


































































































A. MEMBER COUNTRIES OF THE FOLLOW-UP COMMITTEE 

REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON 

H.E.Dr. MOHAMADOU LABARANG 
Ambassador, Embassy of Cameroon in Saudi Arabia, 
Permanent Representative to the OIC 

Mr. BOUBA AOUSSINE 
Deputy Director for the Commercial Exchanges, Ministry of Commerce 

REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA 

H.E. AWANG BAHRİN 
Ambassador of Indonesia to Turkey. 

Mr. ANUNG HERLIANTO 
Senior Economist, Central Bank of Indonesia. 

Ms. ANDANTE WIDIARUNDHATI 
First Secretary of Economic Affairs, Indonesian Embassy-Ankara 

Mr. BASKARA PRADIPTA 

Staff, Ministry of Foreign Affairs Indonesia 

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 

Mr. KHANI OUSHANI SAEID 
Deputy Director General, office of Loans International Organizations and 
Institutions Ministry of Economy and Finance 
Mr. ABBAS YAZDANI 
Political Expert, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

STATE OF KUWAIT 

Mr. ISHAQ ABDULKARIM 
Director of International Economic CO-operation Department, 
Ministry of Finance 



Mr. SAAD AL-RASHIDI 
Head of OIC Affairs Division, 
Ministry of Finance 

Ms. FATMA ALI 
Economic Researcher, 
Ministry of Finance 

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF PAKISTAN 

Mr. SYEDIFTIKHAR HUSSAIN SHAH 
Charge d'Affairs, Embassy of Pakistan, Ankara 

Mr. KUNWAR WAHID KHURSHEED 
Consul General of Pakistan, Istanbul 

Mr. RIZWAN SAEED SHEIKH 
Counsellor (OIC), Consulate General of Pakistan, Jeddah 

STATE OF PALESTINE 

Mr. ABDEL HAFEETH NOFAL 
Minister Assistant, Ministry of National Economy 

Mr. NASSER AL-SARAJ 

Minister Assistant, Ministry of National Economy 

STATE OF QATAR 

Mr. SAOUD JASIM AL-JUFAIRI 
Director of Economic Affairs Department, Ministry of Economy and 
Commerce 
Mr. AHMED SALEH AL-MUHANNADI 
Head of Arab and Islamic Economic Affairs, Ministry Of Economy 

Mr. RASHID MOHAMMED AL-BREIDI 
Economy Researcher, Ministry of Economy 

KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA 

Mr. ABDULLAH BIN ABDULWAHAB AL-NAFISAH 
Director General Foreign Trade 

Mr. NASIR BIN MOHAMMED AL-MUTLAK 
Head Expert, Ministry of Finance 

Mr. YOUSEF BIN MOHAMMED AL-DUBEYI 
First Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 



Mr. ABDULLAH BIN MOHAMMED AL-LAHIM 
Expert Economist, Ministry of Finance 

Mr. HUSIN BIN EED AL-RASID 
Expert Economist, Ministry of Trade 

REPUBLIC OF SENEGAL 

H.E. MOUHAMADOU DOUDOU LO 
Ambassador of Senegal in Saudi Arabia 

Mr. CHEIKH SAADBOUH SECK 
Director of Foreign Trade, Senegal 

REPUBLIC OF TURKEY 

H.E. NAZIM EKREN 
Minister of State and Deputy Prime Minister 

Dr. AHMET TIKTIK 
Undersecretary of State Planning Organization 

Mr. MEHMET VEHBİ GÜNAN 
General Director of Organization, 
Ministry of Industry and Trade 

Mr. OSMAN ASLAN 
Assistant General Director, 
Export Credit Bank of Turkey 

Mr. EMRE SEZER 
Acting General Secretary, TURKAK 

Mr. AHMET KURTER 
Deputy General Secretary, TSE 

Mr. AHMET YILDIZ 
Consul General of Turkey to Jeddah 

Mr. MEHMET FERDEN ÇARIKÇI 
Adviser of Foreign Affairs, President's Office 

Mr. MEHMET DÜNDAR 
Head of Department, Undersecreteriat of Treasury 

Mr. MEHMET EKÎZ 
Acting Head of Department, Turkish Patent Institute 

ProfDr. MUSTAFA CAVCAR 
Director, University of Anatolia 



Mr. YÜKSEL KAVAKÇI 
Director, Nazilli Cotton Research Institute 

Mr. HASAN DEMİRCİ 
Expert, Turkish Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges 

Mrs. FATMA SARSU 
Acting Head of Section, Ministry of Agriculture 

Mr. TUNCAY SÖNMEZ 
Expert, Ministry of Industry and Trade 

Ms. NURSUN BEŞELİ 
Head of Research and Development, Undersecretariat of Foreign Trade 

Mr. ABDULLAH TAŞKIN 
Expert, KOSGEB 

Ms. ESRA HATİNOĞLU 
Architect, Ministry of Industry and Trade 

Ms. BANU ŞEKER 
High Engineer, Ministry of Industry and Trade 

Dr. ALİ RIZA KARAGÖZ 
Expert, Ministry of Industry and Trade 

Mr. İHSAN ÖVÜT 
Director of International Relations, TSE 

Mr. KADRİ YAVUZ ÖZBAY 
Expert, Turkish Patent Institute 

Mr. MUHAMMED SEYID PEHLİVAN 
Assistant Expert, Administration of Development Center, 
E-Government Consultation Group 

Mr. ZİYA DEMİRDÜZEN 
Head of Department, Undersecreteriat Foreign Trade 

Mrs. AYŞE FERDAĞ TEKİN 
Expert, Undersecreteriat Foreign Trade 

Mr. ALİ RİZA KAYAR 
Assistant Expert, Undersecreteriat of Treasury 

Mr. RAMAZAN ALTINOK 
Chairman, E-Government Consultation Group 

Mr. EREN S. KILIÇOĞLU 
International Relations Director, IMKB 



B. OBSERVER 

BURKINA FASO 

Mr. WILFRED YAMEOGO 
Permanent Secretary for Cotton 

REPUBLIC OF IRAQ 

Dr. KAIS FAZA FAJIR 
Director General 

Mr. AHMED H. BAQIR 
Commercial Counselor, Embassy of Iraq, Ankara 

Dr. WATHEG TAHA MOHAMMED RASHEED 
Head of Section 

MALAYSIA 

Mr. BADLI HISHAM ADAM 
Counselor, Embassy of Malaysia, Ankara 

Mr. MARIAM ABDUL LATIF 
Vice President, Halal Industry Development Corporation 

UGANDA 

Mr. MARTINEZ ARAPTA MANGUSHO 
Counsellor/Legal Adviser, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Mr. BRIAN PHENOX MWANIKA 
Third Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Mr. MOHAMED MATOVU 
National Chamber of Commerce & Industry 

STATE OF UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 

Mr. OMAR ALMEHARRAMI 
Economics Expert at Ministry of Economy. 

Mr. SULTAN MUBARAK ALSHAMISI 
2nd Secretary at Conferences & Organizations 
Administration of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 



REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 

Mr. ABDULWALI AL-AQEL 
Advisor to Minister of Planning and International Cooperation. 

C. THE QIC GENERAL SECRETARIAT 

H.E.Prof.Dr. EKMELEDDIN IHSANOGLU 
Secretary General. 

H.E.AMB. NABIKA DIALLO 
Adviser to the Secretary General for Economic Affairs. 

Mr. CHEIKH OUMAR T. SOW 
Director General of the Economic Affairs Department. 

Mr. OKER GÜRLER 
Adviser to the Secretary General 

Mr. FATİH OKE 
Director in the Information Department 

Mr. NAGHI JABBAROV 
Professional Officer in the Economic Affairs Department 

Mr. AL BARA TARABZOUNI 
Professional Officer in the Economic Affairs Department 

Mr. AMANUL HAQ 
Professional Officer in the Cabinet 

D. SUBSIDIARY ORGANS OF THE QIC 

THE STATISTICAL, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL RESEARCH AND 
TRAINING CENTRE FOR ISLAMIC COUNTRIES (SESRIC) 

Dr. SAVAŞ ALPAY 
Director General 

Mr. NABIL DABOUR 
Senior Researcher 

ISLAMIC CENTRE FOR DEVELOPMENT OF TRADE (ICDT) 

Mr. EL HASSANE HZAINE 
Director of Studies and Training Department 

Mr. AMADOU CIRE SALL 
Incharge of Trade and Information System 



ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY (IUT) 

Prof. Dr. M. IMTIAZ HOSSAIN 
Vice Chancellor 

E. SPECIALIZED INSTITUTIONS OF THE QIC 

THE ISLAMIC DEVELOPMENT BANK (IDB) 

Mr. ABDEL AZIZ M. AL-KELAIBI 
Director, Cooperation Office 

Mr. TAPvEK FARHADI 
ICIEC 

Mr. AHMED ABDUL WASIE 
Cooperation Office 

F. AFFILIATED ORGANS OF THE QIC 

ISLAMIC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY (ICCI) 

H.E. SHAIKH SALEH KAMEL 
President 

Dr. MUSTAFA HODEIB 
Secretary General 

Ms. ATTIYA NAWAZISH ALI 
Assistant Secretary General 

Ms. ALAA A.G. FIRTAS 
Assistant Secretary General for Media, Information 

Dr. AHMED KHIDR 
Assistant to the President 

ORGANIZATION OF ISLAMIC SHIPOWNERS ASSOCIATION (OISA) 

Mr. MOHAMMAD ZAFER BHATTI 
Director Finance 



G. OTHER INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTES 

ISLAMIC CONFERENCE YOUTH FORUM FOR DIALOUGE AND 
COOPERATION (ICYF-DC) 

Mr. ALİ SARIKAYA 
Director of Islamic Conference, 
Youth Forum for Dialogue and Cooperation 

INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC TRADE FINANCE CORPORATION (ITFC) 

Mr. MOHAMED ABDEL KADER AL SAYED 
Adviser to the CEO, ITFC 

Mr. HARUN ÇELİK 
Assistant Marketing Manager, ITFC 

UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION 
(UNIDO) 

Mr. CELAL ARMANGİL 
Director of UNIDO Center for Regional Cooperation in Turkey 

H. COMCEC COORDINATION OFFICE & THE TRADE 
NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE SECRETARIAT 

General Directorate of Foreign Economic Relations, 
State Planning Organization of the Republic of Turkey 

Mr. FERRUH TIĞLI 
Director General, 
Head of COMCEC Coordination Office 

Mr. EBUBEKİR MEMİŞ 
Acting Head of Department 

Mr. FATİH ÜNLÜ 
Acting Head of Department 

Mr. BAŞAK KAYIRAN 
Expert, Press Relations 

Mr. ORHAN ÖZTAŞKIN 
Protocol Relations 

Mr. MURAT DELİÇAY 
Expert, Drafting 

Mr. GÖKTEN DAMAR 
Expert, Drafting 



Mr. SELÇUK KOÇ 
Expert, Drafting 

Mr. KAĞAN AKDOĞAN 
Assistant Expert, Drafting 

Mr. IBRAHIM KUZU 
Expert, Drafting 

Mrs. MÜKERREM OZKILIÇ 
Coordinator of Registration Office 

Mrs. ŞERİFE MENGİ 
Executive Secretary 

Mrs. SEHER KURUGÜL 
Coordinator of Documentation 

Mrs. BİLGE GÜLLÜ 
Social Program 

Mr. KEMAL ARSLAN 
Coordinator of Meeting Rooms 

I. DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL 
AFFAIRS OF THE STATE PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

Mr. YAŞAR GÜLSOY 
Head of Department, 
Undersecretariat of State Planning Organization 

Mr. MEVLÜT YAŞAR 
Coordinator for Transport Relations 

Mr. MEHMET TUNCER 
Accomodation Officer 

Mr. ÖMER BIYIK 
Technician 



































































































































































































































































































Third Forum for Businesswomen in Islamic Countries 

Theme of the Forum: 
"Micro-Credit Financing.... the way forward for economic prosperity" 

Doha, State of Qatar, 13-15 January 2008 

In response to the recommendations of the Second Forum for Businesswomen in 
Islamic countries held in Kuala Lumpur from 8-10 December 2006, and on the 
invitation of the Ministry of Economy of Commerce, Qatari Businessmen Association 
and Qatari Businesswomen Forum, the Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
organized the Third Forum for Businesswomen in Islamic Countries in Doha, State of 
Qatar from 13-15 January 2008, corresponding to 17-19 Muharram 1429, under the 
patronage of Her Highness Sheikha Mozah Bint Nasser Al Missned wife of HH the 
Emir of the State of Qatar. This Forum was organized with the collaboration of 
Islamic Development Bank (IDB) and the Special Unit for South-South Cooperation, 
United Nations Development Programme, (SU/SSC-UNDP). The Forum's theme was 
"Micro-Credit Financing.. .the way forward for economic prosperity". 

The Forum was attended by over 350 delegates representing 45 OIC Member 
Countries and International Organizations, including the Islamic Development Bank 
(IDB); the Special Unit for South-South Cooperation, United Nations Development 
programme (UNDP); International Fund For Agricultural Development (IFAD); and 
International Organization for Sustainable Development (IOSD), (list of participants 
attached). 

During the Forum the speakers highlighted the need to develop the status of women as 
an essential means for broader development. The participants identified several 
impediments peculiar to the circumstances of women, particularly in accessing 
finance and market access. During the Forum the participants networked among 
themselves, exchanged experiences and know-how in the establishment and operation 
of businesses; and in identifying new markets, thereby expanding contacts and 
business ties amongst their enterprises. 

INAUGURAL SESSION: 
The Forum was inaugurated on Sunday, January 13, 2008, at Sheraton Hotel, with the 
recitation from the Holy Quran, followed by the following statements: 

1. His Excellency Mr. Yousef Hussain Kamal, Minister of Finance and Acting 
Minister of Economy and Commerce in his welcome address expressed his 
strong confidence that the areas of economic, commercial and developmental 
cooperation between Islamic countries are quite vast and the businesswomen 
have a great role to play in these areas to make maximum benefit. H.E. said 



that the Forum would come up with recommendations that reflect the 
significant role of businesswomen in accelerating the pace of economic 
development of the Islamic Countries. He thanked HRH Sheikha Mozah 
Nasser Al-Missned, the wife of HRH Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifah Al-Thani, 
The Emir of State of Qatar, for her patronage of this Forum. Further, he 
thanked and welcomed all the participants wishing them pleasant stay in 
Qatar. He also thanked QBA, ICCI, UNDP and IDB and staff of the Ministry 
of Economy and Trade for their efforts in organizing this Forum. 

2. H.E. Sheikh Faisal Bin Qassim Al Thani, Chairman of Qatari Businessmen 
Association (QBA), welcomed the participants and expressed his pride in 
organizing it in collaboration with the Ministry of Economy and Trade, ICCI, 
IDB, UNDP and Qatari Businesswomen Forum. He thanked on behalf of the 
Board of Directors and the Members of the QBA, all the participants of the 
Forum who came from abroad to contribute in developing the knowledge and 
culture about the activities of the businesswomen in Islamic Countries. He 
further added that the convening of a global forum that gathers distinguished 
personalities and prominent businesswomen from Arab and Islamic Countries 
is mainly aimed at enhancing and supporting women participation in the 
business community and encourages women projects and initiatives that 
reflect the economic progress of Arab and Islamic World. On the other hand 
the Forum would focus in projecting contributions and challenges of the 
businesswomen in terms of providing appropriate financing resources for their 
pioneering projects and identifying the needs and requirements of the 
businesswomen who came to Qatar to share their experiences and views with 
their counterparts. 

3. Ms. Attiya Nawazish Ali, Assistant Secretary General for Coordination, Islamic 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry in her welcome address stated that today 
fight against poverty tops the list of developmental objectives of the third 
millennium. Realizing the importance of this subject as identified by the 
businesswomen participants during the last 3-events organized by the Islamic 
Chamber. She said that the biggest barrier for the Businesswomen is neither 
ideas nor infrastructure, but simply Micro-Finance. Keeping in view that women 
are the major recipient of micro-credit financing, ICCI took the initiative of 
taking the theme of the 3rd Businesswomen Forum as "Micro-Credit 
Financing... the way forward for economic prosperity." She requested the 
participants to take active part in the discussion by not only identifying the 
obstacles in micro-credit financing but also bring some concrete 
recommendations with practical solutions which could be incorporated in the 
Final Communique of this Forum, which would help Islamic Chamber, Islamic 
Development Bank and the UNDP in preparing an Action Plan for the future. 

4. The message of His Excellency Professor Dr. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, 
Secretary General, Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC), was read out by 
Ms. Maha Mustapha Akeel, Managing Editor of the OIC Journal. In the 
message, H.E. showed confidence on the organization of the Forum and that it 
will not only explore the role of women entrepreneurship in job creation on the 
one hand, but it will also emphasize the prominent and effective role of 
women in the society, on the other. H.E. assured of the continued active 
support of the OIC General Secretariat and its organs and institutions in the 
process of implementation of the OIC Ten-Year Programme of Action, of 



which this Forum is a part. H.E. assured that he will spare no effort to 
encourage and promote economic empowerment of our honourable sisters in 
the Member States. 

5. The message of Mr. Yiping Zhou, Director Special Unit for South-South 
Cooperation was read out by Mr. Shahid Hussain, Special Advisor. In his 
message, he said that it is pleasure to note that in the true spirit of South-South 
Cooperation, this Forum is providing a platform to the participants from OIC 
member states and their diasporas, spread across several geographical regions 
of the world, to network among themselves and to learn from each other's 
experiences innovative ways of accessing finance for their businesses; thereby 
overcoming the challenges they are facing in this regard. He expressed his 
hope that the participants would succeed in developing some concrete 
recommendations and a viable action plan in realizing the key goals. 

6. His Excellency Dr. Ahmed Mohammad Ali, President of Islamic Development 
Bank (IDB) addressing the participants of the Forum, congratulated the 
organizers for rightly choosing the theme as Micro-Finance, which has great 
importance in the development process. H.E. said that IDB looks forward to 
the success of this Forum and hopes it would produce valuable initiatives that 
would strengthen the strategies of micro-financing in combating poverty and 
fortify solid ground for economic empowerment of the needy and less 
developed segments of the society. H.E. informed that the Islamic Solidarity 
Fund for Development which was established with the capital of US$10 
billion in pursuance of the resolution of the Extra-Ordinary Summit of 
Makkha El-Mukarrama. This Fund would contribute to strengthening 
initiatives that would emerge from this Forum, so that the small projects of 
women may play pioneering role in taking the less income individuals out of 
poverty cage and free them from poverty bondage. 

7. Her Excellency Svetlana Inamova, Deputy Prime Minister of Republic of 
Uzbekistan in her address said that this Businesswomen Forum reflects the 
significance of women and their role in the socio-economic development in 
general and in investments and micro-financing in Islamic Countries in 
particular. H.E. added that Uzbekistan has facilitated businesswomen activities 
and the last decision taken by the government regulates for the development of 
micro-finance for women entrepreneurs. This facilitated more job 
opportunities in various sectors and there is a committee chaired by the 
daughter of the Deputy Prime Minister, this manifest the important role of 
women who assumed many important political slots. 

8. Her Excellency Sheikha Hessa Saad Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah, Chairperson of 
Arab Businesswomen Council highlighted the economic and commercial 
developments of the Islamic Countries which are the main focus of national 
and religious matters, which is also becoming one of the major tools for 
reforms and developments that are looked after by our Islamic countries. 

In the end, Islamic Chamber's representative made the inaugural presentation of the 
OIC-Businesswomen Information Network. 

OFFICE BEARERS: 
The Forum elected the following office bearers: 

• Chairperson - Ms. Aisha Al-Furdan 



• Vice Chairperson - Ms. Attiya Nawazish Ali 
• Rapporteur - Mr. Syed Shahid Husain 

Afterwards, a drafting committee was set up which comprised of the following: 
• Dr. Syed Azhar Ibne Hasan 
• Mr. Ahmed El Shaffee 

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS; 
In nine sessions, the participants presented papers describing the role and issues being 
faced by businesswomen in the Islamic countries, with recommendations and 
proposals, for the possible solutions. Each session concluded with discussions, and 
question and answers. 

The 1st SESSION chaired by H.E. Sheikha Hessa Saad Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah, 
President of Arab Businesswomen Council, discussed the theme "Micro-Credit 
Financing....the way forward for economic prosperity". The following participants 
made their presentations: 

• Dr. Savaş Alpay, Director General SESRTCIC, addressed the forum on 'Micro 
credit Financing as a strategy for poverty alleviation in OIC Member 
Countries: problems and challenges'. 

• Mr. Ozair A. Hanafi, President & CEO, Pak-Oman Micro-Finance Bank 
presented his paper on "Women Empowerment and Micro-Finance". 

• Mrs. Reem Badran, Jordan, focused her presentation on 'Micro- Finance and 
the Empowerment of Women- Jordan's Experience' 

• Dr. Amany Asfour, President, Egyptian Business Women Association, 
presented her paper on "Economic Empowerment of Women in Islam". 

Continuing the theme of the 1st Session, the 2nd SESSION was chaired by Mrs. Ghada 
Zaytoun, Heya. The following speakers presented their papers: 

• Madam Fatemeh Hashemi Rafsanjani, Secretary General, Women Solidarity 
Association of Iran, made her presentation and shared with the audience on 
"Cultural Understanding for Progress and Growth under the perspectives of 
Islamic Shariah". 

• Mrs. Mervat Tellawy, Former Ex Secretary of ESCWA. 
• Mrs. Randa Berri, Vice President of National Commission for Lebanese 

Women. 
• Ms. Gulnara I. Hasanova, representative of Azerbaijan Chamber of Commerce 

& Industry, presented the country paper on Azerbaijan. 

The 3rd SESSION was chaired by Mr. Syed Shahid Husain, Special Advisor, Special 
Unit for South-South Cooperation, UNDP, and the theme of the session was 
"Businesswomen Role Models". Under this session, the following participants were 
present for their contribution: 

• Ms. Sabrina Islam, President, Women Entrepreneurs' Association (WEA), 
Bangladesh 

• Mrs. Suhila AI Harib, Acting Secretary General, Arab Youth Council for 
Development, Qatar 



The 4th SESSION was chaired by Madam Aisha Al-Furdan, President, Qatari 
Businesswomen Forum, and the theme of the session was "Role and achievements of 
businesswomen councils/associations in the Arab Region - their success in promoting 
Women Entrepreneurs". 

• Mrs. Rabia El-Alam, Director, Morocco on "Women Micro Financing 
Institutions and their contribution to economic growth of Morocco". 

• Madam Leila Karami, President of the Lebanon Businesswomen Association. 
• Mr. Sami Al Hawaj, Head of Industrial Support Unit, Gulf Organization for 

Industrial Consulting 
• Ms. Ragia Mohamed Abd El Halim Mohamed Hassan, Sudanese Businessmen 

and Employers Federation, Sudan 

The 5th SESSION was chaired by Mr. Rabih Mattar, Islamic Development Bank 
(IDB), and theme of the session was "Global best practices in decision making for 
Businesswomen". 

• Mr. Shahid Hussain, Special Advisor, SU/SSC. 
• Ms. Joni Simpson "Importance of offering a continuum of services, adapted to 

the needs of women entrepreneurs, that follow them along their path to 
financial autonomy". 

• Ms. Fatima Bello Aliyu, Special Advisor, Governor of Kano State, Nigeria on 
"Role of International Agencies in the development of women entrepreneurs". 

• Ms. Lejla Sunagic, Gender Specialist, UN International Fund for Agriculture 
Development (IFAD) and representative of Federal Ministry of Agriculture. 

The 6th SESSION was a session of "Open Dialogue" chaired by Sheikha Hanadi Bint 
Nasser Al Thani, Chairperson of Amwal, Qatar, and theme of the session was 
"Empowerment of Businesswomen in Islamic Countries". Keynote speakers were 
invited, namely: 

• H.E. Dr. Rafida Aziz, Minister of Economy, Malaysia. 
• H.E. Barrister Shahida Jameel, Federal Minister for Women Development, 

Social Welfare and Special Education, Government of Pakistan. 

The session was highly interactive and the Honorable speakers presented their views 
and that of their respective governments on the steps and policies. Thereafter, a 
question answer session took place. 

The 7th SESSION was chaired by Madam Widad Yaqoob Ibrahim, President, 
Sudanese Businesswomen Secretariat, and theme of the session was "Role and 
achievements of businesswomen councils/associations in the African Region - their 
success in promoting Women Entrepreneurs". 

• Madame Gangbo Lawani Grace, Vice President, Benin Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry. 

• Ms. Dunstanette Macauley, Association of Women Entrepreneurs of Togo. 
• Ms. Hajati Aisha Basajjanaku Lubega, Uganda on "Micro financing for 

women in Uganda". 
• Madame Koulsoumi Muller Epouse Koulangna, Cameroon. 

The 8th SESSION was chaired by Begum Salma Ahmed, Women Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, Pakistan, and theme of the session was "Role and 



achievements of businesswomen councils/associations in the Asia Region - their 
success in promoting Women Entrepreneurs". 

• Ms. Damira Mirzakhlilova, representative of Businesswomen Association of 
Uzbekistan on 'Role and achievements of businesswomen association in the 
Republic of Uzbekistan - its success in promoting Women Entrepreneurs'. 

• Ms. Seema Ghani, representative of Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry. 

• Ms. Shaira Saleem, President, Maldives Women Entrepreneurs Council 
(WEC). 

• Mrs. Seyedeh Fatemeh Moghimi, Advisor to ICCIM President in Women 
Entrepreneurs Affairs, Iran. 

• Mrs. Sharifah Aminah Al-Khared, Malaysia. 

The 9th SESSION was chaired by Mr. Ozair A. Hanafi, President & CEO, Pak-Oman 
Micro-Finance Bank, and theme of the session was "Micro-financing for Women 
Owned Business: How could capital and technical support providers enhance their 
service to promote women entrepreneurs". 

• Mr. Rabih Mattar, Islamic Development Bank (IDB). 
• Mrs. Charmaine Hidayatullah, Vice President First Women Bank of Pakistan. 
• Madam Widad Yaqoob Ibrahim, President, Family Bank, Sudan. 

FINAL COMMUNIQUE: 
The Forum encouraged and stimulated in-depth discussions among all the 
participants. Based upon the presentations and views expressed, it adopted the 
following Communique: 

We the delegates to the Third Forum for Businesswomen in Islamic Countries 
gathered in Doha, State of Qatar: 

• Greatly appreciate the patronage of Her Highness Sheikha Mozah Bint Nasser 
Al Missned consort of HH the Emir of the State of Qatar, and the consent of 
His Excellency Mr. Yousef Hussain Kamal, Minister of Finance and Acting 
Minister of Economy and Commerce to inaugurate the Forum and extend 
generous support and cooperation in convening of the event. 

• RECOGNIZE the efforts of the Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(ICO), the Islamic Development Bank (IDB), and the Special Unit for South-
South Cooperation, UNDP, in organizing the Third Businesswomen Forum on 
the theme of 'Micro-credit Financing... the way forward for economic 
prosperity.' 

• ACKNOWLEDGE the initiative of the Islamic Chamber in fostering a 
platform for Businesswomen of Islamic Countries. 

• APPRECIATE the support of the international and regional organizations in 
strengthening the capacity of the Islamic Chamber for creating linkages among 
businesswomen organizations. 

• EMPHASIZE the need for closer collaboration among businesswomen 
organizations/associations at regional and inter-regional levels. 



• CONCERNED with the continuing lack of information, and absence of 
financing, which pose obstacles in strengthening and expanding the business 
activities of women entrepreneurs in Islamic Countries. 

• ACKNOWLEDGE the progress attained towards networking among 
businesswomen of Islamic Countries through the establishment of a database 
mechanism by the Islamic Chamber in collaboration with IDB and UNDP and 
further call for making the web portal broader based. 

• APPRECIATE the recent initiatives of the Islamic Development Bank, 
especially the establishment of Islamic Solidarity Fund for Development with 
a capital of US$ 10 billion which would assist in the micro-credit sector, 
focusing on the needs of businesswomen. 

1. EXPRESS the hope that national financial Institutions in OIC Member States 
will collaborate with the Islamic Development Bank in formulating an 
effective mechanism within a well planned time frame for increasingly 
accessing micro-credit facilities to women entrepreneurs in OIC Member 
Countries. 

2. CALL UPON the Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Industry and other 
relevant Institutions to setup a Capacity Building Institute / Training Institute 
to support micro-finance, to identify relevant tools and share best practices. 

3. ENCOURAGE businesswomen's enterprises in OIC Countries, and in 
Muslim Communities in non-OIC Member Countries, to actively participate in 
the OIC-Businesswomen Information Network (oic-bin) by contributing 
information to its database, and accessing information from it, for exploring 
business opportunities. 

4. CALL UPON the OIC, its institutions, the United Nations agencies, its funds 
programs and agencies, and Member Chambers of Commerce and Industry to 
continue their collaboration with the Islamic Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry in organizing future Forums, Workshops and Training Programs for 
Businesswomen. 

5. CALL UPON the businesswomen's organizations in OIC Member Countries 
to increasingly utilize the strengthened capacity of the Islamic Chamber in 
promoting business relations and joint ventures among themselves. 

6. CALL UPON the General Secretariat of ICCI to transmit this Declaration to 
relevant Foras of OIC, and of the United Nations. 

7. ACKNOWLEDGE the invitation of the Federation of Syrian Chambers of 
Commerce & Industry to host the Fourth Forum for Businesswomen in Islamic 
Countries, in November 2008 in Damascus. 

8. EXPRESS gratitude to the Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Industry; 
Islamic Development Bank; Special Unit for South-South Cooperation, 
UNDP; Businessmen Association; and Qatari Businesswomen Forum for their 
support and contribution towards the successful organization of the Third 
Forum for Businesswomen in Islamic Countries. 

End of the Communique. 



CLOSING SESSION: 
The closing session was co-chaired by H.E. Sheikha Ahmed Al Mahmoud, Minister 
of Education, Qatar and H.E. Yiping Zhou, Director Special Unit for South-South 
Cooperation, UNDP. In the closing statement H.E. Yiping Zhou extended the 
greetings from the Secretary General of the United Nations Mr. Ban Ki Moon, and 
from the Administrator of UNDP, Mr. Kemal Derviş, and their best wishes for the 
success of the Forum. The UN Secretary-General has, on several occasions, stressed 
that "South-South cooperation is central to global efforts to eradicate poverty, 
stimulate economic growth and promote sustainable development". UNDP's 
commitment to this cause is also at the highest level. He emphasized that "learning 
from, and focusing on the absolute need to improve the position of, women is an 
essential component of broader development and vital to our common goals." The 
instrumentality of micro-credit is an important remedy against this impediment, and 
the organizers of the Third Forum have been wise in identifying this issue for review 
and discussion at this occasion. He said that he is sure that the experiences shared here 
and the aspirations for working together would become the "upper-hander" in today's 
most competitive market, domestic and foreign, and going to make the dreams of 
millions businesswomen in OIC countries and around the world come true. He 
expressed his confidence that the work here and the network that ICCI has established 
are going to make a decisive contribution to our ongoing efforts to create a 'One 
Million Businesswomen of the South On-line' at our first Global South-South 
Development Expo later this year. He invited all the participants at that event. 

The Organizing Committee of the Forum presented Awards to the "Most Outstanding 
Businesswomen" to: Mrs. Sabrina Islam of Bangladesh; Dr. Amany Asfour of Egypt; 
and Mrs. Fatima Bello Aliyu of Nigeria. The selection was made on the basis of 
performance and contributions to the socio-economic development of the respective 
countries. 

On January 15, 2008, all the foreign delegates were taken on a visit to HE Sheikh 
Faisal Bin Qassim Al Thani's Private Farm and Museum, arranged by the Qatari 
Businessmen Association. 



REPORT ON 
THE TRAINING PROGRAMME ON DEVISING NATIONAL SME 

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES FOR OIC MEMBER COUNTRIES 
HELD AT DHAKA, BANGLADESH ON DECEMBER 10 - 13,2007 

Preamble: 

Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) have been recognized as an important 
strategic factor for generating speedy high income growth and alleviating poverty and 
unemployment. Almost all countries of the world place special emphasis on the 
development of their SMEs because of their integrated, flexible and comparatively 
more rapid production capability. They are commonly recognized as an effective 
means of stimulating economic activity with appreciable impact on social progress. 
There is a need for concerted efforts in OIC Countries to exploit the fuller potential of 
SMEs. It is a sector that needs to be carefully nurtured by institutional support, access 
to finance, business development services and lesser regulation oriented business 
environment. 

The Islamic Commission for Economic, Cultural and Social Affairs at its 23rd 

Session held in January 2000 in Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, endorsed the 
proposal of the Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICO) for the 
establishment of a Task Force on Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs). The 
proposal was approved by the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers (ICFM) at its 
27th Session held in Kuala-Lumpur, Malaysia in July 2000 and subsequently adopted 
by the Islamic Summit Conference at its 9th Session held in Doha, State of Qatar in 
November 2000. Accordingly, the Task Force was established in 2001 by the 
Secretary General of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC). ICCI was 
given the mandate to convene Meetings of the Task Force to study and analyze the 
needs, problems and future requirements of SMEs in OIC Countries and to formulate 
strategies for their development. 

Accordingly, ICCI with the collaboration of the Islamic Development Bank 
(IDB), Member Chambers and SME Authorities has organized 5 consecutive 
meetings; first in Bangladesh in 2002, second in Mozambique in 2003, third in 
Pakistan in 2004, fourth in Thailand in 2005 and fifth in Turkey in 2006, to examine 
the problems and constraints of SMEs in OIC Countries, and to identify practical 
means of improving their performance. 

Training Programme on Devising National SME Development Programme 
for OIC Member Countries: 

The members of the Task Force have laid special emphasis on the fact that in 
order to survive in today's globalized and challenging environment, it is imperative 
for SMEs to be competitive and resilient. Towards this end, SMEs need to 



continuously strengthen their capacity and sharpen their capability to produce high 
quality products and services at competitive prices. They should acquire new skills, 
techniques and technologies, and the ways to utilize these to improve their business 
operations. 

Within this context, the Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Industry, in 
collaboration with the Islamic Research & Training Institute (IRTI) of Islamic 
Development Bank (IDB), the Perez-Guerrero Trust Fund (PGTF), and the Federation 
of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FBCCI) organized a 4-day 
Training Programme on Devising National SME Development Programmes for OIC 
Member Countries in Dhaka, Bangladesh on December 10-13, 2007. 

The Training Programme was attended by 44 trainees from Member Chambers 
and by the representatives of SME Authorities, SME Banks, SME Associations, 
SMEs owners and other officials from 13 OIC Countries namely, Afghanistan, 
Albania, Bangladesh, Egypt, Islamic Republic of Iran, Sultanate of Oman, Pakistan, 
Sudan, Syria, Togo, Turkey, Turkish Cyprus and Yemen. The list of participants is 
annexed. 

Objectives; 

The main objectives of the training programme were to: 

* develop and strengthen the capabilities of SME owners and their chambers for 
facilitating the development and growth of SMEs in their respective countries; 

* sharpen strategies focusing on competitive edge; 

* develop skills for the removal of functional bottlenecks hampering smooth 
operations of the SMEs; 

* develop greater familiarity with new technology development in the promotion 
of SMEs 

* develop greater awareness of sources and modalities of investment and of 
technical assistance to SME projects; 

* Formulate functional and information network among the trainees. 

These objectives were based upon two main considerations: 

The international economic scene is rapidly changing, creating new dynamics 
of enterprise development and competition. These forces are radically altering the 
organizational structures of enterprises, as well as their productive processes, and 
marketing and distribution of goods and services, both in the domestic and foreign 
markets. 

In this context, many of the Small and Medium Enterprises operating in OIC 
Member Countries would need upgrading of their technological capabilities and of 
their National SME development Programmes. Moreover, they will need to acquire 
competitiveness, through the establishment of efficient distribution networks, speedy 
delivery systems and a deeper knowledge of technology supplies, competitors, and 
their customers' needs. 



Inaugural Session: 

The Training Programme was inaugurated on the morning of Monday, 10th 

December 2007 with recitation of verses from the Holy Quran. The welcome address 
was delivered by Mr. Syed Manzur Elahi, Administrator, Federation of Bangladesh 
Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FBCCI) and the opening address was delivered 
by the Chief Guest Dr. Md. Nurul Amin, Secretary, Ministry of Industries, 
Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh. Mrs. Attiya Nawazish Ali, 
Assistant Secretary General (Coordination), Islamic Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (ICCI) and Mr. Abu Nasser Mohammad Abduz-Zaher, Chairman, Islam i 
Bank Bangladesh Limited (IBBL) delivered their addresses on behalf of the ICCI and 
IBBL respectively. The message of Mr. Yiping Zhou, Director, Special Unit for 
South-South Cooperation (SUSSC), United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP), New York was read out by Mr. Syed Naşir Ali Mirza, Manager Industrial 
Investment, ICCI. At the conclusion of the inaugural session, Mr. Syed Jamaluddin, 
Secretary General, FBCCI presented vote of thanks. 

Working Sessions: 

During the four-day Training Programme, seven working sessions were held 
and 13 lectures were delivered by resource persons from Bangladesh. In addition, 11 
country papers were presented by the trainees, explaining the national policies and 
current status of SMEs in their respective countries. 

In addition, 5 resource persons from the Technology Incubation Centre (TIC), 
National University of Science and Technology (NUST), Pakistan, Sardar & Sardar 
Development and Management Consultants, Pakistan, Small and Medium Enterprise 
Development Authority (SMEDA), Pakistan, Small & Medium Industry Development 
Organization (KOSGEB), Turkey, and Islamic Development Bank (IDB), Jeddah also 
delivered lectures. The training covered the following themes: 

1. A uniform definition of SMEs in OIC member states; 

2. Problems faced by SMEs related to finance, marketing, technical, managerial 
and regulatory; 

3. Technology Incubators and their Networking; 

4. Business incubators, clusters of innovative SMEs and barriers to the 
innovation of SMEs; 

5. Developing data and statistical information as a basis for establishing 
measures to address the issues of SME financing; 

6. Venture Capital and Credit Guarantee Funds; 

7. Network of all technological and innovative centres, business centers, 
incubators, and related institutions to share experiences, and develop 
institutional memories and contacts; 



8. Customized forms of finance for SMEs (special credit facilities, micro-credit 
schemes, seed capital, guarantee schemes, leasing, venture capital, concept of 
business angles) and other suitable and situation-specific forms of financings; 

9. IDB's technical and financial support to SMEs through its various financing 
facilities and windows; 

10. Research and Development Facilities. Transfer of technology and know-how 
from advanced market economies; 

11. Linkages between universities, research organizations, national planning 
authorities and industries; 

12. Sub-contracting and inter-firm linkages; 

13. Key success factors for National SME Development Programme; 

14. SME Baseline Survey (Issues in SME Growth); 

15. The respective and collaborative roles of Government, Chambers & Private 
Sector; 

16. Specialized Services for facilitating SMEs. 

Visit to the Bangladesh Machine Tool Factory (BMTF); 

The trainees visited the Bangladesh Machine Tools Factory (BMTF) on the 4th 

day of the training programme at Gazipur. The factory is situated 30 kilometers away 
from Dhaka. 

The programme at the factory included a comprehensive presentation on the 
facilities and the products being assembled and manufactured including: 

• Military and other vehicles, such as trucks, pick-up vehicles, ambulance, etc. 

• Lathes and other workshop machines, that hitherto were mostly imported. 

• Components and parts for various industries in the country. 

The factory is equipped with high production machinery and equipment, 
capable of manufacturing a variety of Engineering products. Its basic production 
facilities include casting, forging, machining, heat and surface treatment etc. 

The tour was comprehensive and gave the trainees a clearer picture of the way 
BMTF is supporting SMEs, especially in the light engineering and automobile sectors. 

Observations by the Trainees: 

Both during the training programme, and at its conclusion, the trainees made the 
following observations: 

• Facilitating access to accurate information on market opportunities for 
subcontracting, and on potential foreign partners through market reports and data 



bases, trade fairs, exhibitions abroad, and electronic trading platforms or 
subcontracting exchanges, should be strongly recommended. 

• Encouraging SME investment by facilitating companies' efforts to expand their 
businesses abroad through information services and other suitable means could 
be conducive to the stability and expansion of SMEs. 

• Supporting the establishment and development of industry groupings (i.e. 
clusters) on regional, cross-regional, or cross-border levels could be an important 
vehicle for promoting collective self-reliance among SMEs. 

• Promoting business linkages through identifying and matching potential partners 
while ensuring diversification of partners and helping SMEs to develop their 
negotiating capacities and skills through institutional support (awareness 
building) and training measures should be important elements of national 
policies for the development of SMEs. 

• For a planned and sustained growth and development of micro enterprises, it 
would be highly desirable to enact a 'Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise 
Development Act' in all those OIC countries where such legislation is either 
non-existent or inadequate. The Act should clearly define SMEs and cover 
aspects such as the institutional set-up, including the creation of national-level 
promotional organizations, with representatives from the private sector, to take 
into account their concerns, and broad policy parameters, including finance 
related funding of development programmes, their protection and monitoring. 

• There is an increasing need for a compendium of all national authorities and 
national and international institutions involved in the development of SMEs in 
OIC Countries. The compendium, when prepared, would need periodic updating. 

• A roundtable of SME owners, SME authorities and institutions, that are actively 
engaged in the task of SME development, be convened to help share experiences 
with one another. 

• National Chambers of Commerce and Industries and Professional Associations 
in OIC countries should create inter linked databases for providing general and 
specialized information on SMEs. 

• A mechanism be developed through relevant OIC Institutions to help in the 
preparation of feasibility studies and business plans of SMEs in different sectors 
for export oriented projects for all OIC member countries, especially those that 
have priority in terms of financial support by IDB. 

• The need for the development of SMEs in OIC member countries warrants 
initiatives such as the creation of incubation centers, promotion of joint 
ventures, and the setting up of an effective information sharing and follow-up 
mechanism among OIC member countries. In order to meet this objective, a 
network, to be hosted by a centralized body, like ICO, and focal agencies in 
the respective OIC Countries, need to be established. 

• Active and effective service of a technology cum-business incubator could be 
of great help for the growth of SMEs to combat the problems related to access 



to finance, innovation, achievement of international quality of products / 
services, development of appropriately skilled human resources, aggressive 
marketing of their products / services etc. OIC Countries could look for 
experience from more developed among developing countries and even from 
the developed ones in this regard. 

• ICCI could initiate projects among some of the institutions of OIC Countries, 
such as the Islamic University of Technology in Bangladesh, and the Islamic 
University in Niger, build their capacities thereby enabling them to act as 
technology incubators and innovation centers. 

• It was felt that the SME development bodies in most OIC countries comprise 
largely (in some instances, entirely) of government servants and relatively 
little (or no) participation is seen from the private sector. This could be one of 
the main reasons for the apparent lack of dynamism in SME development 
support initiatives in those Countries. 

• Access to finance is sometimes a lesser constraint for an SME entrepreneur; a 
bigger one is the lack of problem-solving and entrepreneurial skills that spell 
the setbacks faced by SME owners and managers. 

• OIC countries have universities and research institutions but correspondingly 
little or no inventions, innovations or patents on the global scenario. 

• Best practices exist in OIC member countries but because of lack of 
systematic information exchange activity, SMEs do not get the benefit from 
the experiences of other countries. 

• The Islamic Chamber Research & Information Centre (ICRIC) has reportedly 
offered to launch the Muslim World SMEs Website. This should be welcomed 
and used by all ICCI Member Chambers and SME owners. 

For Follow-up Activities: 

• ICCI may support training and capacity building via skill development 
programmes and business development service programmes so that the SMEs 
can acquire the specific technical skills and business services required to 
develop, grow, expand and sustain themselves. 

• SME Authorities in OIC Countries need to promote clusters and networks to 
improve SME participation in global value chains through fostering and 
strengthening links between universities, research institutions and SME owners. 

• ICCI may follow-up with the SME owners / Government Authorities in OIC 
Member Countries to introduce a Japanese concept of 'One-Village One-
Product' to develop specialization and distinct identities to enterprises in the 
villages. This would greatly help in exploiting the traditional skills of 
entrepreneurs, giving boost to ethnic products, besides improving the local 
economy. The same concept has been introduced through the slogans of One 
Tambon One Product (OTOP) in Thailand and Aik-Hunar-Aik-Nagar (AHAN) 
in Pakistan. It is in the process of being introduced in Bangladesh through the 
similar slogan of One-District One Product (ODOP). 



• Since several UN Agencies and other multilateral organizations have devised 
programmes to help the growth and development of the SME sector in their 
respective fields of competence, effective cooperation between ICCI and these 
Agencies should be useful in avoiding duplication, promoting 
complementarities and the sharing of best practices in addressing different 
issues of SMEs. 

Outcomes: • 

At the conclusion of the Training Programme, the trainees reported having 
gained considerable knowledge of SME profiles and strategies in the following areas: 

1) Professional development activities in the workplace, with primary 
emphasis on National SME Development Programmes, learning resources 
and transfers of knowledge and skills. 

2) Timely advice to SMEs on the integration of their products with their 
business development programmes and processes. 

3) Systematic consultations and coordination among SME Authorities, SME 
Banks, SME Associations, SME owners etc. with the view to reducing 
skill gaps and shortages in the SME sector. 

4) Development of networks of policymakers, enterprise support agencies, 
chambers of commerce and SME owners for sharing knowledge and 
experiences in the preparation of National SME Development 
Programmes. 

5) The importance of improving competitiveness in order to compete in the 
global market through the production of high quality products at attractive 
prices. 

Training Evaluation; 

The participants' evaluation of the training programme was completed before 
the concluding session; each having submitted his/her inputs through a questionnaire. 
This brought in a good deal of information about the perceived impact of the 
programme. A review of this information revealed the usefulness of the knowledge 
that had been gained in the discussions, group work sessions and exercises. With this, 
the trainees recognized the importance of keeping abreast of changing technologies, 
production and marketing techniques, as well as business management practices in 
order to improve competitiveness and enhanced productivity. 

The trainees expressed their interest in seeing more tailor-made training 
programmes in key SME sectors developed by ICCI for enhancing the growth and 
development of SMEs, and for improving their business operating environment to be 
able to compete on a global scale. They stressed the need for having effective 
financial support schemes, increased Research and Development activity, 
encouragement of innovative ideas, and more active support of export initiatives. 
Better cooperation between R & D institutions, universities and SMEs should lead to 
the emergence of innovative practices and competitiveness of SMEs in OIC 
Countries. 



Closing Session: 

The closing session of the Training Programme was held on Thursday, 13th 

December 2007. The closing ceremony was started with recitation of verses from the 
Holy Quran. Mr. Syed Naşir Ali Mirza, Manager Industrial Investment, ICCI 
presented the Report of the Training Programme. 

Mrs. Attiya Nawazish AH, Assistant Secretary General (Coordination), Islamic 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) presented the closing address expressing 
the hope that the Training Programme just concluded would assist the trainees in 
building the capabilities and capacities of SMEs for enhancing growth and 
competitiveness. She was sure that the trainees had benefited from the Training 
Course and would be able to assist the SMEs by their superior performance in their 
respective companies, organizations and chambers. She was confident that activities 
such as this training programme would lead to the achievement of ICCPs objectives. 
She expressed her thanks and appreciations to the Federation of Bangladesh 
Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FBCCI) for all its support and cooperation in 
successfully organizing the training course. She also thanked IRTI/IDB and 
PGTF/UNDP for their generous financial support towards this operation. 

In his closing address, Mr. Syed Manzur Elahi, Administrator, Federation of 
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FBCCI) said that the findings of this 
Training Programme will provide a guideline to develop stronger SME and overcome 
the internal and external weaknesses such as lack of capabilities and resources, poor 
management, lack of modern technology, lack of inadequate infrastructure, low 
investment, lack of R & D facilities etc. He believed that this programme would help 
in making building blocks for the establishment of a network of Small and Medium 
Industries among the Members Countries that should eventually lead to 
institutionalize a new foundation. The recommendations made from the programme 
should help develop a number of specific areas for economic cooperation. He 
recommended that the Chambers of Commerce and Industry of all Islamic Countries 
should engage themselves in a process of interaction with their respective 
Governments for the formulation of a pragmatic SME policy aiming at greater trade 
liberalization, and freer movement of capital, technology and people among the 
member countries. He thanked the trainees, Islamic Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (ICCI), Islamic Research & Training Institute of Islamic Development Bank 
(IDB) and Perez-Guerrero Trust Fund (PGTF) of the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) for their cooperation and support in organizing this Course. He 
declared the programme a great success. 














































































































































































