
WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement:  
 

Poul Hansen 
UNCTAD 

 



 
 
 
Structure of the Presentation 
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4. TFA obligations and actions 
5. TFA implementation and Customs 
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Walking Along the Path 
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 Negotiations on TF concluded 
 Text of TFA agreed 
 Preparatory Committee Established to 
 ‘Legalize’ the TFA 
 Adoption of Protocol of Amendment 
 Open Protocol for Acceptance 
 Developing countries to submit Cat A measures 

 

Phase 4- Bali (2013) onwards 



11 

Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) 

-Section I- Substantive Provisions; 
GATT          TFA 
•Art. X (Transparency)                        Art. 1-5 

•Art. VIII (Fees & Formalities)           Art. 6-10 

•Art. V (Transit)                 Art. 11 

•Other issues                  Art. 12-13 
- Section II- Special and Differential Treatment 
- Final Provisions 



Relationship with GATT and other 
Agreements (2) 

• The TFA would be inserted in Annex 1A of the 
WTO Agreement--- and would become part of the 
Multilateral Agreement on Trade in Goods 

• In case of conflict between GATT 1994, the 
provisions of the TFA would prevail to the extent of 
conflict (General interpretive note to Annex 1A). 

• The TFA cannot diminish the rights and obligations 
under SPS and TBT Agreement (s) 



From Policy statement to legal text 
  Policy Statement 
 “Extent and timing of entering into commitments shall be 

related to the implementation capacities of developing and 
Least Developed  countries” (July Package) 

  Legal Text 
Self designation by DCs and LDCS - 3 categories  

Cat A - Measures that will apply immediately after entry into 
force of the TFA   
Cat B - Those that will apply after expiration of a transition 
period 
Cat C - Those that will apply upon acquisition of 
implementation capacity through provision of TACB 
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A. All TFA provisions binding for all Members. 
 

A. Developed countries to implement provisions upon entry 
into force of the TFA. 

 

A. Developing and least developed Members shall self-
designate and categorize in A, B and C category. 

 

A. Developed countries agreed to facilitate the support and 
technical assistance for capacity building. 

 

A. A Committee on Trade Facilitation (CTF) is established in 
the WTO. 

TFA obligations and actions 



WTO  
By 31 July 2014 
A.Establish 'Preparatory Committee' operational 
B.Legal review of the text. 
C.Draw ‘Protocol of Amendment' to insert the TFA in Annex 
1A of the WTO Agreement. 
D.Receive notifications of Category A. 
E.Adopt Protocol of Amendment. 
F.Annex notification of Category A commitments of 
developing countries to the TFA. 
G.Open the Protocol for acceptance until 31 July 2015 (BMD 
paragraph 3). 
 

TFA obligations and actions 



WTO  
By 31 July 2015 
A.Receive acceptance of the Protocol of Amendment from 
Members. 
B.Inform the Members regarding the exact date of entry into 
force of the. 
 

TFA obligations and actions 



WTO  
Entry into force and beyond 
A. Operationalize the Committee on Trade Facilitation. 
B. Annex different category provisions from developing and 

least developed countries to the TFA. 
C. Review the operation and implementation after four years 

after entry into force and periodically 
D. Remind Members for notifying the definitive date of 

implementation of Category B or C three months before 
those are. 

E. Extension of deadlines for the Member(s) experiencing 
difficulty to notify its definitive dates. 

TFA obligations and actions 



WTO  
Entry into force and beyond 
F. Within 60 days after notification of the definitive dates, 
TF Committee would annex these provisions and dates to 
make it integral part of the TFA (Member's schedule of 
commitment. 
G. Establishing an Expert Group no later than 60 days 
after receiving the notification from a developing Member its 
inability to implement a particular provision on account of 
lacking the ability to implement or unforeseen circumstances 
(Article 6.2 of Section II). 

TFA obligations and actions 



Least Developed Countries 
By July 2015 
A. Deposit acceptance of the Protocol of Amendment to the 

WTO. 

TFA obligations and actions 



Least Developed Countries 
Within one year of entry into force 
A.Notify Category A provisions to the WTO. 
B.Notify Category B provisions and may notify indicative dates 
of implementation (for the dates, the expression used is 'may' 
not 'shall’). 
C.Notify the Category C. 

TFA obligations and actions 



Least Developed Countries 
Within two years of entry into force (one year after 
notification of Cat C) 
A.Inform the TF Committee on assistance and support 
required for implementation of Category C provisions. 
 
 

TFA obligations and actions 



Least Developed Countries 
Within three years of entry into force (Two years after the 
notification date of Category B) 
A. Notification to confirm Category B provisions and dates for 

implementation. In case of difficulty, there is a possibility to 
request the TF Committee for extension in time for 
notification. 

TFA obligations and actions 



Least Developed Countries 
Within four years of entry into force (Two years after the 
notification of assistance 'Required') 
A. Provide information on the arrangements entered for 

provision of assistance and support (also for donor 
members). 

B. Notify indicative dates for implementation of Category C 
provisions. 

TFA obligations and actions 



Least Developed Countries 
Within five and a half years of entry into force (18 months after 
the notification of indicative dates of Category C) 
A. Provide information to the TF Committee on the progress 

made on provision of assistance and support (also by 
donor members). 

B. Notify the definitive dates for implementation of Category C 
provisions. In case of difficulty possibility to request TF 
Committee for extension in time for notification as soon as 
possible prior to expiration of deadlines. 

TFA obligations and actions 



Developing Countries 
By 31 July 2014  
A. Notify Category A provisions. 

TFA obligations and actions 



Developing Countries 
By 31 July 2015 
A. Deposit acceptance of the Protocol to the WTO. 

TFA obligations and actions 



Developing Countries 
Upon entry into force 
A.Implement Category A provisions. 
B.Notify Category B and C provisions along with indicative 
dates of implementation.  
C.Inform the TF Committee on arrangement required for 
implementation of Category C provisions. 
 

TFA obligations and actions 



Developing Countries 
Within one year of entry into force 
A. Notify definitive dates for implementation of Category B. In 

case of difficulty possibility to request TF Committee for 
extension in time for notification as soon as possible prior 
to expiration of deadlines. 

B. Inform the TF Committee on arrangement made or 
entered into for implementation of Category C provisions 
(also by donor members). 

TFA obligations and actions 



Developing Countries 
Within two and a half years after entry into force (18 months 
after notification of assistance 'Required' for Category C) 
A.Provide information to the TF Committee on the progress 
made on provision of assistance and support (also by donor 
members). 
B.Notify the definitive dates for implementation of Category C 
provisions. In case of difficulty possibility to request TF 
Committee for extension in time for notification as soon as 
possible prior to expiration of deadlines. 
 

TFA obligations and actions 



Developed Members  
By 31 July 2015  
A. Deposit acceptance of the Protocol to the WTO (implied 

from paragraph 3 of BMD). 

TFA obligations and actions 



Developed Members  
Upon Entry into force 
A. Implement all measures upon entry into force. 
B. Submit information on Technical Assistance (TA) and 

Capacity Building (CB) in the annexed format upon entry 
into force and annually thereafter. 

C. Notify contact information of their agencies responsible for 
TA and CB and contact points within the country or region 
of intended assistance. 

D. Submit the process and mechanism of requesting 
assistance. 

TFA obligations and actions 



Developed Members  
After one year of entry into force 
A.Inform the TF Committee on arrangement made or entered 
into for implementation of Category C provisions for 
developing countries. 
 

TFA obligations and actions 



Developed Members  
Within two and a half years after entry into force 
A. Provide information to the TF Committee on the progress 

MADE on provision of assistance and support to the 
Developing Countries. 

TFA obligations and actions 



Developed Members  
Within four years of entry into force 
A.Notify TA arrangements with LDCs to enable 
implementation of category “C” provisions. 

TFA obligations and actions 



Developed Members  
Within five and a half years of entry into force 
A. Inform the Committee on the progress in delivery of to 

LDC. 

TFA obligations and actions 
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TFA impact on Customs  























WTO TFA: implementation of international obligations  as 
per  national  capacity & priorities  



Thank You 
Division on Technology and Logistics 

Trade Logistics Branch 
Trade Facilitation Section 

 
www.unctad.org/TTL 
www.unctad.org/RMT 

www.unctad.org/TransportNews 
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