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QUALITY EDUCATION: WHY IT MATTERS

• Education is key to achieving many other Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). When people of all ages are able to benefit from 
quality education they can break away from the cycle of poverty. 

• Education helps to reduce inequality and to move towards gender 
equality. 

• Education also empowers people everywhere to live more healthy 
and sustainable lives. 

• Education is also crucial in fostering tolerance between people and 
contributes to building more peaceful societies. 



SDG4 Targets and Indicators

4.1 Primary & secondary completion Proficiency in reading & maths

4.2 Early childhood development
Developmentally on track
Participation in pre-school

4.3 Technical, vocational & tertiary Formal & non-formal participation

4.4 Skills for employment ICT skills

4.5 Eliminate disparities Parity indices

4.6 Adult literacy & numeracy Proficiency in literacy & numeracy

4.7 Skills for sustainable development Extent of provision

4.A Build & upgrade facilities Schools with electricity, etc

4.B Tertiary scholarships Development assistance

4.C Expand qualified teachers Teacher training



UNICEF Strategic Plan



Goal Area 2 Outcomes

Outcome Statement 2: Girls and boys, in particular the most marginalized and those
affected by humanitarian situations, are provided with inclusive and equitable quality
education and learning opportunities

Output statement 2.a: Countries have strengthened education systems for gender-equitable
access to quality education from early childhood to adolescence, including children with
disabilities and minorities

Output statement 2.b: Countries have strengthened their education systems for gender-
equitable learning outcomes, including early learning

Output statement 2.c: Countries have institutionalized skills for learning, personal
empowerment, active citizenship and employability



Expanding Inclusive Education

Political will

Communities

Evidence

Service delivery School infrastructure

Teachers

Learning materials

Universal design

Accessible books

Laws and policies

Attitudes

Data / EMIS

Teacher training



UNICEF Strategies

Universal design

Accessible books

Laws and policies

Attitudes

Data / EMIS

Teacher training

Promotion and technical advice

Market shaping for learning materials

Upstream work assisting MoEs

Campaigns and advocacy

Strengthening EMIS and data

Supporting teacher training



Quality Inclusive Education, UNICEF in Turkey

Improved Inclusive Education Policy and Practice

Strengthened Professional Development Systems for Educational Personnel

Enhanced Learning Assessment Systems

Advocacy, Awareness and Knowledge Generation

Inclusive Early Childhood Education for Children with Disabilities



Why is equity important?
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