYB covers 20
categories with 277 indicators for the period 2000 to 2018. SYB 2018 is available on:
http://www.sesric.org/event-detail.php?id=2095.




Achieving Peace & Security in a World of Turmoil - An Arduous Challenge for the
OIC: The report was prepared at the request of OIC General Secretariat. It focuses on
changes in the OIC security environment and the new challenges that arise from them,
mainly with regard to preventing, managing and resolving conflicts. It aims to contribute
to the OIC’s efforts in de-escalating tensions within and around its member states, which
is a fundamental prerequisite for sustainable economic development and growth.

Brainstorming Session on Developing a Mediators Guideline ‘Code of Conduct’
Focusing on Culturally Sensitive Mediation Approaches: The session brought together
participants from the OIC Contact Group of Friends of Mediation, relevant OIC
institutions, international organisations, scholars and international experts. The
Brainstorming Session utilised the experience and expertise of the participants on the
topic of culturally sensitive mediation. The output of the brainstorming session will guide
the SESRIC team working on developing the Mediators Guideline.

People with Disabilities and Special Needs in OIC Countries: The OIC area hosts
millions of people with special needs. The report reviews the evidence on the situation of
these people, with a view to serving as a reference document in the efforts to prepare the
OIC Strategy on People with Special Needs.

OIC Strategy for the Empowerment of the Family and Marriage Institution: In
recent times, many OIC member countries have witnessed increasing rates of divorce,
decreasing trends of marriage and a growing concern over the character and function of
families. The strategy provides a rational, framework and guidelines for OIC member
countries to enhance further their efforts and achievements in the areas of family and
marriage institution protection, development and empowerment.

Specific Measures and Indicators for the Achievements of Sustainable Development
Goals from a Family Perspective in the OIC Member Countries: The report
highlights the ways and means in which the family institution can support the
achievement of SDGs. The report was discussed during the Symposium on the Specific
Measures and Indicators for the Achievements of Sustainable Development Goals from a
Family Perspective in the OIC member countries on 10-11 December 2018 in Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia. The outcome and the feedback from Member States have been incorporated
within the final report.

Situational Analysis of Street Living Children and Street Working Children in OIC
Countries: The report is prepared at the request of Islamic Figh Academy. The objective
of this report is to provide an overview of the situation of children living and working on
the streets in the OIC Member States. The report examines five OIC Member States along
with the major causes of the phenomenon of street children and provides some key policy
recommendations on how to deal with the phenomenon of street children.
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OIC Health Report 2019: The OIC Health Report 2019 evaluates the health
performance of OIC member countries by analysing the trends in major health indicators
at the OIC group level as well as at the individual country level. The report is mainly
structured around the six thematic areas of cooperation identified under the OIC Strategic
Health Programme of Action (OIC-SHPA) 2014-2023. At the end, the report provides
some policy implications for OIC member countries to overcome the challenges facing
them in developing sustainable health systems.

Education and Scientific Development in OIC Member Countries 2019: This report
analyses the trends in the major indicators in the field of educational and scientific
developments in the OIC member countries. It investigates these trends in a comparative
manner with their counterparts in the group of developed countries, non-OIC developing
countries as well as the world average. It evaluates the trends in enrolment rate at all
levels of education as well as the progression and completion in education and examines
educational resources and teaching conditions, including government expenditures on
education. The report also highlights the current stance of R&D and S&T in the OIC
member countries through evaluating their average performance in terms of some related
indicators such as human resources in R&D, R&D expenditures, scientific publications
and patent applications. In so doing, the report highlights a number of constraints and
challenges confronting the member countries in their efforts to foster their educational
and scientific development.

OIC Environment Report: This report discusses the major environmental issues and
challenges of OIC member countries in the context of degradation of natural resources
like air, water, land and biodiversity. The report also evaluates the environmental
management capacities of OIC member countries and their involvement in international
initiatives to address the environmental degradation. The report concludes while
suggesting policy actions both at national and intra-OIC level to enhance the national
capacities and strengthen the cooperation with relevant regional and international
stakeholders and institutions to improve the environmental performance of OIC member
countries.

Human Rights Standards and Institutions in OIC Member Countries: SESRIC in
cooperation with the OIC Independent Permanent Human Rights Commission (IPHRC)
prepared this report to examine human rights norms, standards and intuitions in OIC
member countries and address the growing human rights concerns and efforts of the OIC
member countries. The report thoroughly examines the human rights framework in the
OIC member countries by drawing attention to existing human rights standards and
institutions. The report also investigates the human rights violations toward Muslims in
the Occupied Palestinian Territories, Myanmar and the Indian Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir as these violations have an immense impact and influence on the OIC’s human
rights framework.
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Draft Plan of Action on the Improvement of the State of the Elderly in OIC Member
States: The document serves as a roadmap on how to reduce the initial shock of ageing
on the OIC Member States and improve the quality of life of the elderly. The Draft
Action Plan was submitted to the OIC General Secretariat in November 2018, and
presented at the “Workshop for the Validation of the Plan of Action on the Improvement
of the State of the Elderly in OIC Member States”, held on 24-25 January 2019 in
Niamey, Niger.

Draft OIC Plan of Action on People with Disabilities: The numbers of people with
disabilities in OIC member countries are showing an upward trend and have started to
result in growing pressures on societies, structures and institutions across the OIC.
Therefore, SESRIC prepared an OIC Plan of Action on People with Disabilities to
identify the current and future challenges they face as well as to propose concrete policy
recommendations. The document has been submitted to the OIC General Secretariat by
SESRIC and is currently waiting on feedback and comments to finalize the document.

The Draft Plan of Action for the OIC Youth Strategy: The Fourth Session of the
Islamic Conference of Youth and Sports Ministers (ICYSM), held on 17-19 April 2018,
in Baku, the Republic of Azerbaijan, adopted the OIC Youth Strategy Document. And it
was endorsed by the 45" Session of the Council of Foreign Ministers held on 5-6 May
2018 in Dhaka, People’s Republic of Bangladesh. The General Secretariat of the OIC
requested the SESRIC to prepare this draft plan of action to be circulated to the relevant
OIC institutions, namely ICYF-DC, IDB, ISESCO, ISSF, IUMS and ISF for their
contributions. SESRIC submitted the draft of this document to the General Secretariat of
the OIC, which was presented and elaborated during the Meeting of the Steering
Committee on Youth and Sports held in 13-14 February 2019 in Jeddah, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia. This document is expected to be finalized in 2020

SESRIC Research Seminar on “Street Living Children and Street Working
Children in OIC Countries”: The seminar took place on 25 January 2019 at the
SESRIC premises in Ankara, Turkey. The event provided an opportunity for academics,
policy-makers and experts in the field to discuss the main causes and challenges facing
street children, with a view to formulating feasible and effective policies to address the
phenomenon of street children at the OIC level.

SESRIC Research Seminar on “Achieving Peace and Security in a World of
Turmoil: An Arduous Challenge for the OIC”: The seminar was held on 8 February
2019 at the SESRIC premises in Ankara, Turkey, with the aim of better understanding on
the impacts of current security challenges on the socioeconomic development in the OIC
area.

3rd Global Meeting of the Expert Group on Refugee and IDP Statistics (EGRIS) and
Meeting of MED-HIMS: SESRIC hosted series of meetings in collaboration with the
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United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) at its Headquarters in
Ankara, Turkey on 12-14 February 2019 with the participation of EGRIS members. An
additional meeting of the MED-HIMS (Households International Migration Surveys in
the Mediterranean Countries, a programme initiated by European Union) took place on
14-16 February 2019 at SESRIC Headquarters. The objectives of the 3rd Global Meeting
of the EGRIS were to develop an advanced draft of the Compilers Manual, a practical
guide for practitioners in countries working to improve statistics on forced displacement,
and to discuss capacity-building activities on the relevant area.

Regional Workshop on the 2020 Round of Population and Housing Censuses:
International Standards and Contemporary Technologies: SESRIC and the UNSD
jointly organised the Workshop on 12-15 March 2019 at SESRIC Headquarters, Ankara-
Turkey, with the aim to help countries in achieving a common and improved
understanding of the process of adopting new technologies / methodologies in conducting
population and housing censuses and collecting data according to internationally
recommended definitions and classifications. The Workshop was attended by 21
delegates from the NSOs of 11 OIC member countries.

SESRIC Research Seminar on “the Role of Women in Development of OIC Member
States”: The seminar took place on 15 March 2019 at the SESRIC premises in Ankara,
Turkey. It provided a valuable platform to share main findings of the SESRIC’s OIC
Women and Development Report 2018, and to exchange ideas on ways and means to
address related challenges at the OIC level.

OIC International Internship Programme (OIC Intern): OIC INTERN is an
international internship program aimed at guiding young people in professional career
planning by reinforcing academic knowledge gained during their studies with practical
application. The purpose of OIC INTERN is to contribute to the development of
knowledge and skills of young people, to facilitate their entrance into the labour market,
to enhance the quality of the labour force in the long-term and to promote economic
competitiveness member countries’ economies. During 2018-2019, the Program has
placed over 300 students in companies and institutions as interns. Within the framework
of the OIC INTERN, the following activities were implemented for the benefit of
university students:

v" Promotion of OIC International Internship Programme, 12-13 December 2018,
Eskisehir, Bilecik and Bursa, Turkey

v Training Course on “Career Development”, 02-03 February 2019, Istanbul,
Turkey

v OIC Intern Orientation Training, 18 May 2019, Istanbul, Turkey
v OIC Intern Orientation Training, 25 May 2019, Ankara, Turkey
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Media Workshop on “Organ Donation and Transplantation”: Within the framework
of Thematic Area 6 on “Information, Research, Education and Advocacy” of the OIC
Strategic Health Programme of Action 2014-2023, SESRIC cooperated with the Turkish
Transplant Foundation and other partners for the organization of the workshop. Seventy-
four journalists from 35 countries met in Istanbul, Turkey from 16 to 18 January 2019 to
participate in the “Media Workshop on Organ Donation and Transplantation”. They
shared their knowledge and experience in the field of organ donation and transplantation
in their respective countries.

Project on “Strengthening Coordination and Capacity Building on Preparedness
and Response for Health Emergencies in OIC Member States”: In partnership with
the Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency (TIKA), the Ministry of Health of
Sudan and the Ministry of Health of Turkey, this project offers an excellent opportunity
to strengthen coordination and capacity building in health emergency preparedness and
response in OIC Member States. The project aims to strengthen the capacity of health
personnel in health emergencies in OIC Member States.

OIC-TVET Strategic Roadmap: SESRIC, in its capacity as the Executing Organ of the
OIC-VET Programme, was entrusted by the Workshop on Technical and Vocational
Education and Training (TVET) in OIC Member Countries: Needs and Capacity
Assessment” which was held on 09-11 May 2016 in Ankara, Turkey, to prepare a
strategic roadmap on TVET as a framework for cooperation among relevant stakeholders
to strengthen TVET system in OIC Countries especially by facilitating and promoting the
intra-OIC transfer of knowledge and expertise. By means of four working groups
comprising of experts from member states, “OIC-TVET Strategic Roadmap” was
endorsed during the “Second Workshop on Technical and Vocational Education and
Training (TVET) in OIC Member States” which was held on 5-6 September 2018 in
Ankara, Turkey, for submission to the 35" Ministerial Session of the COMCEC for
adoption.

Moreover, with a view to ensuring a structured implementation of the roadmap, three
projects were identified as follows:

1. Project on “Enhancing Labour Mobility through Referenced National
Qualification Framework™

2. Project on “Capacity Development and Knowledge Sharing in TVET Teacher
Education”

3. Project on “Private Sector Engagement in Skills Development”

Project on “Digital Skills Development in OIC Countries”: The project on “Digital
Skills Development in OIC Countries”, which was developed by SESRIC, was selected
for funding as a result of a two-stage evaluation process conducted by COMCEC
Coordination Office. Within the scope of the project, a technical workshop was organised
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on 25-26 June 2019 in Istanbul, Turkey. The workshop aimed to explore the needs and
the capacities of the OIC Countries in the area of digital transformation and exchange of
knowledge and best practices to create strategies for developing their workforces and
economies and, eventually, harnessing the opportunities of digitalization.

Session on “Developing National Statistics Systems on International Labour
Migration”: The 8" Session of OIC-StatCom held in Ankara, Turkey on 23-25 October
2019 covered the international guidelines regarding the measurement of international
labour migration. NSOs of Indonesia, Kyrgyzstan, Oman and Somalia as well as experts
from ILO shared their experiences and expertise with participating OIC countries.

Towards the Achievement of Prioritised Sustainable Development Goals in OIC
Countries: A Progress Report by SESRIC: In line with the Resolutions of the 34"
Session of COMCEC held on 26-29 November 2018 in Istanbul, Turkey, SESRIC
prepared this Report to provide an assessment vis-a-vis where OIC countries stand with
respect to the prioritised 8 SDGs and their progress towards these goals in the light of the
selected indicators. In overall, the OIC countries as a group is estimated not to achieve
any of the prioritised SDGs by 2030 if the current pace of progress is to be maintained
without any amelioration through 2030. The Report can be accessed at:
http://www.sesric.org/publications-earchive.php?year=2019.

Al-Quds Portal: As submitted to the 4" Session of the Annual Coordination Meeting of
OIC Institutions (ACMOI) and accepted as one of the agreed actions on matters
pertaining Palestine and al-Quds Affairs, SESRIC initiated the process to create and run a
web portal to raise awareness about the city of al-Quds. The goal of the portal is to
provide an authentic reference point on al-Quds for academicians, intellectuals,
researchers, diplomats, policy-makers and general public to raise awareness and preserve
the heritage and identity of al-Quds with comprehensiveness, accessibility and
objectiveness in mind.

OIC Statistics Database (OICStat): SESRIC hosts 214 SDGs related indicators in the
OIC Statistics Database (OICStat) which is periodically updated and can be accessed at
http://www.sesric.org/oicstat.php.

OIC Statistical Outlook (OSO): With regard to the poverty alleviation, SESRIC has
published an OSO on “Labour and Social Protection” available at:
http://www.sesric.org/files/article/652.pdf.
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7.

DEEPENING FINANCIAL COOPERATION

The following activities were implemented by SESRIC under the agenda item on deepening
financial cooperation:

OIC Capacity Building Programmes (O1C-CaB)

No Subject Date Beneficiary Provider/Partner Venue
Training Course on i - Azerbaijan Turkey
1 “Monetary Policy 02 gggpm (Central Bank of (Central Bank of AzEfkl)(aL:"an
Formulation” Azerbaijan) Turkey) )
Brunei
Technical Mission on . (Departmer_wt of Malaysia Bandar Seri
« - 22-24 April Economic
2 Government Finance . (Department of Begawan,
Statistics” 2019 Planning and Statistics (DoS)) Brunei
Development
(JPKE))
Training Course on
“Ways of Raising .
Finance through 02-03 May Azerbaijan Turkey Baku,
3 . . (Baku Stock (Anadolu o
Capital Markets Initial 2019 Exchange) University) Azerbaijan
Public Offerings g y
(IPOs)”
Training Course on 12-14 Almat
4 "Islamic Financial November Kazakhstan Indonesia Y
" Kazakhstan
Instruments 2019
Afghanl.s.tan, The International
Azerbaijan, Islamic Trade
Workshop on "Islamic 25-28 Kazakhstan, . .
: . Finance Corporation Istanbul,
5 Banking and Finance November Kyrgyzstan,
. o (ITFC), Istanbul Turkey
for Central Banks 2019 Tajikistan,
. School of Central
Turkmenistan, Banking (ISCB)
Uzbekistan g

Financing for Development: Alternative Perspectives on Challenges and
Opportunities of Financing Development: International Symposium on Financing for
Development (ISFD), jointly organised by SESRIC and the Islamic Development Bank
Group (IsDB), was held in Istanbul on 22-23 November 2018. In order to benefit from
inspiring presentations and insights of the symposium, as well as further disseminate
lessons learnt on alternative financing mechanisms, SESRIC published an edited book
with the contribution of the 17 speakers of the event.
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OIC Economic Outlook 2019: This report analyses the trends in major economic
indicators for the OIC member countries, as a group, in a comparative manner with the
groups of developed and non-OIC developing countries as well as with the world average.
The report particularly focuses on growth, production, employment, trade, investment and
financial development in OIC member countries. In so doing, the Report highlights a
number of constraints and challenges confronting the OIC member countries in their
efforts towards enhancing their economic development and progress. The report also
includes special focus on mobilizing financial resources for development in OIC member
countries.

Current Practices of OIC Countries on Islamic Banking and Finance Data: SESRIC
has launched the report on “Current Practices of OIC Countries on Islamic Banking and
Finance Data” on 23 September 2019. The Report 1is accessible on:
http://www.sesric.org/publications-detail.php?id=486.

OIC Statistics Database (OICStat): SESRIC hosts 62 financial indicators in the OIC
Statistics Database (OICStat) which is periodically updated and can be accessed at
http://www.sesric.org/oicstat.php.

OIC Statistical Outlook (OSO): In the area of financial cooperation, SESRIC has

published an 0SO on “International Finance” available at:
http://www.sesric.org/files/article/655.pdf.
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