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ÅInadequate transport infrastructure

ÅBottlenecks, missing links

ÅLack of funds ïHuge infrastructure needs 

ÅCumbersome and time consuming border 
procedures, transit taxes and charges 

ÅNon harmonized legislation

ÅPoor level of road safety

ÅSolutions require intergovernmental 
cooperation

Transport Challenges
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UNECEôs approach to address 

challenges

Å57 International Conventions and Agreements

ÅLegally binding - constantly updated

ÅElaborated by consensus

ÅOpen to all UN member States

ÅApplied by many countries worldwide 

ÅMany non-ECE States are already Parties

- Coherent international Infrastructure Networks

- Safe roads, safe and clean vehicles 

- Simple border crossing procedures 

- Transport facilitation and efficiency
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UNECE Transport Infrastructure Agreements, starting from 1975

Provide legal framework for construction and 
development of coherent international road, 
rail, inland waterways and combined 
transport networks

They define main arteries channelling major international traffic 
flows in Europe and the parameters they should conform

Many countries are CPs, committed to their implementation (under 
national programmes), although they are given complete latitude as 
to the timing of completion of their construction

UNECE Coherent Transport Networks

(E-Networks )
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E-Road network

European Agreement 

On Main International

Traffic  Arteries (AGR)

http://www.unece.org/
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http://www.unece.org/


United Nations Economic Commission for Europe - Transport Division

E-Inland Water networkEuropean Agreement on 

Main Inland Waterways of 

International Importance 

(AGN)

http://www.unece.org/
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UNECE TEM and TER Projectsô

Master Plan and Revision

TEM Backbone Network TER Backbone Network
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485 projects ú188 bill. (295 road ú115 bill. - 190 rail ú73 bill. )

- From 1977 coordinated development of AGR, AGC and AGTC Agreements

- By 2005, 21 countries, agreed methodology,  Backbone networks, 

bottlenecks mēssēng lēnks, projects prēorētēzatēon, border crossēng, fundēng

- In 2010 TEM and TER Master Plan undergone a Revision (25 countries)
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ÅJoint Capacity-building  ECE-ESCAP work with 

UNDA funds (2003-2007), with 18 countries 

involved, NFPs

ÅMain Euro-Asian transport links identified

Å230 Projects evaluated and prioritized $ 50 bill.

ÅBorder crossing issues addressed

ÅNational-regional-interregional workshops

ÅECE and ESCAP Infrastructure network used
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Euro-Asian Transport Links Project
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Interregional transport linkages
Part of the UNDA funded global capacity-building project (2003-2007)

ECE-ESCAP-ESCWA-ECA and many selected countries

To identify and prioritize interregional linkages 

Physical extension of E-Networks
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Interregional road transport linkages
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Priority Interregional road transport linkages
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Priority Interregional road transport and maritime linkages
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Priority Interregional rail transport and maritime linkages

Long term undertaking ïStill a lot unfinished work
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UNITED NATIONS 

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

18

Approved results, committed cooperate and implement, agreed to 

continue through setting a monitoring mechanism
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Phase II (2008-2012) - 27 countries involved, 

EG established, focused work plan 

MGL

PAK

DEU

GRC

FYROM

FIN

LTV

LTU

LUX
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Road Routes EATL Phase II

305 projects $ 207 bill 

141 road       $ 110 bill

127 rail          $ 50 bill

37 other      $ 37 bill

31% ensured funding
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15 projects    $ 25.5 bill 

8 road          $  12.5 bill

7 rail             $  13   bill

42% secured funding
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24 projects    $   4.2    bill 

21 road        $    3.8    bill

3 other       $    0.4    bill

56% secured funding


