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ASEAN CUSTOMS TRANSIT SYSTEM 
(ACTS)  

 
PILOT COUNTRY 

By 

Dr. Ramlah Hj Mukhtar 

RMCD 
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ASEAN 

CONTRACTING PARTIES 
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LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

AFAFGIT 

4 2 

1 

3 

1 

2 3 

4 

Signed on 16 December 1998 in 

Hanoi, Vietnam during the 

occasion of the 6th ASEAN 

Summit and ratified on 2 March 

1999. 
 

SIGNING 

to establish an integrated and 

harmonized transit transport 

system   
 

PURPOSE 

to hasten the implementation of 

ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA) 
 

 

IMPLEMENTATION 

to simplify transport, trade and 

customs regulations for the 

facilitation of goods in transit 
 

 

SIMPLIFY 
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OBJECTIVES 

1 

To facilitate  

transportation  

of goods in transit  

and to support the 

implementation of  

the AFTA and to  

  further integrate the                          

 region’s economies 

To establish an 

effective, efficient, 

integrated and 

harmonized transit  

transport system in 

ASEAN 

3 

2 

To simplify and harmonize transport, trade 

and customs regulations and requirements 

for the purpose of facilitation of goods in 

transit 

PRINCIPLES 

2 

1 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Most Favoured 

Nation 

Treatment 

National 

Treatment 

Consistency 

Simplicity Transparency 

Efficiency 

Appeals 

Mutual 

Assistance 

LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

AFAFGIT 
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AFAFGIT -  PROTOCOLS 

8 

9 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

  7 

Designation of 

Transit 

Transport 

Routes and 

Facilities 

PROTOCOL 

Designation of 

Frontier Posts 

PROTOCOL 

Types and 

Quantity of Road 

Vehicles PROTOCOL 

Technical 

Requirement of 

Vehicles 

PROTOCOL 

ASEAN Scheme  

of Compulsory Motor 

Vehicle 3rd        Party 

Liability   

 Insurance 

PROTOCOL Railways Border 

and Interchage 

Stations 

PROTOCOL 

Customs 

Transit System 

PROTOCOL 

Sanitary & 

Phytosanitary 

Measures 

PROTOCOL 

Dangerous 

Goods 

PROTOCOL 
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ACTS KEY FEATURES 

SINGLE 

GUARANTEE 
SINGLE 

DECLARATION 

 

 

• Single electronic 

customs 

declaration from 

departure to 

destination 

 

• Single guarantee 

valid for the 

international 

journey from 

departure to 

destination 
 

SINGLE TRANSIT 

DOCUMENT 

• Single transit 

document for 

transit from 

departure to 

destination called 

Transit 

Accompanying 

Document (TAD) 

ASEAN CUSTOMS TRANSIT SYSTEM  

ACTS 
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ACTS KEY FEATURES 

END TO END 

NETWORK 

SECURED  

SYSTEM 

• Secure and 

efficient system for 

end to end 

operation 

• Single permitted 

truck movement  

from departure 

to destination 

• No transfer of 

goods to a 

different truck in 

each country for 

each transit  
 

• Complete Customs 

to Customs and 

Customs to 

Business network 

• end to end 

computerised 

Customs transit 

management 

system 

SINGLE 

MEANS OF 

TRANSPORT 

ASEAN CUSTOMS TRANSIT SYSTEM 

ACTS 



ACTS PROCESS & PROCEDURE                 

PILOT IMPLEMENTATION 

Authorised 
Consignee 

 Transit Declaration 

Office of Departure 
 
 
  

Office of Transit 

 

 
 
Office of Destination  

 
Principal  

  

Office of 
Guarantee 

TAD 

TAD 

TAD 

TAD 

TAD 

NCF 
AAR 

ATR 

Authorised Transit Trader  
If Consignee not authorised the truck 
proceeds to Office of Destination 

Normal Procedure 

NCF 

Authorised Consignee notifies  
Ofice of Destination of arrival 

Seal(s) affixed by Customs 

Seal(s) affixed by 
trader 

GRN generated by 
system 

Goods Released & Guarantee Discharged 

Simplified 
Procedure 

NOT  
PILOTED 

MY 

SG / TH 

SG / TH 



LESSONS LEARNT 
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•Customs and transport 
authorities have to ensure the 
readiness of the traders and 
transporters with complete 
understanding on the ACTS 
procedure 

AWARENESS & 
READINESS  

 

•Member States need to 
have the same spirit to 
have the ACTS fully 
realized for trade 
facilitation 
 

COMMON 
UNDERSTANDING  

•Technical issues may be 
expected but they shall 
not be major failure of 
connectivity among the 
transit countries 

CONNECTIVITY 

 

•Major functionalities for a 
smooth end to end transit 
operation should be 
thoroughly identified 
beforehand   

SYSTEM 
REQUIREMENT 



24/10/2019 PREPARED BY DR RAMLAH HJ MUKHTAR 


