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Development of global seaborne trade 

Source: Drewry Maritime Research 

The past 33 years (1980 – 2013) 

Global seaborne trade growth 
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Global seaborne trade – Key market segments 

CAGR 1980-2013 

 

Dry Bulk:           3.7% 

Liquid Bulk:           1.9% 

Containers:           8.3% 

Non Containers:           2.9%  

Source: Drewry Maritime Research 

Dry Bulk:       47% 

Liquid Bulk:       31% 

Containers:       12% 

Non Containers:    10%  

 

Dry Bulk:       34% 

Liquid Bulk:       36% 

Containers:       16% 

Non Containers:    14%  
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Dry Bulk:            7.1% 

Liquid Bulk:            2.4% 

Containers:            7.6% 

Non Containers:            6.0%  
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2. KEY INDUSTRY TRENDS 
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Key industry trends 

 Demand growth 

 Shipping lines 

Deployment of ever-larger containerships 

Expansion of shipping line alliances 

Financial pressures on shipping lines 

 Terminal Operators 

Cooperation among global/international 

terminal operators on the rise 

Rapidly emerging international terminal 

operators/owners 
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Global Demand growth and volatility 2000-2013 

Source: Drewry Maritime Research 
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Demand and capacity forecasts 

5 year forecasts of container port demand and capacity for 20 world regions 

 

Fastest growing 

regions forecast to be: 

West Africa 

Greater China 

North Africa 

Slowest growing 

regions forecast to be: 

East Africa 

Northwest Europe 

West Coast North 

America 

Global container port throughput to exceed 840 million teu by 2018, growing by 5.6% per 

annum on average 

Globally, average terminal utilisation is forecast to increase from 67% in 2013 to 75% in 

2018; there are wide variations at the sub-region level though 



8 Drewry | Overview of global container port and shipping trends 

© Drewry 2015 

Ships 

Cascading 

Alliances 
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Deployment of ever-larger containerships - Largest vessels deployed in Asia-North 

Europe route, 2015 

Source: Drewry Maritime Research 

…Yang Ming and K 

Line:14,000 teu 

ships coming 

…UASC: 19,000 teu ships coming 

…Cosco: 14,500 teu 

ships coming 

…CMA CGM: 17,700 

teu ships coming 

…OOCL: 20,000 teu 

ships rumoured 

…MOL: 20,000 teu ships likely 

…Evergreen: 18,000 teu ships coming 
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Increase in average container ship size, 2011-2014 

+59% +75% 
+47% 

+27% 

+36% 
+21% 

+47% 

Source: Drewry Maritime Research 
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Expansion of shipping line alliances 

Shipping line Alliances/vessel sharing agreements (VSAs) 
Maersk 

P3 (denied) 2M  MSC 

CMA CGM 

Ocean Three China Shipping  
China Shipping/UASC 

UASC 
NYK 

Grand Alliance 

G6 Alliance 

OOCL 
Hapag-Lloyd 

APL  
New World Alliance MOL 

Hyundai 
Cosco 

CKYH Alliance 
CKYHE Alliance 

K Line 
Yang Ming 

Hanjin 
Evergreen Independent 

16 6 4 

More 

convergence? 
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Financial pressures on shipping lines – a rollercoaster ride 

Source: Drewry Maritime Research 
EBIT Profit/Loss (US$Bn) (left axis) 
EBIT margin (right axis) 
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The Terminal Operators and Ports: run fast to keep up 

Investment required to remain “attractive” 
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Fewer vessel calls and larger batch sizes 

Total North European port calls vs ship size  

The number of port calls in North Europe reduces and the volumes handled per port call 

increase 

The Terminal Operators and Ports: run fast to keep up 



15 Drewry | 5TH MEETING OF THE COMCEC TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS WORKING GROUP  

© Drewry 2015 

Terminal industry performance 

 Actual performance of a sample of around 500 

terminals worldwide, each with a throughput of > 

200,000 teu per annum 

 The analyses reflect the most important - and 

expensive - infrastructure and equipment assets 

 Covers the three key aspects of container 

terminals:  

Quay line 

Yard 

Ship-to-shore gantry cranes 

 Deliberately distinct from typical service level 

related measures such as crane moves per hour 
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Global container terminals: Key asset performance metrics 

   
Quay-line performance by world region, 2011-2013 % change 

 

 

Source: Drewry Maritime Research 
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Terminal operators 

League tables of GTOs/ITOs 

Source: Drewry Maritime Research 
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Key trends in privatisation – Access to private capital 

                                 – Access to expertise 
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What will the container shipping and port world look like in 5 years? 
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Sheer scale of today’s container port industry 

7,8% 7,6% 
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642 million TEU 

2018 
 

842 million TEU 
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No change 
   2000     Today  2020 

 

Empties share  ~20%     ~20%  ~20% 

 

Typical EBITDA margins  ~40%     ~40%  ~40% 

 (gateway terminals) 

 

Typical EBITDA margins  ~20%     ~20%  ~20% 

(transhipment terminals) 

 

What will the container shipping and port world look like in 5 years? 
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Big changes         2000    Today           2020 

 

Largest container ship (teu)      7,060    18,000           22,000+ 

 

Super post-Panamax gantries        20   1,160            2,000+ 

 

Market share top 4 terminal operators *    ~25%    ~41%                ? 

 

Number of major liner alliances/players       7  3                2? 

 

* total teu basis 

 

What will the container shipping and port world look like in 5 years? 
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Big changes     2000    Today  2020 

 

World port teu throughput  235m    623m  ~1 billion  

 

Global transhipment teu  58m  175m  ~320m 

 

Asian ports’ share of world teu 47%    56%  65%+ 

 

Chinese ports’ share of world teu 16%    30%  40%+ 

 

What will the container shipping and port world look like in 5 years? 
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Singapore 
Drewry  
15 Hoe Chiang Road,  
#13-02 Tower Fifteen 
Singapore 089316 
T: +65 6220 9890 
E: singapore@drewry.co.uk 

We are privately owned with research and 

advisory teams in London, Delhi, Singapore and 

Shanghai.  

Drewry was founded in 1970 as a provider of 

independent information and advice to the global 

maritime industry. Since then we have worked 

with over 4,000 clients in more than 100 countries.  

London 
Drewry 
15-17 Christopher Street 
London EC2A 2BS,United 
Kingdom 
T: +44 (0)20 7538 0191 
E: info@drewry.co.uk 

 

Delhi 
Drewry  
209 Vipul Square, Sushant Lok-1 
Gurgaon 122002, India 
Telephone: +91 124 40476 31/32 
E: india@drewry.co.uk 

Shanghai 
Drewry  
555, 5th floor Standard Chartered Tower, 
201 Shi Ji Avenue,  
Pudong District,  
Shanghai, China 200120 
T: +86 (0)21 6182 6759 
 

Thank you! 


