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I.
Introduction:
1. This report features the recent activities carried out by the OIC General Secretariat towards coordinating the various activities of the diverse OIC institutions in the domain of economic cooperation. These activities are aimed at following up the implementation of the relevant recommendations and decisions of the relevant OIC Ministerial meetings, such as the CFM, COMCEC and other sectorial meetings and workshops.
2. The Report will dwell on the most recent actions taken by the General Secretariat and Institutions working in the economic domain, since the convening of the 27th COMCEC General Assembly session held in Istanbul, Turkey on 17-20 October 2011. In addition reporting on details of the coordination work of the General Secretariat, the Report would cover the recent reports provided by the relevant OIC Institutions, including the conclusions reached at last Coordination Meeting of OIC institutions in the Economic Domain held at the OIC General Secretariat in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia on 21-22 January 2012.
3. Emphasis has been placed on providing details of those actions, which have the potentials of supporting the implementation of developmental projects, thereby contributing to the vision of OIC leaders for socio-economic transformation in OIC Member States as well as the increased welfare of their peoples.
4. Considering the fact that most of the activities and projects identified in the domain of intra-OIC trade had been implemented, the General Secretariat is inviting attention in the Report to the need for impact assessment of the actualization of the target set for intra-OIC trade, as well the need to give effect to the various projects already approved by the competent OIC authorities in the domain of agriculture, food security and rural development, and the mainstreaming of the role of the private sector in the economic development of OIC Member States. Importantly, details of the implementation of the decision on the creation of OIC Food Security Reserves in OIC Member States, the findings of the OIC Task Force on SME are covered fully in the Report, and the Workshop of Agro-Industrial Development held in Kampala, Uganda on 11-12 October 2011.

II.
COOPERATION IN THE AREA OF TRADE
5. The implementation of the OIC strategy on promotion of intra-OIC trade has continued to feature prominently in the Organization’s scheme of work. In this regard, 27th COMCEC General Assembly session mandated relevant OIC institutions to continue to support activities in the domain of trade promotion, financing and facilitation.  

6. In addition to the following traditional activities of ICDT, IDB, ITFC, ICIEC, ICD, and ICCI, the Fourth Meeting of Consultative Group for Enhancing Intra-OIC Trade, held in Marrakesh, Kingdom of Morocco on 21-22 February 2012 reviewed the implementation of the Executive Programme of the Road Map for Achieving Intra-OIC Trade Targets. It decided to conduct a comprehensive impact assessment of the activities and the strategies adopted towards achieving the current target of 20% of intra-OIC trade by 2015. In this regard, it is worth noting that the activities outlined in the Executive Road Map have been satisfactorily accomplished, considering the fact that 79% of 261 identified projects were fully implemented.
7. The Meeting emphasized on the role of Export Credit Insurance in enhancing intra-OIC trade and recommended to: (i). request the Member States which has not done so to join ICIEC; (ii). encourage the Member States to participate in the capital increase of ICIEC and enhance the capital resources of their respective Export Credit Insurance Agencies (ECAs); (iii). Invite Member States to establish their own National Export Credit Insurance Agencies; (iv).recommend to Central Banks in OIC Member States to encourage Commercial Banks under their supervision to use Export Credit Insurance as an acceptable risk mitigation for trade finance; and (v). invite Member States to establish Trade Finance Support Schemes.

 a)
Trade Facilitation/Preferential System among the Member States of OIC (TPS-OIC)

8. Efforts aimed at securing Member States execution of the multilateral instruments for the Trade Preferential System of OIC (TPS-OIC) continued to feature prominently in the activities of the Organization.  In line with the demarche to exhort Ministers of Member States on finalization of participation process in TPS-OIC, the Secretary General addressed specific letters to Ministers of Bahrain, Bangladesh, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Jordan, Iran, Kuwait, Maldives, Pakistan, Somalia and Syria respectively. Consequently, Bangladesh, Iraq, Jordan, and Kuwait have conveyed in writing the imminent conclusion of their ratification processes.         .       
9. Since 27th Session of COMCEC on 16-20 October 2011, the State of Kuwait signed PRETAS and Rules of Origin, while the Republic of Indonesia ratified the Framework Agreement on TPS-OIC and signed the PRETAS and Rules of Origin. On its part, the Republic of Iraq ratified the Framework Agreement on TPS-OIC, while Palestine has ratified the three TPS-OIC agreements. Furthermore, Djibouti signed PRETAS, Rules of Origin and the Framework Agreement. Similarly, Islamic Republic of Pakistan ratified the TPS-OIC Rules of Origin. The current status of signing and ratification of OIC economic agreements is indicated in the Annex.
10. Following the submission of list of products for tariff concessions by Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, the number of Member States who have completed the signing and ratification process of TPS-OIC agreements and submitted their list of products reached the required number of 10 Member States for actual operationalization of TPS-OIC scheme. These Member States include: Bangladesh, Jordan, Malaysia, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Turkey and United Arab Emirates.

11. In this context Member States which are yet to complete the signing and ratification process of TPS-OIC and to forward their lists in line with the relevant provisions of COMCEC resolutions as early as possible. This includes the submission of their specific annual installments of reduction along with the list of products (schedules of concessions), sample of certificates and specimen impression of stamps used in their customs and to complete internal and legislative and administrative measures.  
12. Within the framework of providing technical assistance to Member States on TPS-OIC, the ICDT in collaboration with the Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture and the Libyan Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation organized a national symposium for Libya on the impact and importance of joining TPS-OIC, in Tripoli, Libya on 13-14 March 2012. The symposium discussed the various national and regional aspects of participation of Libya in the TPS-OIC. 
 Consultations with Regional Economic Blocs:

13. In order to harmonise the implementation of the OIC tariff regimes along with those of other regional economic blocs with common membership with OIC, the General Secretariat has continued its consultations with West African Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU). Based on the conclusions of the Coordination Meeting of OIC institutions in the Economic Domain held in Jeddah, the General Secretariat on 29 February 2012 has forwarded the TPS-OIC Frequently Asked Questions to enable sensitisation of WAEMU Member States on the benefits of TPS-OIC. This will enable the resumption of official talks to ensure that WAEMU resolves to join the TPS-OIC as a group. In the same connection, the ICDT and ITFC will organize regional workshops for ECOWAS, ECO, and ASEAN in 2012 and 2013.

b)
Trade Facilitation: Regional Workshop on Cross-Border Cooperation
14. The OIC Regional Workshop on Trade Facilitation, with emphasis on cross-border cooperation and role of customs administrations was held in Ankara, Turkey on 21-23 November 2011. Three UN Regional Economic Commissions (UNECE, UNESCAP, and UNESCWA), UNCTAD, WCO and ITC actively participated at the Workshop and made presentations on international Trade and Transport Facilitation (TTF) standards, recommendations, conventions, tools and mechanisms used in TTF, including Business Process Analysis (BPA), WCO Data Model, Single Window Application, Customs modernization and Unctad’ Ascycuda system, roles, structure, functions, and funding modalities of National Trade and Transport Facilitation Committees (NTTFC).
15. The Workshop recommended among others, to: (i). take advantages of international standards on TTF for the simplification, rationalization and harmonization of procedures (Single Window), documentation and information flows to promote intra-OIC trade and enhance economic cooperation and regional integration; (ii) identify key bottlenecks in export and import chains and propose relevant actions to improve end-to-end supply chain performance; (iii) promote active Private Sector participation in the design and implementation of trade and transport facilitation programmes in the OIC Member States; (iv) prepare OIC level trade and transport facilitation programme with relevant OIC institutions, including regional economic organizations.      
c)
Cooperation among the Trade Promotion Organizations

16. ITFC has continued to support trade promotion activities of Trade Promotion Organizations (TPOs) by organizing and sponsoring their collective participations in international trade fairs, buyers-sellers meetings and business forums to enable them to reach new markets and promote products of their members companies in these markets. In this vein, it organized the collective participation of 10 TPOs and Chambers of Commerce and Industry in 13th Trade Fair of Member States of the OIC during 24-29 April 2011, and facilitated organization of 14th Private Sector Meeting for Promotion of Trade and Joint Venture Investment among Islamic Countries.

d)
 Trade Fairs and Exhibitions

17.  The 1st OIC Heath Expo was held in Tunis, Republic of Tunisia on 1-4 March 2012 under the auspices of the ICDT. The First Cotton and Textile Exhibition in the OIC Member States was held in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, on 21-25 September 2011. The Expo brought together actors of the health sectors including pharmaceutical industry, nutrition professionals, dietetics, and surgery in order to promote their products and services, through a professional exhibition. The Exhibition enabled the decision makers and experts to exchange best practices on public health issues. It also created a forum for developing partnership and strategic alliances among the health sector operators in the OIC Member States. 
18. Similarly, the Forum on Specialized Exhibition on the Services of Higher Education in the OIC Member States was held in Girne, Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, on 28th November-1st December 2011. The Forum aimed at establishing direct contacts between the stakeholders in the filed of training, encourage investment in this sector and develop partnerships between the Universities in the OIC Member States, notably through the exchange of students and trainers.             

e)
Trade Financing

19.  During the year 2011, the trade approval of ITFC reached about US$ 3,033 million, as against US$ 2,554 million in 2010, while the disbursements for the year was US$ 1.8 billion. Therefore, the cumulative trade finance approvals of ITFC since its inception reached US$ 9.6 billion. However the cumulative trade finance approvals in the IDB Groups reached approximately US$ 40 billion. Most of the approvals relates to public-private financing and capacity building in various areas of trade, agriculture and strategic commodities development. 
20. In line with its diversification strategy, the ITFC attracted new client and succeeded in penetrating new countries. In 2011, ITFC sustained growth in its Structured Trade Financing (STF) operations which have been expanded in both number (17 operations) and aggregate amount (US$501 million). During the period under review, ITFC provided input financing for the agriculture sector to the tune of US$ 303 million. Although, ITFC does not extend direct facilities to SMEs, the Corporation has devised a line of financing to local banks, which have better access to information on SMEs. Accordingly, ITFC sustained its focus on 2-step Murabaha facilities for SME financing and US$ 86 million worth of facilities allocated to SME financing. 
f)
Standardization and Metrology:

21. Having adopted the three documents prepared by the OIC Standardization Expert Group (SEG) on Halal Standards, the Standards and Metrology Institute for Islamic Countries (SMIIC) has since established seven technical committees including a committee on Halal Food Issues. The other committees deal with Halal Cosmetic Issues; Service Site Issues; Renewable Energy; Tourism and Related Services; Agriculture Process; and Transportation. 
III.
AGRICULTURE, FOOD SECURITY AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

a)  

Elaboration of OIC Framework for Cooperation in Agriculture, Rural Development and Food Security 
22. Pursuant to the Resolutions of the Fifth and Sixth OIC Ministerial Conference on Food Security and Agricultural Development, which were held in Khartoum, Republic of Sudan on 26-28 October 2010, and in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey on 3-6 October 2011, respectively, the COMCEC Task Force on Agriculture, Rural Development and Food Security, has finalized the Draft OIC Framework for Cooperation in Agriculture, Rural Development and Food Security in OIC Member States.  The draft has been circulated to all Member States for further comments and inputs.  
b) 
Establishment of OIC Food Security Institution in Kazakhstan

23. The 27th Session of the COMCEC, which was held in Istanbul, Turkey, on 17-20 October 2011, welcomed the resolution of 6th OIC Ministerial Conference on Food Security and Agricultural development with regard to the proposal by Kazakhstan on establishment of an OIC Food Security Office in Kazakhstan. It recommended that the relevant details on this initiative be submitted to 39th Session of CFM through ICECS. 
24. Consequently, the delegation of Kazakhstan visited OIC General Secretariat and IDB on 16-18 January 2012 to discuss the modalities for establishing the OIC Food Security Office as a specialized institution of the OIC. During this visit the General Secretariat received the Draft for the proposed OIC Food Security Office, and later on proposed a separate Draft Protocol on the establishment of the OIC Food Security Reserve for Central Asia. 
25. In late April 2012, the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Kazakhstan submitted the revised Draft Charter of the proposed Food Security Office. On its part, the General Secretariat has circulated the said Draft Chart in English language among OIC Member States by posting it on the following OIC web-page:

http://www.oic-ci.org/english/conf/food/DRAFT_CHARTER_FOOD_SECURITY_OFFICE.pdf
26. The 35th Session of the ICECS agreed to continue to negotiate the issue of establishment of an OIC Food Security Office in Kazakhstan with the possibility of convening an expert group meeting (EGM) before consideration by the Special Committee of the 39th CFM Session scheduler for Djibouti in November 2012.
.c) 
OIC Cotton Action Plan

27. In order to mainstream the role of the Centers of Excellence in the implementation of the OIC Cotton Action Plan, the General Secretariat requested all Centers of Excellence to submit reports on their current and future activities within the framework of the OIC Cotton Action Plan, as well as to identify the specific research programmes which they intend to accomplish in 2012. 
28. The four Centers of Excellence in Nigeria (Institute for Agricultural Research, Ahmadu Bello University); Senegal (Senegalese Agricultural Research Institute/Development and Textile Fabrics Company (SODEFITEX)); Turkey (Nazilli Cotton Research Institute); and Pakistan (Central Cotton Research Institute, Multan) have submitted detailed reports of their activities in this regard.

29. These reports reflect the inventory of both accomplished and current activities of the above Centers in the area of research and development of cotton, ranging from variety improvement; cultural and management practices; and crop protection to phytosanitary protection; and seed production. 
30. The General Secretariat has posted these reports on the dedicated web-page of the OIC Cotton Action Plan and requested all OIC Member States to make use of the said research documents appropriately. When received, the reports of the remaining four Centers of Excellence would be similarly posted to promote knowledge sharing and exchange of research materials. 
31. With regard to the decision of the Steering and Project Committees on the need to re-package the existing cotton projects to make them bankable and attractive to prospective donors, the IDB has commenced action on a standard format for a Feasibility Study/Terms of Reference for preparing project proposals under OIC Cotton Action Plan.
32. It is to be recalled that 27 projects have been approved by the Steering and Project Committees and are waiting funding.  Only IDB has agreed to fund 6 of the projects, even as the Bank would still need to re-structure the said projects to enable easy processing of these projects. In line with the request of the General Secretariat, the SODEFITEX, Center of Excellence of Senegal, has submitted a project on Capacity Building and Enhancing production efficiency on regional basis. The project aims at enhancing the productivity of cotton cultivation for about 80,000 smallholdings in Senegal to fight poverty for rural dweller. The total project cost is about Euros 190,150. Activities of the project encompasses training of field staff and pilot producers, genetic and seed multiplication, survey and testing of soils, entomology and sanitary protection, as well as coordination at the Center of Excellence. IDB Group and other funding institutions have been requested to finance this project.    

33. In addition to the projects approved, ICD is working on a flagship program to support the development of Special Economic Zones for Cotton Sector in Member States, while ITFC in its own capacity has hired consultancy services to draft country support strategy for cotton sectors of African countries. Benin and Burkina Faso have been selected as the pilot cases for each initiative respectively. 
34. Member-States sponsoring these cotton projects have been requested to formally submit these projects through their respective IDB Governors, with proper indication that these projects have been incorporated into their national plans and priorities. 
35. Within the framework of its Capacity Building Programmes, the SESRIC will organize four training courses on cultivation and production techniques of cotton in a number of OIC countries, namely Togo, Uganda, Niger and Sudan during 2012.
36. The IDB Group, in collaboration with the ICDT and the Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa (BADEA), will organize a Cotton Investment Forum to mobilize additional sources of funding, in order to complement the funding support of the IDB Group. Thereafter, BADEA and other identified OIC and International donors would be invited to indicate their respective interests in financing the projects. It is expected that the Investment Forum would be held in the last quarter of 2012 or early 2013.
d)  
Establishment of OIC Agro-Industrial Association

37. The decision of the Forum on the Development of Agro-food Industries in OIC Member States held in Kampala, Uganda, on 11-12 October 2011, to establish an OIC Agro-Industrial Association was reported to the 27th Session of the COMCEC, which took note of this initiative accordingly. Upon circulation of this proposition to other Member States, several comments were received to this effect. 
38. In reply to the General Secretariat’s request, some OIC Member States, namely Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Syria and Pakistan, as well as Islamic Centre for the Development of Trade (ICDT), forwarded their comments on the proposed establishment of the said Association. In its feedbacks, Iraq and Pakistan proposed several steps to develop a mechanism for establishing agro-food industries in OIC Member States. 
39. On its part,  and while proposing ways and means to establish an OIC Agro-Industrial Association, Saudi Arabia and Jordan made reference to taking advantages of the experience of the Arab Agro-Industries Federation in modeling the proposed Association. It also identified its key areas for cooperation as: poultry, date, dairy and animal feed industries. On their part, the Governments of Kuwait and Syria indicated their support for the proposed Association. Similarly, the ICDT enumerated the goals, expected functions and membership of the proposed OIC Agro-Industrial Association. Other Member States that have expressed support for the establishment of this Association are Oman, Azerbaijan and the Sudan. Most of these Member States have also kindly provided the lists of both public and private companies, dealing with food processing in their respective countries. The General Secretariat intends to establish contact with these organisations, with a view to encouraging them to participate actively in the proposed Association.
40. On the basis of feedbacks so far received from some OIC Member States and Institutions on the subject matter, the General Secretariat prepared and circulated among all OIC Member States in February 2012 the document entitled “The Elements for the Draft Statute Establishing the Proposed OIC Agro-Industrial Association” in February 2012. This was followed by the circulation of the zero draft Statute for the proposed Association collated by the General Secretariat for consideration and eventual approval by the Constituent Assembly of the Association.  
41. The proposed Agro-Industrial Association is expected to promote agribusiness and a value-chain approach to agricultural development in OIC Member States. It would provide services to its members through the coordination and complementarity, revitalization of trade relations, development and coordination of relations in the areas of food industries and product-based specialization. 
42. It is also expected that public and private enterprises operating in the agro-food and agro-industrial domains in the OIC countries would be potential members of the proposed Association. Based on investment capital of the enterprises, the membership categories of the Association would consist of ordinary, associate and honorary members. The governing bodies of the Association would be General Assembly and Board of Directors, while its Secretariat would be responsible for implementing the decisions of the governing bodies. 
43. In a similar way, the General Secretariat has also requested OIC Member States to submit the list and contact details of public and private enterprises operating in the agro-food and agro-industrial domains in their respective countries for the purpose of preparing a database of prospective members of the Association. 
44. It should be emphasized that this initiative also confirms the recommendations of the 6th OIC Task Force Meeting on SME on the establishment of intra-OIC clusters in such areas as agro-food processing, transportation and logistics, manufacturing and services.  
e) 
OIC Food Security Reserve 

45. In order to give effect to the various resolutions of the OIC Ministerial Conferences on Food Security and Agricultural Development, in particular Resolution No.1/4-MFSAD adopted by the Fourth OIC Ministerial Conference on Food Security and Agricultural Development, which was held in Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran, on 14-16 January 1995, on the establishment of OIC Food Security Reserve, the General Secretariat has prepared a Draft Protocol on the Establishment of the OIC Food Security Reserve. 

46. The main objectives of the proposed Food Security Reserve are to ensure the food security of OIC Member States through coordination of national food stock policies and national food reserve; and to monitor the food security situation of OIC Member States. Accordingly, the Draft Protocol proposes the establishment of the OIC Food Security Reserve on regional basis, considering the decentralized nature of the envisaged activities on food security reserve.

47. The General Secretariat in April 2012 has circulated the Draft Protocol among all OIC Member States and has requested the latter to forward their comments on the Draft Protocol as well as indicate their respective desires to participate in the proposed scheme. 
f) 
Seminar on Experiences in Establishing Effective Commodity Exchanges (COMEXs) in OIC Member States

48. The Seminar on Experiences in Establishing Effective Commodity Exchanges (COMEXs) in OIC Member States was organized by IDB Group in partnership with Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey in Ankara, Turkey, on 15-16 December 2011. The outcome of the Seminar includes recommendations at the national and regional level towards ensuring the effective functioning of COMEXs in OIC Member States. 
49. Recommendations at the national level feature supporting establishment of enabling legal and regulatory environment for exchanged based trade system; enhancing human and institutional capacities of COMEXs; and supporting development of market information system for timely dissemination of market/production information, and others. 
50. At the regional level proposed activities include establishment of OIC Network of Commodity Exchange with a view to enhancing knowledge/experience sharing and trade cooperation; and promotion of intra-OIC commodity trade; among others.
g)
Implementation of Jeddah Declaration Initiative for Food Security

51. The IDB within its US$1.5 billion Jeddah Declaration Initiative for Food Security has continued to support OIC Member States to develop agriculture and rural sector. As of January 2012, IDB Group’s cumulative approvals to support agriculture and rural development projects in OIC countries amounted US$ 845.4 million. 

h) 
Capacity Building Programmes 
52. Within the framework of its Capacity Building Programmes, the SESRIC will organize 12 training courses in the domain of agriculture and rural development in a number of OIC countries during 2012. These courses will cover various issues ranging from water management, combating desertification, and rural development to seed development, livestock management, and crop cultivation. 

53. On its part, ICCI will organize a four-day workshop on agribusiness and value chain for OIC countries, and a four-day training programme on microfinance sector development for OIC countries during 2012.      
IV. 
COOPERATION IN TRANSPORTATION SECTOR 

a) 
OIC Dakar-Port Sudan Railway Project 

54. Consultations between OIC and African Union (AU) on the implementation of the OIC Dakar-Port Sudan Railway Project continued in line with the alliance established by the two organisations in this regard.
55. IDB participated at the Validation Workshop on the Draft Final Report of Pre-Feasibility Study on the Missing Links on the AU/NEPAD Dakar - Djibouti corridor, which was held in Addis Ababa on 22 October 2011. The Workshop formulated many comments and observations on the Draft Final Report and urged the consultant to take stock of these observations. IDB has recently received the final version of the Report of the consultant.   
56. The Summary of recent developments on the study indicate that there are two alternative scenarios for the development of railway component of Dakar - Djibouti corridor, including new alignments and rehabilitation of existing sections. The first alternative would involve addition of 3686 km of new lines to the project at the total estimated cost of USD 12.2 billion.  The second alternative would involve the addition of 5100 km of new lines at a total estimated cost of USD 13.6 billion. The consultant also recommended further studies for different sections of the corridor.
57. Meanwhile, parallel actions on the national segments of this project are expected to proceed while the feasibility studies on the entire corridor are underway. For example, practical actions are being undertaken by a number of West African States to improve and complete the railway system linking Abidjan, Ouagadougou, Niamey and Cotonou.  New sections are to be built and existing ones are to be rehabilitated.  A transnational committee was established and practical actions are being taken to assess the investment and to conduct the detailed studies. In this context, the concerned sections in Burkina Faso and Niger are considered part of the Dakar - Port Sudan Corridor.

b) 
Transport Cooperation Framework within the OIC – Izmir Document 2011
58. The 27th Session of the COMCEC endorsed the “Transport Cooperation Framework within the OIC – Izmir Document 2011”. This document is aimed at enhancing cooperation among OIC Member States in the transportation sector. To this end, Izmir Document envisages the establishment of OIC Working Group on Transport to discuss issues related to intra-OIC cooperation in the area of road, rail, maritime transport and civil aviation. 
59. The General Secretariat has circulated Izmir Document 2011 among all OIC Member States, in order to facilitate its adoption by the 39th Session of Council of Foreign Ministers of the OIC scheduled for Djibouti in November 2012. 
V.
Cooperation in the Tourism Sector
a. 
Regional Project on Sustainable Development of Tourism in a Cross-Border Network of Parks and Protected Areas in West Africa

60. The Donor’s Conference for this Project was held in Dakar, Senegal on 27-28 May 2011 under the patronage of the Chairman of the OIC Summit H. E. President Abdoulaye Wade. The Conference was attended by representatives of the participating Member States, OIC General Secretariat, relevant OIC institutions, UNWTO, KOICA as well as potential donors such as Islamic Development Bank (IDB), African Development Bank AFDB) and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) among others.

61. The Donor’s Conference failed to register a high turn-out of Donors as had been anticipated due to some organizational and technical flaws. Nevertheless, those donors in attendance such as IDB and AfDB expressed their readiness to participate in the financing of various aspects of the project such as infrastructure development, agricultural development and poverty reduction. In this regard they requested participating Member States to re-submit their concrete projects in accordance with the respective parameters set by these institutions.

62. The potential donors further observed that there was need for participating Member States to address a number of issues pertaining to their projects, such as the management structure, Private Sector involvement and inclusion of local communities in the project implementation to ensure their successful implementation.

63. Following the Donor’s conference and the observations made therein, the General Secretariat wrote to participating Member States on 20th June 2011 calling on them to submit project details on their respective segments of the Project in compliance with the requirements of the Donors. It further wrote to the UNDP/ South- South Cooperation Unit and sought its support for the Project, to which the latter agreed in principle. . 

64. In an effort to see the project entering the implementation phase, the Steering Committee of the project held a meeting in Casablanca, Morocco on 7-8 February 2012. The meeting received a proposal for the expansion of the scope of the Project to cover Ghana, Liberia, Togo and Nigeria respectively. Accordingly, the OIC Secretary General has since established communication with both Presidents of the ECOWAS and WAEMU Commissions calling upon them to identify with the implementation of the Project.  

b.
Follow-up activities on the decisions of the 7th Session of the Islamic Conference of 
Tourism Ministers

Simplification of visa, customs and foreign exchange procedures:

65.  The 7th ICTM Session of the ICTM approved, among other things, simplification of visa, customs and foreign exchange procedures. To this end, the General Secretariat has called on Member States to put in place mechanisms that will help them achieve a speedy implementation of this decision. It has also requested Member States to indicate the steps they are taking towards achieving the objective of simplifying visa procedures to facilitate unhindered flow of tourists. In response, the Republic of Indonesia has provided a range of concessions on visa accorded to the OIC Member States. These concessions include granting of free visit visas, granting of visas on arrival and free visit visas for 14 days for Diplomatic and Service passport holders from some of OIC Member States. In the same vein Iraq, Djibouti, Mali, Saudi Arabia and Bahrain have also submitted their respective visa regimes in respect of nationals of OIC Member States. Responses from other Member States are being awaited. 

 Focal points: 

66. On the activities of the three focal points the 7th Session ICTM called for urgent action in tourism marketing, tourism facilitation and tourism research and training. In this regard, the Governments of the Republic of Indonesia and the Islamic Republic of Iran updated the Questionnaires on Tourism Facilitation; and Tourism Research and Training, respectively. These Questionnaires were circulated among the Member States, which are being to facilitate identification of areas of cooperation and intervention on the part of OIC Member States. Up to date, only 5 Member States have submitted their completed Questionnaires on Tourism Research and Training outlining the data and information regarding their relevant contact points and training institutions in the domain of tourism. Similarly, OIC Member States are invited to complete and return the Questionnaires on Tourism Facilitation and Tourism Research and Training. So far only 2 Member States have submitted their reply on Questionnaires in this respect.  

Organization of tourism fairs, exhibitions and tourism investment Forum:

67.  The 2nd Tourism Fair of the OIC Members is scheduled to hold in Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt from 20-23 December 2012. This Fair was initially scheduled for 9-12 October 2011 but due to the common will to enhance its chances of success, a decision was taken to defer it to the above-mentioned new dates. 

Third Coordination Committee for the Implementation of the Framework for Development and Cooperation in the domain of Tourism

68. The Third Coordination Committee for the Implementation of the Framework for Development and Cooperation in the domain of Tourism between OIC Member States was held in Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran on 12-13 June 2012. The meeting considered, among other issues, the Progress Report prepared by the General Secretariat on the implementation of Short Term Plan and Program for the Implementation of the Framework Document on Tourism and made several recommendations that will be submitted to the 8th Session of ICTM.
2nd Workshop on Private Sector Cooperation for enhancing Intra-OIC Tourism: 

69. The 2nd Workshop on Private Sector Cooperation for enhancing Intra-OIC Tourism was held in Izmir, Republic of Turkey on 9-10 December 2011 under the auspices of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the Republic of Turkey. Delegations from Private Sectors of several OIC Member States and OIC institutions concerned attended the meeting. 

70. The meeting, among other things, considered and approved the Modality proposal for OIC-COMCEC Private Sector Tourism Forum aimed at providing an enabling environment for the Private Sector of the OIC Member States to discuss potential cooperation areas and identify common issues in the field of tourism. The Forum will also serve as a regular communication channel for them to share their experiences and knowledge. 

71. The General Secretariat is referring the document for necessary action by the 8th ICTM so that it can be incorporated in the Framework for Development and Cooperation in the domain of Tourism in order to ensure coordinated implementation of the joint action in the domain of tourism.

72. The outcome of all these events will be reported to the 8th Islamic Conference of Tourism Ministers for consideration and guidance. 

c.
Convening of the 8th Session of the Islamic Conference of Tourism Minister 

73. The Government of the Republic of Sudan which had offered to host the 8th Session of the Islamic Conference of Tourism Ministers (ICTM) in Khartoum, in 2012 has communicated its regret for its inability to do so due to unforeseen circumstances. The Secretary General is carrying out consultations with a number of Member States with a view of finding an alternative host. It is hoped that these consultations will come to fruition so that the Conference is held in no distant future.  
VI.
COOPERATION in Financial and statistical Sectors 
a) 
Central Banks and Monetary Authorities of OIC Member States

74. The Meeting of the Central Banks and Monetary Authorities of the OIC Member Countries was jointly organized by SESRIC and the Central Bank of Malaysia (Bank Negara Malaysia) and held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 16th November 2011 under the theme “Central Banking and Financial Sector Development”. Consequently, the SESRIC’s questionnaire in respect of Capacity Building Programmes for Central Banks has been circulated to Member States. This would determine such needs as reserve management, risk management, Islamic financial instruments etc. to promote sharing of best practices and enhance intra-OIC cooperation in this domain. 
75. The next Meetings of Central Banks and Monetary Authorities will be held in Istanbul, Turkey and Saudi Arabia and Indonesia in 2012, 2013 and 2014 respectively.
76. On its part, SESRIC within its mandate will organize three training courses for the representatives of the Central Banks in Djibouti, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan during 2012.      
b) 
Cooperation among Stock Exchanges of the OIC Member States

77. The 27th Session of COMCEC took note of the decisions and recommendations of the 5th Meeting of the OIC Member States' Stock Exchanges Forum which was held on 17-18 September 2011 in Istanbul, Turkey. 

78. The Meeting, among other things, encouraged Member States that had not yet signed the agreement on Customized Indices and Exchange Traded Islamic Financial Products to do so at their earliest possible time. The General Secretariat has since circulated the draft agreement to all Member States for their respective actions.  Subsequently, the S&P OIC COMCEC index was launched on 22nd June 2012, in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey.  The index will include 50 leading Shariah-compliant tradable and liquid stocks from the OIC Markets namely Bahrain, Bangladesh, Cote d’Ivoire, Egypt, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Malaysia, Morocco, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, Turkey and the United Arab Emirates. It is also expected to constitute a basis for financial instruments, and will also address the increasing demand for Islamic financial products. The Sixth Stock Exchange Forum will take place in Istanbul, Turkey, in October 2012.
79. Within the framework of its Capacity Building Programme, the SESRIC will organize two training courses for the staff of Stock Exchanges in Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan in 2012. In addition, SESRIC has prepared a Questionnaire on Capacity building programme for Stock exchanges to identify training needs and existing capacities of Stock Exchanges in OIC member States. This questionnaire has been circulated among all OIC Member States. Responses from Member States are still awaited.     
c) 
 Capital Market Regulators Forum among OIC Member States 


80.   A forum for the capital markets regulatory authorities of the OIC Member States was established during the Capital Markets Regulatory Authorities Conference and Roundtable which was held in Istanbul, Turkey on 16 September 2011. The Forum would carry out its activities under the name “COMCEC Capital Market Regulators Forum” with structures comprising of four Task Forces in the areas of Market Development, Capacity Building, Islamic Finance and Financial Literacy respectively. 
81. The General Secretariat appreciates and supports the efforts being exerted by Mr. A. Vedat Akgiray, Chairman Capital Markets Board of Turkey (CMB) and his team who was designated the pioneer Chairman of the Forum and CMB in developing and promoting this nascent Forum. It further calls upon Member States to sensitize their respective Capital Market Regulatory bodies to join this Forum.  The next meeting of the Forum will take place in Istanbul, Turkey later this year.
d)
Second Session of the OIC Statistical Commission

82. The Second Session of the OIC Statistical Commission was co-organized by SESRIC and IDB in Izmir, Turkey, on 13-15 May 2012.  This session reviewed reports of three Working groups on 1) list of indicators specific to OIC countries; 2) OIC-Statistical Commission Strategic Vision Document; and 3) Terms of Reference for the Accreditation of Statisticians. It also reviewed the various country experiences as well as implementation of Capacity Building Programmes of the relevant OIC institutions in the area of statistics. 
VII. 
ROLE OF PRIVATE SECTOR
83. Particular emphasis was placed in the OIC Ten Year Programme of Action on the mainstreaming of the role of the Private Sector in the economic cooperation agenda of the OIC. It is the conviction of OIC leaders that intra-OIC investment and employment generation can be enhanced through the development of the Small and Medium Enterprises, considering the latter as a major employer of labour and a catalyst for growth-promoting economic activities. To this end, the General Secretariat has stepped up the implementation of the recommendations of the OIC Task Force on SME, in addition to outcome of the meeting held on the sidelines of the Global Entrepreneurial Summit held under the auspices of the Government of Turkey and, in collaboration with the Government of the United States of America. The findings of the OIC Task Force of SMEs were considered by the 24th session of COMCEC General Assembly in October 2008. 
a) 
Establishment of a Network of Business and Technology Incubation Centers  
84. The need for the establishment of the above-named Network is to promote entrepreneurship among the teeming population of unemployed youth in OIC Member States. The proposed Network would ensure that business incubators assist in promoting trade among OIC Member States through providing SMEs with information and support for imports and exports, while technology incubators would assist in evolving an international innovation system regime in OIC Member States and the smooth transfer of technology from the university to the industry. The proposed networking activities would also include the compilation of a database of Business Angel Investors and creating linkages with SMEs investment opportunities in OIC Member States.  

85. Based on the request by the General Secretariat, Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Turkey have forwarded their comments on modalities for operationalising this Network. While Jordan’s submission included the Plan of Action of the Jordanian Establishment for Development of SMEs (JEDCO); Syria indicated support for all the elements of the Strategic Plan; while Egypt emphasised the need for knowledge sharing among Oic Member States. On its part, Turkey proposed to share its experiences with OIC Member States, complementary to the training program for Business Incubator Managers organised by KOSGEB in Ankara, Turkey on 30th September-1st October 2010.  

86. To fast-track the creation of this Network, the General Secretariat has also written to selected Incubator Centers in OIC Member States, including those that participated in the Training Programme mentioned above. 

(b)
Facilitation of Visas to Business Persons

87. Pursuant to COMCEC resolution on this issue, the General Secretariat addressed relevant communication to Member States to indicate all visa facilities granted business persons and other citizens of OIC Member States. In their respective replies, Indonesia provided a list of the different visa concessions granted in this connection, while Iraq indicated readiness of the appropriate authorities in Iraq to consider granting such concessions in future. On its part, Niger provided a list of countries with which it has visa abolition agreements, featuring mostly member states of ECOWAS and WAEMU, as well as Morocco and Tunisia. The relevant lists are attached as annex to this report.    

c) 
Forum on Public Private Partnership and Development of SME in OIC Member States

88. The General Secretariat, in collaboration with the Governments of Turkey and the United States of America, organized a Forum on Public Private Partnership and Development of SME in OIC Member States in Istanbul, Turkey on 3 December 2011, on the sidelines of the Second Global Summit on Entrepreneurship, which took place in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey, on 3-6 December 2011. The Forum made a set of recommendations. The most prominent of them are: 
· need for proper coordination of the activities of the existing Private Sector institutions within the OIC and for the expansion of their activities and membership, so as to ensure that a greater number of the Private Sector establishments in OIC Member States is duly represented. 
· development of  capacity building and vocational training programmes and promoting access to microfinance facilities, with a view to encouraging and facilitating the participation of SME in tourism, agro-allied industry, and other activities; 
· expansion of  existing funding windows under ISFD, SPDA, ITFC, ICIEC and ICD to foster intra-OIC investment for the development of SME;  
· need to create a networking mechanism among technology and business incubators in OIC Member States;
· creation of intra-OIC SME Clusters to promote utilization of research outcomes in such sectors as agro-food processing, transportation and logistics, energy, manufacturing and services, and etc.
89. The recommendations of the Forum were forwarded to OIC Member States and Institutions for their consideration and comments. The OIC Member States and Institutions were also requested to inform on their respective policies with regard to the development of SME. 

90. In reply to the General Secretariat’s request, some OIC Member States, namely Turkey, Jordan and Egypt forwarded their relevant comments. While welcoming the outcome of the Forum, the Ministry of Science, Industry and Technology of Turkey, and Small and Medium Enterprises Development Organization of Turkey (KOGSEB) expressed their readiness to cooperate with OIC and its Member States on development of SME through sharing experiences and knowledge in this domain. On its part, the Ministry of Industry and Trade of Jordan and Jordanian Society for Development informed on their programmes and projects in support of SME development in Jordan.  

91. In its feedbacks, the Social Fund for Development of Egypt made several proposals on PPP and SME Development in OIC countries. Main thrust of these proposals is creating a favorable environment for SME development through building human capacity, developing vocational training, promoting value chain, expanding funding facilities and sharing best practices and knowledge.    

d) 
Workshop on “Enhancing the Competitiveness of SME in OIC Member States

92. In preparation for the Exchange of Views at the 28th Session of the COMCEC on the theme “Enhancing the Competitiveness of SME in OIC Member States”, SESRIC and IDB Group organized, in collaboration with Small and Medium Enterprises Development Organization of the Republic of Turkey (KOSGEB) and SME Corporation Malaysia (SME Corp Malaysia), a workshop in Ankara, Republic of Turkey, on 12-14 June 2012. Representatives of national SMEs agencies from the 25 Member States attended the Workshop.

93. The workshop focused on the following four sub-themes related to SMEs in OIC countries: (1) Access to Markets; (2) Access to finance; (3) Access to Technology and Innovation; and (4) Country Practices and Experiences.  The workshop identified the challenges, obstacles and problems facing the SMEs in the OIC Member States in their efforts to enhance their competitiveness. The Workshop approved recommendations on the improvement the competitiveness of SMEs in OIC Member States, at National level and OIC Cooperation level. The General Secretariat has distributed the outcomes of the Workshop among the Member States.
VIII. 
OIC Special DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES     

a) 
Special Programme for the Development of Africa 

94. The Special Programme for the Development of Africa has entered its final phase this year. As of January 2012, the IDB Group, within its US$4 billion contribution to SPDA, has financed 364 projects with a total value of US$ 3.98 billion in OIC African Member States, especially those in Sub-Saharan Africa. Majority of the projects were in the area of promoting agricultural development and food security, access to water and sanitation, power generation, development of transport infrastructure, human resource development and combating communicable diseases. Additionally, an amount of US$3.99 billion has also been mobilized through co-financing and public-private partnership for these projects.

95. With this impressive performance, the implementation of the SPDA has proved to be an effective tool in supporting the development aspirations of OIC African Member States. 

96. The successes achieved in the course of the implementation of the SPDA underscored the need to elaborate a successor programme for OIC African Member States (SPDA-2) in 2013, so as to sustain the progress recorded by these countries in the various domains. Accordingly, the Working Session of the Governors of IDB from African Countries on the Implementation of SPDA, which was held on the sidelines of the 37th Annual Meeting of the Board of Governors of IDB in Khartoum, Sudan, on 3-4 April 2012, supported the elaboration of the successor programme (SPDA-2). They also stressed that the SPDA-2 should focus more on infrastructure, transportation, energy and human resource development as well as regional and cross-border projects.

97. However, during a bilateral review meeting between the General Secretariat and IDB, it was also observed that the SPDA can be more effective if regional projects are included in its Plan of Action. Furthermore, it was suggested that ownership by Member States should be deepened through the establishment of a mechanism for policy and technical consultations among Member States on the identified projects. There is the need to elaborate a Plan of Action and benchmarks for the various projects, in association with relevant OIC Institutions and international donor agencies. To this end, a number of activities will be implemented in 2012. These activities, inter alia, include:
· Visits to Headquarters of AU/ NEPAD, Regional Economic Groupings in Africa (ECOWAS, WAEMU, etc), UN Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), and others to identify areas of cooperation under the SPDA-2;
· Convening of two forums (one for West African countries, one for Central, East and Southern African countries) respectively with objective of assessing the implementation of SPDA-1 as well as identifying priority sectors for SPDA-2;
· Elaboration of SPDA-2 and its launching at the beginning of 2013. 
b)
The Islamic Solidarity Fund for Development (ISFD)

98. Closer coordination is underway between IDB Group and OIC institutions with a view to implementing the relevant poverty eradication strategies envisaged under the OIC Ten Year Programme of Action. The objective of this coordination is to establish the required synergies among the various programmes undertaken by OIC institutions, especially in the domain of agriculture, rural development and food security, basic infrastructure development, and human capital development (education, health, water and sanitation). Particular attention is now focused on ISFD flagship Sustainable Villages Programme, aimed at addressing the needs of villagers in terms of essential services that impact on their daily standard of living and overall quality of life. It is also aimed at promoting innovative, inclusive and integrated development interventions in OIC Member States.

99. As of 15 March 2012, the ISFD capital commitment stood at US$2.639 billion, with US$l.639 billion being committed by 43 member countries and US$1 billion by IDB. In terms of paid-up capital, the cumulative total stood at US$1.633 billion. A total of 24 member countries have fully paid their commitments, while 14 countries have not paid any contributions against their commitments. It should be noted that Gabon has paid additional contribution of US$ 2 million to ISFD, while Egypt has announced commitment of US$ 10 million to the Fund.
100. The Islamic Solidarity Fund for Development (ISFD) has extended financing to the tune of USD 855 million for different poverty alleviation projects in 27 Member States, since its inception. Most of the interventions of the Fund focused on human development, agriculture and rural development, health, basic infrastructure and micro finance. In addition, three flagship programmes have been launched by the ISFD for implementation for poverty reduction during its first Five-Year Strategy period (2008-2012): Vocational Literacy Programme (VOLIP), Microfinance Support Programme (MFSP), and Sustainable Villages Programme (SVP). The projects approved under VOLIP amount to US$ 47.720 million and UN$ 124.430 million for MFSP. The ISFD SVP is a new Programme and total cost of this Programme is US$ 120 million and it will be launched in six countries over a period of three years. The ISFD Board of Directors already approved two pilot SVPs, in 2011 for Chad and Sudan. Mozambique and Kyrgyzstan have been chosen for the second round of the SVPs.

101. In order to augment resources and enhance the impact of its poverty reduction interventions, a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed between the Earth Institute (EI) and IDB- ISFD on 17th June 2011. The purpose of the MOU is to facilitate collaboration and cooperation between the IDB, the EI and the Millennium Development Goals Centre in their common aim of poverty reduction, sustainable development and achievement of MDGs. The ISFD is working on developing partnership arrangements with the World Congress of Muslim Philanthropists (WCMP) and the Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa (BADEA).
102. An ISFD Strategic Retreat was held on 19-20 December 2011 in order to strategically position ISFD over the next few years. The aim was to identify key strategic issues and carry out detailed global, regional, and internal analyses to pave the way for the development of a comprehensive Strategic Plan (2012-2015) that will position ISFD as an innovative organization in the field of poverty reduction. The key areas of discussion were: (i) changing the business model to one where there is focus on identifying, piloting, scaling-up, and replicating successful poverty reduction initiatives; (ii) improving the Fund’s financial resources, (iii) building human resources and institutional capacities; and (iv) strengthening and streamlining corporate governance.
103. The ISFD is currently working on three new programmes for 2012, namely Basic Education for the Poor (BEP), Renewable Energy for the Poor (REP), and Social Business Initiative. The concepts for these programmes are currently under development. 

104. ISFD recognizes the importance of resource mobilization, particularly in light of the current low-level of paid-up capital. There are delays from countries in paying in their committed contributions as some of them have only partially paid their commitments and some have not made any payments to date. In addition, there are member countries that have not made any commitments yet. The ISFD is undertaking several branding and awareness activities in 2012 to address this issue and would wish to enlist the support of OIC decision makers in this connection.
c)
OIC Plan of Action for Cooperation with Central Asia:

105. Further to the submission of a detailed report on the activities of the General secretariat under the OIC Plan of Action for Cooperation with Central Asia, the First Meeting of the Executive Committee of the Plan was held in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey on 18th October 2011. The Executive Committee Meeting approved Executive Programme including various projects to be implemented under the Plan and identified the OIC lead institutions for implementation of the projects.

106. In order to fast-track implementation of the various identified projects under the Plan of Action, OIC institutions have been informed to commence implementation of their respective segment of the Plan. On its part, SESRIC’s planned capacity building programmes for the current biennium in identified areas have been forwarded to the five Central Asian Countries for the latter to liaise with SESRIC on the commencement of these capacity building programmes.  

107. In this connection, the Workshop on Country Partnership Models with Central Asia was organized in collaboration with COMCEC Coordination Office and Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency (TIKA) in Ankara, Republic of Turkey on 22-23 February 2012. The Workshop discussed the existing technical cooperation programmes between Central Asian Member Countries and other OIC Member States and exploring the best practices and possible partnership modalities to enhance cooperation of the OIC Member States with Central Asia.

108. The workshop included six working sessions and a roundtable discussion. Representatives of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, Iran and Turkey in addition to COMCEC Coordination Office, SESRIC and SMIIC made presentation during the workshop. While highlighting the significance of developing South-South technical cooperation and partnership programmes with the Central Asian Member Countries, the Workshop encouraged Member States to develop their partnership programs/projects with the region within the framework of the OIC plan of Action for Cooperation with Central Asia.
IX.
Assessment and RECOMMENDATIONS:
109. Having greatly addressed the constraints of inter-institutional coordination through the various meetings and exchange of data between the General Secretariat and the relevant OIC institutions, there is still the need to increase the ownership on the part of the OIC Member States of the various programmes and projects which were put in place pursuant to relevant COMCEC resolutions. Responses to questionnaires, concept papers, and implementation feedbacks have been bellow average or in some cases as low as 5 percent. The other constraints observed is the need to scale up mobilization of funds for the various projects including participation of international and regional donor agencies. 
110. In coordinating the implementation of the various decisions of COMCEC and similar bodies and in other to address the persistent constraints of funding for the several OIC programmes, the General Secretariat will, as a matter of utmost urgency, define a more result-oriented Implementation Mechanism for all approved decisions and resolutions. Crucial national interventions that require only networking among Member States and little or no funding at all should be identified as distinct from those regional and cross-border projects, studies and capacity-building programmes that require actions by the various OIC institutions and international partners, including mobilization of funds.  
111. To this end, the attention of the COMCEC General Assembly is invited to the following recommendations:

a) Intra-OIC Trade
· Early submission of the Concession Lists as well as signing and ratification of TPS-OIC Agreements by Member States to ensure early take off of the tariff reduction regime;
· Support by Member States belonging to different regional economic communities to for the on-going engagement with these blocs in the actualization of TPS-OIC;
· Inviting attention of Member States to the increasing activities of ITFC, ICD and ICIEC in the domain of trade financing and export credit insurance and micro financing and urge them to accede to these  OIC financing; 
b) Agriculture, Rural Development and Food Security 

· Calling on Member States to make maximum use of research materials prepared by the Centers of Excellence under the OIC Cotton Action Plan;
· Underscoring the need to encourage both public and private agro industrial institutions of Member States to participate in the proposed OIC Agro-Industrial Association;
· Endorsing the proposition for establishment of OIC Network of Commodity Exchanges with a view to enhancing intra- OIC knowledge sharing and trade promotion;
c) Transportation

·  The General Secretariat undertakes to continue its follow-up with relevant OIC institutions on the implementation of the Dakar-port Sudan Railway Project, particularly the development and funding of the national rail segments along the corridor;

d)  Tourism Sector Development
· The submission by Member States of their projects under the Regional Projects on Cross Border Network of Parks and Protected Areas in West Africa in accordance with recommended format, to enhance prospects of financing by regional and international donors; 

· Recommendating to the Follow-UP Committee the commendation of the Government of Sudan for its offer to host the 8th Session of the ICTM in 2012, while urging Member States to actively participate in the Meeting;

e) Financial Sector
· Member States are to consider continued liaison with their respective Central Banks authorities for urgent feedbacks on the questionnaires with regard to the capacity building programmes designed by SESRIC for Central Banks operatives;
· The need for Member States to sensitize their respective Capital Market Authorities to joint the recently established OIC Capital Market Regulators Forum;

· Consideration is to be given to encouraging the respective Sock Exchanges Authorities in Member States to sign the OIC/COMCEC S&P Index ;

f) Role of the Private Sector
· It is necessary for Member States to support the establishment of OIC Network of Business and Technology Incubators and encourage their relevant incubation centers to actively participate in this scheme;

· The General Secretariat would compile a comprehensive data on visa concessions in Member States. On its part, the Committee may wish to call on Member States to consider granting bilateral and multilateral visa concessions to business people;

· Calling on Member States to actively participate in the Workshop on enhancing the competitiveness of SMEs in OIC Member States scheduled for Istanbul, Republic of Turkey on 12-14 June 2012;

g)  Regional Development Programmes
·  Member States and relevant OIC Institutions are to consider active participation in the various elaboration and implementation processes of the SPDA2, while ensuring ownership of the Programme;  
· Emphasising the need for Member States to actively participate in the implementation of various projects identified under the OIC Plan of Action for Cooperation with Central Asia.

The General Secretariat
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

3rd September 2012

	Member States that signed /RatifiedThe TPS-OIC Agreements (As of 21 July 2012)



	No.
	Member States
	Framework Agreement
	PRETAS
	TPS-OIC Rules of Origin


	Submission of the Documents

	
	
	Signed
	Ratified
	Signed
	Ratified
	Signed
	Ratified
	

	1
	Bahrain
	√
	√
	√
	√
	---
	---
	√

	2
	Bangladesh
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√

	3
	Burkina Faso
	√
	---
	√
	---
	√
	---
	

	4
	Cameroon
	√
	√
	√
	---
	√
	---
	

	5
	Chad
	√
	---
	---
	----
	---
	---
	

	6
	Comoros
	√
	---
	√
	---
	√
	---
	

	7
	Cot d’Ivoire 
	√
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	

	8
	Djibouti
	√
	---
	√
	---
	√
	---
	

	9
	Egypt
	√
	√
	√
	---
	---
	---
	

	10
	Gabon
	√
	√
	---
	---
	---
	---
	

	11
	Gambia
	√
	√
	---
	---
	---
	---
	

	12
	Guinea
	√
	√
	√
	---
	√
	---
	

	13
	Guinea-Bissau
	√
	---
	√
	---
	√
	---
	

	14
	Indonesia
	√
	√
	√
	---
	√
	---
	

	15
	Iran
	√
	√
	√
	√
	---
	---
	

	16
	Iraq
	√
	 √
	---
	---
	---
	---
	

	17
	Jordan
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√


	18
	Kuwait
	√
	---
	√
	---
	√
	---
	√

	19
	Lebanon
	√
	√
	---
	---
	---
	---
	

	20
	Libya
	√
	√
	---
	---
	---
	---
	

	21
	Malaysia
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√

	22
	Maldives
	√
	√
	---
	---
	---
	---
	

	23
	Morocco
	√
	√
	√
	---
	√
	---
	

	24
	Nigeria
	√
	---
	√
	---
	√
	---
	

	25
	Oman
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√

	26
	Pakistan
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√

	27
	Palestine
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	

	28
	Qatar
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√

	29
	Saudi Arabia
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√

	30
	Senegal
	√
	√
	---
	---
	---
	---
	

	31
	Sierra Leone 
	√
	---
	√
	---
	√
	---
	

	32
	Somalia
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	

	33
	Sudan
	√
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	

	34
	Syria
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√

	35
	Tunisia
	√
	√
	√
	---
	√
	---
	

	36
	Turkey
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√

	37
	UAE
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√

	
	Uganda
	√
	√
	---
	---
	---
	---
	

	
	38
	28
	26
	14
	24
	12
	12
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