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Report on the IDB Group Special Program for the Development of 

Africa (SPDA) 
 

 

Overview 

1. Emanating from both the Ten-YearProgramme of Action for the Ummah adopted at the 

3rd Extraordinary Summit held in Makkah in December 2005 and IDB’s own internal 

strategy and commitment to assist Africa, the Special Programme for the Development of 

African (SPDA) was launched in 2008 following its validation at a Ministerial Meeting 

held in Dakar, Senegal, in January of the same year. The SPDA succeeded a similar 

programme, the IDB Cooperation Framework for Africa (Ouagadougou Declaration) 

implemented by IDB for Sub Saharan African (SSA) countries from 2003 to 2007. The 

horizon was set for a period of 5 years (2008-2012) with quantified and consolidated 

financing targets. In November 2012, the approval phase ended and the implementation 

phase continued at a deepened pace 

 

Approvals 
 

2. Since its inception, the IDB Group has committed US$ 46.1 billion for financing operations 

in Africa. Of these, 2,074 operations were for project financing worth US$ 25,741.7 billion, 

544 technical assistance operations amounting to US$ 133.30 million, trade operations 

worth US$ 19,403.6 billion, private sector operations worth US$ 830.2 million. 

 

3. Its two completed flagship programs on Africa namely the ''IDB-Africa Cooperation 

Framework 2003-2007 and the Special Program for the Development of Africa of 2008-

2012, were important strategic endeavours by the Bank to response to the region’s priority 

needs, including those of the private sector. By the end of the approval phase in 2012 of 

the SPDA, IDB Group approvals exceeded the programmed target of US$ 4 billion by 

25%.   

 

4. Since the end of the SPDA, approvals have continued totaling US$ 16.1 billion as of 31 

October 2017. The task ahead now is to focus on deepening the implementation of the 

approved projects in order to achieve portfolio objectives and the desired development 

results and impact. 

 

Disbursements 

 

5. In 1438H (2017), total disbursements against total approvals, was US$ 509.85 million, 

which brought the total disbursements since 2012 to date to US$ 5.9 billion. 
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What is expected from the US$ 5 billion financing 

 

With the financing provided by the Program, many life-changing outputs are expected to 

be delivered to contribute towards improving the living standards of the population in the 

region.  These expected outputs include over 2,500 KM of roads constructed or upgraded 

in addition to two new national airports; more than 900MW of electricity produced in six 

countries; over 200,000 cubic meters of clean water made accessible to over 50,000 

households every day; more than 420 new primary and secondary schools (including 120 

new madrassas) built, resulting in over 1400 classrooms; over 10 new hospitals and over 

120 clinics, health centers and primary health care centers built or upgraded; about 10 

strategic grain reserves built; and over 800,000 hectares of land developed and cultivated 

including marginal lands.  CDetailed listing of the expected outputs is given in the Annex.  

 
6.  Meanwhile the IDB Group also acknowledges the daunting challenges that still confront 

the countries, and as the President, H.E. Ahmad Mohammad Ali said, IDBG will continue 

to support its African member countries to reach their aspired development goals. 
 

Way Forward 

 

7. As mentioned above, IDB Group approvals for the SPDA continue to soar, adding even 

more projects for implementation in addition to the ones already under the Program.  The 

priority now for the SPDA countries is to further deepen the implementation actions of the 

Bank, to ensure that the expected outputs are delivered and on time.  Meanwhile, the 

conceptualization of a successor program (SPDA II) that will identify to find the most 

optimal ways that the IDB Group can support the countries for the most development 

impact. 

 

 

______________________________________________ 
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Annex -Expected Outputs of SPDA 
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