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STATUTE OF THE

ISLAMIC STATES TELECOMMUNICATIONS UNION (ISTU)

PREAMBLE ;

The Member States of the Organization of the Islamic

Conference;

Guided by the objectives of the Organization as

stipulated in 1its Charter;

Convinced of their desire to develop and promote
cooperation among themselves in the economic, social,
cultural, scientific and religious fields, and to mobilise
their economic resources and the available capabilities to

the optimum in order to fulfil this desire;

Recognising that telecommunications 1s an important
element of this cooperation, and that development of
telecommunication links and communications will lead to
progress and contribute to the general welfare of the

Member States to their mutual interest and benefit;

Anxious to establish a sound and efficient structure
for the telecommunications networks as a foundation for
improving local and international communications to enable

their proples to get better acquainted with each other;

Appreciating the important recommendations of the
Third Islamic Summit Conference and the Islamic Conference
of Foreign Ministers to ensure cooperation and coordination

in the field of telecommunications;
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Approve the Statute of the Islamc States

Tel ecommuni cati ons Uni on;

Declare their conplete readiness to put the

Statute into effect in letter and spirit; and

Express their sincere wish to exert every efforts

to achieve its ains and objectives.
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The following words as mentioned

shall mean the followi ng:-
1. "The Statute"
2. "The Union"
3. "The Gener al
Assenbl y"
4, "The Executive
Boar d"
5. "Menbers"
6.. "The Organization"
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t hroughout the

The Statute of the Islamc
States Tel econmuni cations
Uni on.

The Islamc States Tel ecommu-
ni cati ons Union.

The General
t he Uni on.

Assenbl y of

The Executive Board of the

Uni on.

The States which sign and
ratify this Statute.

The Organi zation of the

Islam ¢ Conference.
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Article 1: Est abl i shment of the Union

A Union is hereby established,' within the Organization's
framework, to deal with telecommunications affairs, as a
speci alised organ. The Union shall enjoy the status of a
full legal personality. Its Headquarters will be in the

Islam ¢ Republic of Pakistan.

Article 2: Obj ectives of the Union

The Union ainms at achieving the followi ng objectives:

(i) To prompte Islamic solidarity in the

t el ecommuni cati ons field;

(i) To ensure self-sufficiency, integration and
coordi nation anong Member States in the
tel ecommuni cati ons area, as nuch as possible;

(iii) To protect the Menbers' interests within
simlar international organisations and forums,
by all possible means, and to provide advice,
consul tancy and suggested solutions in matters
referred by the Menbers;

(iv) To propose plans, undertake studies and pursue
research with a view to develop and nodernize
t el ecommuni cati ons according to advanced
international technical and technol ogical

st andar ds;

(v) To extend all possible assistance to the
Members for training manpower and establishing
centres and institutes specializing in

t el econmuni cati ons;
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(vi) To make the maxi mum possible use of the
manpower, expert services and training
facilities available in the Menber States;

(vii) To expedite the modernisation of the
techni cal nmethods and operation works, and
offer the available technical and technol ogical
services to upgrade the standard of services
in the Member St ates;

(viii) a) To continue encouraging the use of the
Arabi ¢ al phabet and Arabic |anguage as an
of ficial |anguage, besides English and French,
in all simlar international foruns and

Conf erences;

b) To encourage, as nuch as possible, the
use of the Arabic al phabet in telecomrmunications
anong the Menber States;

(i x) To encourage the Menbers to set up industries
for manufacturing telecomrunications equipment
and material; and to coordinate the Menbers'
endeavours towards the technical, technol ogical
and econonmic integration of such industries;

(x) To encourage effective participation by Menber
States and coordination of their positions in
the regional, international and other
conferences relating to telecommunications;

(xi) To devel op cooperation anong nembers in
establishing tel ephones, telegraph, telex,
data and other telecommunications services,
and to enhance telecommunications networks,
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as well as to ensure the conplenentary of ground
and space networks through coordination wth

simlar regional and international organisations;

(xii) Pursue any other task which is of interest and
mut ual benefit to the Menbers in the field of
t el ecommuni cati ons, and the general objectives
of the Union.

Article 3: Immunities and Privileges

The provisions of the Agreement on |Immunities and
Privil eges of the Organization shall apply to all the organs,
Conferences and Comm ttees of the Union, to the Menbers'

representatives to that Union, and to the Union's staff;

Article 4: Member shi p

The Union shall be conposed of the Menber States of

the Organization who sign and ratify the present Statute;

Article b5: Organs of the Union

The organs of the Union shall be :-

a) The General Assenbly
b) The Executive Board
c) The Secretariat General.

Article 6: The General Assenbly

a) Conposition and Meetings

(i) The General Assenbly is the highest authority
1D the Union. It consists of all the Union's
Members represented by high-level delegates
havi ng specialised experience;
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(i)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(b)

The Gener al
session once every 3 years.
sessions may be held at
Member

approval
Quorum for

maj ority of
Each Menber

The General
resol utions

maj ority,
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Assenbly shall hold an ordinary
Its extraordinary
the request of
General with the
the Menbers.
any session shall

the Members.

any
the Director
two-third

or
of of

consist of a

shall be entitled to one vote.

Assembly shall its

on ordinary matters by a sinple

adopt

and on other matters by a two-third

maj ority.

The GCener al
in the Headquarters of
hol d
t he

Powers and Duties of

Assenbly shall hold
the Union. It

its nmeetings
may al so
its meetings outside the Headquarters at

invitation of any Memnber.

the General Assenbly:

()
(i)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

El ect the President and the Vice-President.

t he

equi t abl e

El ect Executive Board on the basis of

geographic distribution.

El ect the Director General and his Assistant

in accordance with the present Statute and

upon the proposals and reconmendati ons of

the Members.
Dr aw- up

the general policy which would

ensure the achievenment of the Union's

obj ectives.

Wor k-out the Union's by-Iaws.
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(vi) Establish the financial policy and general

programme of the Union.

(vii) Adopt recommendations, resolutions and reports,
and approve the agreements which the Union nay
enter into with the States and other

Or gani zati ons.

(viii) Deal with cases in which a Menber does not

honour his obligations towards the Union.

(ix) Review the activities and work of the Executive
Boar d.

Article 7: The Executive Board

a) Conposition and Meeti ngs

(i) The Executive Board shall be conposed of
11 Members elected by the General Assenbly,
on the basis of equitable geographic
distribution, for a three year period

renewabl e once.

(ii) The Director General of the Union and a
representative of the General Secretariat
of the Organization would also be Menbers

of the Executive Board but without voting

powers.
(iii) The Executive Board shall neet atleast
once a year. It shall elect a Chairman and

a \lice-Chairman at each ordinary session.

—
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(iv) The Executive Board may hold extraordinary
session at the request of a Union Member, and
with the approval of four Board members, or at

the request of the Director-General.

(v) The Executive Board shall be responsible to the
General Assenbly. It has the full power to
inplement the resolutions and recommendati ons
issued by the General Assenbly with the purpose

of realising the Union's objectives.

(vi) The Executive Board shall adopt its decisions on
ordinary matters by a simple majority, and on

other matters by a two-third majority.

(vii) The Executive Board may set up adhoc ordinary

Committees as it deems necessary.

b) Powers and Duties of the Executive Board

(i) Take measures required for the inplementation of
the general policies draumup by the General
Assenbl y.

(ii) Prepare all the necessary regulations, and
instructions for the snooth running of the
Union's activities and followup their

execution.

(iii) Consider the reports of the Union's Secretari at
General on its activities, and submt them to
the General Assenbly with appropriate
recomrendati ons.

(iv) Approve the Union's annual budget in the 1ight
of the rules and basis laid by the General Assenbly.
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(v) Approve the Union's annual closing accounts.
(vi) Specify the necessary rules for auditing the

Union's accounts, and appoint a Chartered

Accountant for such an auditing.

(vii) Delegate to the Director General any of its

duties and responsibilities.

(viii) Prepare the agenda and documents for the

meetings of the General Assembly.

(1x) The Executive Board may invite observers or

guests to attend its meetings without wvoting

rights.
Article 8: The Union's Secretariat
1. The General Secretariat of the Union shall be composed

of a Director General responsible for its overall management,
an Assistant Director General, and a number of staff members
who are to be appointed by the Director General with due

regard to their capabilities, integrity and the principle of

equitable geographic distribution.

2. The Director General, 1in exercise of his duties, will

be responsible to the Executive Board.

Article 9:

A. Election of the Director General

(1) The Director General shall be elected by the
General Assembly 1in coordination with the
Secretary General of the Organization for a

term of 3 years, renewable by one term only.
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B. Powers and Duties of
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The Director General shall be a Mislim national

the Menber
hi ghly qualified in

of one of St ates, and should be

t el ecomuni cati ons.

The Assistant Director General shall be

elected on the sanme terns and conditions

laid down for the election of the Director

Gener al .

the Director-General

()

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

I mpl ement ati on and supervision of the General
the

Assembl y and

resol utions
t he

the Union and
the General

policy of
adopted by
Executive Board.

Adm nistrative and technical supervision of
the staff,

of the Union.

and follow-up of the activities

Preparation of the annual draft budget and its

subm ssion, along with the final accounts, to

the Executive Board.

the Union's
Assembly and

Present ati on of
the General

reports on
activities to t he

Executive Board.

Carrying out studies and research in accordance

with the
Gener al

resolutions and recommendati ons uf the

Assembly and the Executive Board.

Preparation of the annual work plan and its

subm ssion to the Executive Board.
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(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

(x)

(xi)

(xii)

Article 10:

AN NG

ORGANISATION

GENERAAL SECAETARIAT

¥

o

PAA R | R |

Preparatory work of various conferences and

meetings of the Union.

Coordi nation of the view-points of the Members.

matters along with
t he

Subm ssion of all relevant

background notes and other documents to

various conferences and conm ttees.

classification and circul ati on of
t he
the Uni on.

Compi | ati on,

information in tel ecommuni cati ons

the Menmbers of

data and
field to

Preparation of the Union's organigram and its

subm ssion to the Executive Board,

The Drector General shall be responsible for the

Union's funds, and for expenditure
with

by the General

the financial regulations to be drawn up

Assenbl y.

Fi nanci al Resources of the Union

The
of :-

(i)

(i)

(iii)
(iv)

financial resources of the Union shall consist

whi ch shall
in the

Contri butions from Menber States,

assessed according to the basis applied

Organi zation of the Islamc Conference;

Donati ons and voluntary contributions as

approved by the General Assenbly;

Revenues for services rendered;

resources approved by the GCeneral

Any ot her
the executive Board.

Assenbly or

OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE

in accordance
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Article 11; Rel ations with other Organizations

The Union, with the approval of the General Assenbly
may establish and maintain relations with international or
regi onal organizations; Telecomunications Adm nistrations
in non-Menmber countries; and recognised private operating
agencies dealing with telecommunications, except organizations
in racist and Zionist countriess.

Article 12: Enbl em of the Union

The enblem of the Union shall be in harnony with the
enbl em of the Organization of the Islamc Conference and
shall reflect the purposes and goals of the Union. The
enmbl em whose specifications and contents will be laid
down by the General Assembly, shall be used in the official

communi cations and dealings of the Union.

Article 13: Ot her Agreements between the Menber States

The Menmber States shall keep into view all the
provisions of this Statute while concluding bilateral or
mul tilateral agreements with one another in the field of
tel ecommuni cati ons. They shall also transmt to the
Secretariat of the Union copies of such agreements.

Article 14; Settlement of Disputes

In case a dispute should arise between two or nore
Members out of the interpretation or application of the
provisions of this Statute and should remain unsolved, it
shall be referred to the next neeting of the General Assenbly
following the occurance of the dispute, for a final
settl ement.
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Article 15: Entry into Force

This Statute shall enter into force follow ng the

deposit of nstruments of the ratification by 15 Menber

States with the General Secretariat of the Organization.

Article 15; W t hdr awal

a - Any Member may withdraw from the Union by a
written notification transmtted to the
General Secretariat of the Organization which,
in turn, wll advise other Menbers of the

Union of the withdrawal.

b - The Menmber applying for withdrawal shall be
bound by its obligations until the end of the
fiscal year during which the application
withdrawal is submtted.

Article 17: Amendment of the Statute

This Statute may be amended by the General Assenbly
by a two-third majority of the Members. The amendment shall
be submtted for approval to the Islam c Conference of
Foreign M nisters, and shall become effective after
ratification by the two-third of the Menber States.

Article 18: Di ssol uti on of the Union

a - The Union can only be dissolved by a decision
of a four-fifth majority of the General Assenbly
at an extra-ordinary session held for this
pur pose.
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b - Dissolution shall becone effective after
approval of the Islamc Conference of
Foreign M nisters.
¢ - The property of the Union, after dissolution,
shall be transferred to the Organization.
Article 19: Official Languages
The official |anguages of the Union shall be
Arabic, English and French. This Statute has been drawn up
in these three |anguages each being equally authentic.
However, in case of discrepancy, the Arabic text shall

prevail .
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