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Foreword

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development continues to guide global efforts
toward building a more sustainable, inclusive, and resilient future for all. As we
enter 2024, the window to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGS) is
narrowing, making it critical for OIC countries to accelerate efforts in areas that
still lag behind. With ongoing global challenges such as economic uncertainty,
regional instability, and inflationary pressures, the path forward demands renewed
commitment and strategic interventions.

In this regard, | am pleased to introduce the “Towards the Achievement of
Prioritised Sustainable Development Goals in OIC Countries 2024”. This year’s
report provides a detailed analysis of where OIC countries stand in relation to the
eight prioritised SDGs (SDGs 1-5, 8-9, and 13) based on the latest available data.
In addition to the prioritised SDGs, the report also presents the progress towards
the remaining nine SDGs. The insights drawn from this data are crucial for
identifying areas where we are on track, and more importantly, where intensified
efforts are required to meet the ambitious targets of the 2030 Agenda.

The findings of this report highlight notable achievements in several key areas.
Many OIC countries have made significant strides in improving health outcomes
and educational access. For example, the under-five mortality rate has seen a sharp
decline, and educational parity between boys and girls is now a reality in the
majority of member countries. These advancements are a testament to the
collective efforts of the OIC community.

However, this report also serves as a reminder that persistent gaps remain,
particularly in fostering inclusive economic growth and creating decent work
opportunities. While progress has been made, the average GDP growth rate for the
OIC’s least-developed countries remains well below the 7% target, and
unemployment rates continue to fluctuate, undermining long-term economic
stability.

As the 2030 deadline approaches, the need for coordinated action and innovative
solutions has never been more pressing. It is my hope that this report will inspire
OIC countries, alongside their development partners, to take bold and decisive
steps to overcome the remaining challenges and ensure that no one is left behind
in our shared journey towards sustainable development.

Zehra Zimrit SELCUK
Director General
SESRIC
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Executive Summary

This report analyses whether the OIC countries group is on track to achieve the
prioritised Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs 1-5, 8-9, and 13) in the light of
the selected indicators. The eight prioritised SDGs were identified in 2018 based
on “Tendency Survey on SDG Priorities of the OIC Member Countries”. The
report also covers other nine SDGs for progress analysis to enrich the content and
scope.

The methods applied to show the progress of the SDGs focus on developments of
the indicators and related goals over time. In this regard, the main purpose of the
report is to present whether the selected indicators have moved towards or away
from the related SDGs. The progress is estimated through comparing the value of
the particular indicator in 2000 (or the earliest year after 2000) to the value of that
indicator in 2023 (or the latest year from 2015 to 2022).

Overall, the report shows the OIC countries as a group is estimated not to be on
track to meet by 2030 any of the SDGs. Although some progress has been observed
in SDG 1 (no poverty), SDG 3 (good health and well-being), SDG 4 (quality
education), SDG 6 (clean water and sanitation), SDG 7 (affordable and clean
energy), SDG 9 (industry, innovation and infrastructure), SDG 14 (life below
water), SDG 16 (peace, justice and strong institutions), and SDG 17 (partnerships),
these improvements are not sufficient to achieve the relevant SDG targets by 2030.

Regarding SDG 2 (zero hunger), SDG 8 (decent work and economic growth), SDG
10 (reduced inequalities), SDG 11 (sustainable cities and communities), and SDG
15 (life on land), stagnant progress has been recorded for the OIC countries group
putting them off track to achieve these five SDGs.

On the other hand, insufficient levels of data on SDGs 5, 12, and 13 pose
challenges to make a comprehensive progress analysis on the entirety of these
goals. Thus, the report leaves the OIC level aggregate estimations to future
editions once data are available on the United Nations Statistics Division’s
(UNSD) Global SDG Indicators Database.

Goal 1: No Poverty

The OIC group of countries has made moderate progress in eliminating extreme
and other forms of poverty. In the 2000s, about 32.3% of the population in OIC
countries lived on less than US$ 2.15 per day. By 2022, this figure had fallen to
11.7%. Almost half of the OIC countries for which data are available have reached
near-zero extreme poverty by 2022 or expect to reach this milestone by 2030.
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However, in some OIC West and East African countries, more than 30% of the
population still lives in extreme poverty, according to the latest data.

OIC countries have made a visible progress in terms of population above
pensionable age benefiting from pension payments. The proportion of the
population above statutory pensionable age receiving a pension in the OIC
countries group increased from 20.5% to 46.9% between 2000 and 2023.

In 2022, 29 OIC countries have provided access to basic drinking water services
for more than 91% of their population, which was above the world average. In
contrast, more than one-third of the population in 15 OIC countries had no access
to basic drinking water services. Access to basic drinking water services should be
improved so that they are accessible to the entire population.

The total government spending on education slightly decreased from 16% in 2000
to 15.8% in 2023 in the OIC, still meeting the target set by the Incheon
Declaration. The number of OIC countries with education expenditures within the
15-20% range of total public spending or above also declined from 19 in 2000 to
14 out of 32 countries with available data in 2023.

Goal 2: Zero Hunger

OIC countries showed a stagnant progress towards SDG 2, putting the goal out of
reach by 2030. Over the period from 2001 to 2022, the prevalence of
undernourishment in the OIC countries as a group fell from 15.3% to 13.5% of the
total population.

The proportion of children moderately or severely stunted in the OIC countries
group decreased from 37% to 26.1% between 2000 and 2022. Although stunting,
wasting, and being overweight in children have been declining, OIC countries will
not be able to achieve the SDG 2 targets of ending hunger and all forms of
malnutrition for all by 2030 with the current progress rates.

This slow progress urges for rational utilisation and management of water, land,
technology, and other natural and human resources in the sufficient production of
safe and nutritious food for all. In this context, increasing funding and investment
in agricultural productivity would help to achieve the related SDGs targets.

Goal 3: Good Health and Well-Being

OIC countries, in general, have shown moderate progress towards attaining SDG
3; nonetheless, the progress observed is not sufficient to achieve the goal by 2030.
The emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic further poses devastating health
consequences for individuals, families and communities, and threatens to
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overwhelm health systems. Such problems will, however, undermine the progress
made towards attaining SDG 3 by 2030.

The OIC countries group achieved a considerable progress in decreasing child
mortality between 2000 and 2022. The average under-five mortality rate for the
OIC countries group declined from 102 to 53 deaths per 1,000 live births. Such
progress, however, needs to be maintained and further improved in order to
achieve the related SDG 3 targets by 2030.

In 2022, on average, there were 9 doctors per 10,000 population in the OIC
countries. The medical doctor densities of only 19 OIC countries were higher than
the global average (17.3). In 27 OIC countries, the densities of medical doctors
per 10,000 population were below 10 and the situation is alarming in six OIC
countries with less than 1 doctor per 10,000 population.

Goal 4: Quality Education

Despite some valuable achievements across different levels of education, OIC
countries, as a group, have overall demonstrated insufficient rates of progress
towards achieving the SDG 4 targets by 2030. Particularly regarding the
completion rate, while 22 out of 41 OIC countries with available data have
achieved or are on track to achieve the target by 2030 in primary level education,
the achievers are limited to only 15 countries in lower secondary and five countries
in upper-secondary level education.

The majority of OIC countries have achieved gender parity in school education.
As of 2023, 35 out of 41 OIC countries have already achieved a gender parity or
disparity in favour of girls in primary education completion rate. In lower
secondary and upper secondary level education, such an achievement has been
observed in 27 and 19 OIC countries, respectively.

There is also an increasing need for qualified teachers in the OIC countries group.
As of 2023, 17 out of 36 OIC countries had over 95% of primary-level teachers
who received organised teacher training. On the other hand, the proportion of
teachers in primary education who received minimum required training decreased
in eight OIC countries between 2000 and 2023. Accordingly, OIC countries need
to take more extensive measures to attain the number of required qualified teachers
by 2030.

Goal 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth

OIC Least Developed Countries (LDCs) will not be able to achieve the target of
7% GDP growth per annum unless their development pace accelerates notably. In
the 2000-2022 period, the average annual growth rate of real GDP per capita was
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2.3% for the entire OIC countries group and 2.8% for the OIC-LDCs group of 21
countries. Although these rates were over that of the world (1.7%), it was less than
half the target rate of 7% a year. Therefore, the OIC-LDCs need to redouble their
efforts to achieve the 7% GDP growth per annum target.

Growth in labour productivity — measured by GDP per employed person — was
estimated as 2.1% for the OIC countries group in the 2000-2022 period, which
was slightly over that of the world (1.6%). However, the average labour
productivity growth rate for the OIC countries group slowed down considerably
after 2015. During the 2015-2022 period, the average labour productivity growth
rate was 1%, much lower than the 2.6% observed between 2000 and 2015.
Furthermore, the average growth of labour productivity between 2000 and 2022
was over 5% for only three OIC countries. While 20 OIC countries were observed
to have an average labour productivity growth between 2% and 5%, 21 member
countries were observed to be between 0% and 2% in the same period. However,
13 OIC countries showed negative average labour productivity growth for the
2000-2022 period.

The average unemployment rate of the OIC countries group decreased from 6.5%
in 2000 to 5.9% in 2023, based on available data for 41 OIC countries. However,
this improvement is not strong enough for the OIC countries group to achieve full
and productive employment and decent work for all by 2030 based on the pace of
progress between 2000 and 2023.

Overall, there is still more room for achieving the goal of sustained economic
growth, particularly for the least developed countries of the OIC. In those
countries, promoting economic diversification is very important, not just
protecting them from unexpected global and national economic crises but also
ensuring long-term sustainability and more inclusive growth.

Goal 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure

In the period 2000-2022, the manufacturing value added (MVA) as a proportion
of GDP saw a slight decrease in both the OIC and the world, by 0.7 and 1.3
percentage points, respectively. However, within the OIC-LDCs, this proportion
moderately increased by 5.9 percentage points, rising from 11.5% to 17.4%.
Despite this improvement in OIC-LDCs, the target of significantly raising
industry’s share of gross domestic product and doubling its share in the OIC-LDCs
is not expected to be achieved by 2030 with this pace of progress recorded so far.
Thus, substantial levels of investment are still necessary in the OIC to foster
technological progress and economic growth.
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Although research and development (R&D) expenditures have gained an
increasing trend across OIC countries in general, all OIC countries with available
data yet lagged behind the world average in 2022. Thus, more concerted efforts in
R&D are urgently needed to enhance the research capabilities of OIC countries.

The share of medium-high and high-technology industries in total MVVA decreased
from 30.5% in 2000 to 27.2% in 2021 among OIC countries. In contrast, the global
share increased slightly, from 45.8% in 2000 to 46.2% in 2021. As the world
average is much higher than the OIC average, strong and efficient policy support
for R&D and innovation activities is required in OIC countries in order to reduce
the development disparities between OIC countries and rest of the world.

A downward trend was observed in carbon dioxide (COz) emissions intensity of
manufacturing across OIC countries. Experiencing a 0.3 kg decline from its level
in 2000, the emissions per unit of MVA in constant 2015 USD was estimated at
0.7 kg in the OIC countries group in 2021. The world average of CO, emissions
per unit of MVVA was recorded at 0.4 kg CO» per USD in 2021 compared to its
value of 0.5 kg in 2000.

Unprioritised SDGs (6-7, 10-12, and 14-17)

While there has been moderate progress in the OIC region on clean water and
sanitation (SDG 6), affordable and clean energy (SDG 7), life below water (SDG
14), peace, justice and strong institutions (SDG 16), and partnerships (SDG 17),
the pace has not been strong enough to reach the goals by 2030. Meanwhile,
progress across SDGs 10, 11, and 15 at the OIC countries group level has been
very slow or even stagnant. On the other hand, insufficient levels of data on SDG
12 poses challenges to make a comprehensive progress analysis on the goal. Table
2 provides the progress assessment by targets for all SDGs covered in the report.

X Towards the Achievement of Prioritised Sustainable Development Goals in OIC Countries 2024



Assessment and Methodology of Progress towards the SDGs

This section assesses the progress towards achieving the SDGs for the OIC
countries group. Using data starting from 2000, it is estimated how fast the OIC
countries group has been progressing towards a particular SDG and whether this
pace will be sufficient to achieve the SDG by 2030 or earlier for the explicitly
quantified and measurable targets. In the remaining cases, the indicator’s trend is
compared with the desired direction based on pre-specified thresholds.

Figure 1 shows how the assessment of indicator trends - given in Table 1 and Table
2 in the form of a 4-arrow system - should be interpreted. The direction of the
arrows shows whether the goals or targets are to be achieved by 2030 based on the
available data.

Figure 1: The 4-Arrow System for Denoting Progress Assessment of SDGs

T Y

The upward  The north- The The The colon
arrow means  east arrow rightward downward shows the
“on track to  shows arrow shows  arrow shows  calculation of
meet SDG” “moderate “stagnant atrend with  trend is not
or shows progress progress unfavourable  possible due
“significant ~ towards towards direction and  to lack of
progress SDG” but SDG” putting itis data.
towards this progress  the goal out  considered as
SDG”. IS not of reach by “movement

sufficientto  2030. away from

achieve the the SDG”.

goal by 2030.

The analysis depends on the desired direction, which can be different from the
direction towards which an indicator is moving. For example, a reduction of the
unemployment rate or the proportion of population below the international poverty
line would be represented with an arrow facing “up” since reductions in these
indicators mean progress towards SDG targets. The methodology for assessing
indicators is explained further in the next subsection.

The report covers all SDGs, whether prioritised or not. The findings in the current
report are also not comparable with the previous year’s report, as the analysis
covers an expanding set of SDG targets and indicators in light of newly available
data. However, the availability of data is unbalanced across goals and the findings;
therefore, it may not reflect the full picture of progress towards the SDGs.
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With available data, Table 1 indicates that the OIC countries group will not
achieve any of the SDGs by 2030 on the current trajectory. Although progress has
been observed in SDG 1 (no poverty), SDG 3 (good health and well-being), SDG
4 (quality education), SDG 6 (clean water and sanitation), SDG 7 (affordable and
clean energy), SDG 9 (industry, innovation and infrastructure), SDG 14 (life
below water), SDG 16 (peace, justice and strong institutions), and SDG 17
(partnerships), these improvements are not sufficient to achieve the relevant SDG
targets by 2030.

Regarding SDG 2 (zero hunger), SDG 8 (decent work and economic growth), SDG
10 (reduced inequalities), SDG 11 (sustainable cities and communities), and SDG
15 (life on land), stagnant progress has been recorded for the OIC countries group,
putting them off track to achieve these five SDGs.

Table 1: Trend Visualisation of SDGs for OIC Countries

SDGs Is Prioritised? Trend
Goal 1: No poverty Yes
Goal 2: Zero hunger Yes
Goal 3: Good health and well-being Yes
Goal 4: Quality education Yes
Goal 5: Gender equality Yes
Goal 6: Clean water and sanitation No
Goal 7: Affordable and clean energy No
Goal 8: Decent work and economic growth Yes
Goal 9: Industry, innovation and infrastructure Yes
Goal 10: Reduced inequalities No
Goal 11: Sustainable cities and communities No
Goal 12_: Responsible consumption and No
production

Goal 13: Climate action Yes
Goal 14: Life below water No
Goal 15: Life on land No
Goal 16: Peace, justice and strong institutions No
Goal 17: Partnerships No

Source: SESRIC staff calculations based on data extracted on 01/07/2024 from the OIC Statistics Database
(OICstat).
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There is a lack of data preventing a comprehensive analysis on SDGs 5, 12, and
13. Thus, the report leaves the OIC level aggregate estimations to future editions
once data are available and accessible on the Global SDG Indicators Database
maintained by the UNSD.

Table 2 provides the progress assessment by targets selected for analysis. Overall,
the variation of the goals and targets is close to each other. Some important
differences, however are observed. First, despite significant progress in meeting
access to energy services, the progress in the use of renewable energy sources and
energy efficiency are not promising in SDG 7 (affordable and clean energy) in the
OIC countries group.

Second, the OIC has made progress on access to financial services. However,
challenges remain on economic growth, labour productivity, unemployment rate,
and youth not in employment, education or training (NEET) in SDG 8 (decent
work and economic growth) where progress is very slow. The group is also going
backwards in material resource efficiency.

Third, while the progress is insufficient on industry’s share of employment and
GDP and share of high-tech manufacturing in total manufacturing value-added;
the proportion of population covered by at least a third-generation mobile network
seems to be on track in SDG 9 (industry, innovation and infrastructure).

Methodology of Progress towards the SDGs

Two methods are applied to illustrate the progress of the SDGs. These assessment
methods focus on developments over time and not on the current status of the
indicators. In this regard, the main purpose of the progress assessment is to
measure whether an indicator has moved towards or away from the SDG.

The progress on SDG targets is estimated through comparing the value of the
indicator in 2000 or earliest year available after 2000 to the value of indicator in
2023 or the latest year available before 2023 based on the exponential annual
growth rate. The overall progress of the OIC countries group is then calculated as
the arithmetic mean of all indicators for which the progress can be estimated. In
this estimation, each SDG is covered by maximum number of targets that have
indicators with data on more than 50% of the countries and each target is
represented by at least one indicator.

Since only a limited number of SDG indicators have explicitly quantified and
measurable targets, two methods are developed to assess progress towards the
SDGs.
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Table 2: Trend Visualisation of SDGs and Targets for OIC Countries

SDGs Trend
Goal 1: No poverty

Extreme poverty

Social protection

Access to basic services

Resilience to disasters

Resources mobilization for education

Goal 2: Zero hunger

Undernourishment and food insecurity

Malnutrition

Investment in agriculture

Goal 3: Good health and well-being
Maternal mortality

Child mortality

Communicable diseases

Non-communicable diseases and mental health

Alcohol consumption
Road traffic deaths
Reproductive health

Health coverage

Unintentional poisoning deaths

Tobacco control

Immunization coverage

Health worker density

Goal 4: Quality education

Completion rate

Participation in early childhood education

Equal access to education T

Qualified teachers
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Table 2: Trend Visualization of SDGs and Indicators for OIC Countries (cont.)

SDGs Trend

Goal 5: Gender equality

Women in leadership T

Goal 6: Clean water and sanitation

Safe drinking water

Access to hygiene

Water-use efficiency

Goal 7: Affordable and clean energy

Access to energy services 1

Renewable energy share

Energy efficiency

Investing in renewable energy infrastructure t

Goal 8: Decent work and economic growth

Per capita economic growth

Growth in labour productivity

Resource efficiency in consumption J

Unemployment rate

Youth NEET

Access to financial services

Goal 9: Industry, innovation and infrastructure

Industry’s share of employment and GDP

Carbon dioxide emissions

Research and development

High-tech manufacturing

Third-generation mobile coverage T

Goal 10: Reduced inequalities

Economic inclusion

Income inequality

Refugees by country of origin

Remittance costs
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Table 2: Trend Visualization of SDGs and Indicators for OIC Countries (cont.)

SDGs Trend
Goal 11: Sustainable cities and communities

Housing and basic services

Resilience to disasters

Air quality

Goal 12: Responsible consumption and production

Resource efficiency in consumption J
Investing in renewable energy infrastructure 1t

Goal 13: Climate action

Resilience to disasters

Goal 14: Life below water

Marine pollution T

Marine conservation

Sustainable fisheries
Goal 15: Life on land
Terrestrial and inland freshwater ecosystems

Sustainable forest management

Mountain ecosystems

Extinction risk for species

Goal 16: Peace, justice and strong institutions

Intentional homicides

Unsentenced detainees

Bribery

Government expenditure

Goal 17: Partnerships

Domestic budget funded by domestic taxes

Debt service

Worldwide weighted tariff-average

FDI inflows

Source: SESRIC staff calculations based on data extracted on 01/07/2024 from the OIC Statistics Database
(OICStat).
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For indicators with quantitative targets, the current estimated trend for each
indicator is compared against the required or theoretical trend necessary to reach
the guantitative target. For indicators without quantitative targets, the annual rate
of progress is applied to measure the progress of SDGs. Similar strategies are also
employed by Eurostat (2023), ESCAP (2023), and the Sustainable Development
Report (Sachs et al., 2023).

Method 1: Indicators with quantitative targets

This method is composed of three steps. In step 1, the current estimated trend for
each indicator is computed based on the exponential annual growth rate (EAGR)
by using the following formula:

In(A./A,)

EAGR, = -
—lo

where t, = base year, t = most recent year, A,, = indicator value in base year,
A; = indicator value in most recent year.

Since many variables vary continuously rather than in a step-wise fashion, EAGR
is chosen to measure the tracking progress. EAGR assesses not only the pace but
also the direction of the evolution of an indicator. It is based on the data from the
first and the last year of the analysed time span, which has to be at least 5 years
long.

In step 2, the required or theoretical trend value necessary to reach the quantitative
target is computed by using the following formula:

where: t, = base year, t; = target year, A;, = indicator value in base year, B, =
target value in target year.

In the final step, the ratio of actual to required growth rate is calculated as follows:

o _ EAGR,
4" T EAGR,

Based on this final computation, if the ratio of actual to required growth rate is
100% or more, the indicator shows “significant progress towards SDG” and the
OIC countries group is on on-track to achieve the SDG target for the relevant
indicator. If the ratio is at least 50% but less than 100%, the trend shows “moderate
progress towards SDG”, and if the ratio is at least 0% but less than 50%, the trend
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shows “stagnant progress towards SDG” putting the goals out of reach by 2030.
Negative ratios mean that the trend is going in the reverse direction and it is
considered as “movement away from SDG”. This methodology is visualised in
Figure 2.

In this method, quantitative targets are explicitly mentioned in SDGs. The first
exception is the target of annual growth rate of real GDP per capita for OIC
countries that are not classified in the LDCs group (non OIC-LDCs). For those
non OIC-LDCs, the target is determined as 5% per annum to get a better
comparison within the OIC. Moreover, since this indicator is already measured as
annual growth rate, the arithmetic mean of 2000-2022 is used as EAGR,. The
second exception is the annual growth rate of real GDP per employed person. The
same targets and methodology of annual growth rate of real GDP per capita are
implemented for this indicator. To obtain reasonable results from the calculations
made, the following have been assumed:

e |f the target is set for 0% for an indicator (for instance, the proportion of
population below the international poverty line), a target value of 1% is
assumed as it is already maintaining the SDG achievement level.
Moreover, if the first data point is O in an indicator, then the first nonzero
point is chosen as the base year.

e |Ifthetargetis set for 100%, a target value of 95% is assumed as it is already
maintaining the SDG achievement level.

Figure 2: SDGs Trends Methodology for Indicators with Quantitative Targets
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Method 2: Indicators without quantitative targets

The assessment of trends for indicators without quantitative targets is based on the
EAGR by using the following formula:

where: t, = base year, t = most recent year, A,, = indicator value in base year,

A; = indicator value in most recent year. It is based on the data from the first and
the last year of the analysed time span, which has to be at least five years long.

Comparing the indicator trend with the desired direction is the only possible way
to estimate the progress towards SDGs for indicators without targets. The observed
annual growth rate is compared to the following thresholds:

e a change of 2% or more per year in the desired direction is considered
“significant progress towards SDG”;

e achange of more than 1% but less than 2% (including 1%) per year in the
desired direction is considered “moderate progress towards SDG”;

e achange of more than 0% but less than 1% (including 0%) per year in the
desired direction is considered “stagnant progress towards SDG”’; and

e a change in the reverse direction is considered “movement away from
SDG”.

Figure 3: SDGs Trends Methodology for Indicators without Quantitative Targets
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This threshold strategy provides enough variation causing a sufficient number of
countries fall in all four categories. A similar threshold strategy is also employed
by Eurostat (2023) with smaller thresholds. The methodology for indicators
without quantitative targets is visualised in Figure 3.

Method for calculating average scores at the goal level

The estimated progress values for indicators are inserted into a scoring function in
order to compute the average estimated progress for the SDGs. The average scores
on the goal level are calculated as the arithmetic mean of the scores of the
indicators chosen for monitoring the respective goal. These goal-level scores range
from O (worst score) to 4 (best score) in line with the 4-arrow system for denoting
progress assessment of SDGs. The scoring functions use cut-off points broader
than the thresholds used in the calculation of EAGR and R, - to allow for larger
variability in the scores. Both threshold points are designed in harmony to ensure
that indicators with and without quantitative targets have the same weight when
calculating the average score at the goal level.

For indicators with quantitative targets, each indicator trend is first normalized on
a scale from 0 to 4 linearly. Decreasing indicators receive a value between 0-1
where R,/ of -50% or below receives a score of 0. Indicator trends that show
“stagnant progress towards SDG” receive a value between 1-2, where R, ;- of 0%
receives a score of 1. Indicators that show “moderate progress towards SDG”
receive a value between 2-3 where R,/ of 50% receives a score of 2. Those
indicators that show “significant progress towards SDG” or “on track” receive
values between 3-4 where R, - of 100% receives a score of 3 and R, of 150%
or above receives a score of 4. Indicators that are already maintaining SDG
achievement receive a score of exactly 3.5 as it is the mean of 3-4 interval. The
score function is continuously linear as a whole.

For indicators without quantitative targets, each indicator trend is similarly
normalized on a scale from 0-4 in line with the 4-arrow system for denoting
progress assessment of SDGs. Decreasing indicators receive a value between 0-1
where EAGR of -1% or below receives a score of 0. Indicator trends that show
“stagnant progress towards SDG” receive a value between 1-2, where EAGR of
0% receives a score of 1. Indicators that show “moderate progress towards SDG”
receive a value between 2-3 where EAGR of 1% receives a score of 2. Those
indicators that show “significant progress towards SDG” receive values between
3-4 where EAGR of 2% receives a score of 3 and EAGR of 3% or above receive a
score of 4. Indicators that are already maintaining SDG achievement receive a
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score of exactly 3.5 as it is the mean of 3-4 interval. The score function is
continuously linear as a whole.

To compute the overall goal trend, a target level score is first estimated using the
arithmetic mean of indicators where the progress of target is measured by multiple
indicators. Otherwise, the indicator score is taken as the target score. The overall
goal scores are then computed as an arithmetic mean of the rescaled values of
targets. An average between 0-1 corresponds to a “movement away from SDG”,
1-2 to “stagnant progress towards SDG”, 2-3 to “moderate progress towards
SDG”, and 3-4 to “significant progress towards SDG.” Trends are reported at the
SDG level only if trend data are available for at least three targets under a goal.

The available indicators have proved to be insufficient to calculate a meaningful
average score for SDGs 5, 12, and 13. That is why their trends are marked with
the “:” symbol. The tables in Appendix 2 provide the complete list of indicators
used to compute the SDGs trends along with source of data and respective target
values, if any.
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SDG 1. End Poverty in All Its Forms Everywhere

Poverty is a pronounced deprivation in well-being and is associated with poor
health, low education, and unemployment. As a result, poor populations lose
opportunities to exert their full potential, benefit society, and achieve well-being
in life. The “poverty trap” theory, widely used in the development economics
literature, assumes that low-income economies, particularly Least Developed
Countries (LDCs), are trapped in the poverty cycle. In this regard, policy measures
are essential in fair and effective distribution of the resources available to
national/sub-national governments as well as improving cross-sector cooperation
with a specific focus on education, social protection, and other universal basic
needs.

In essence, poverty alleviation is a set of measures encompassing social and
humanitarian goals on the one side and economic goals on the other. SDG 1 aims
to eradicate all forms of extreme poverty by 2030 and calls for equal rights and
access to resources for all groups of the population. This includes the reduction of
extreme and other forms of economic poverty, implementation of social protection
plans, promotion of equitable access to basic services, building resilience,
diminishing exposure and vulnerability to climate-related extreme events, and
developing pro-poor and gender-sensitive strategies.

Overall, OIC countries have made moderate progress in eradicating extreme and
other forms of poverty, but this progress is not sufficient to achieve the goal of
ending all forms of poverty by 2030.

More intensive efforts in poverty alleviation are essential across OIC
countries

Extreme poverty is defined as living on with an income below the internationally
defined poverty line. Historically, this threshold was set as a dollar-a-day at 1985
purchasing-power-parity (PPP) and has been systematically used since 1990.
Defining poverty precisely is challenging due to changing economic
circumstances and requires adjustments to poverty measures over time. In this
connection, the international poverty line was raised to USD 1.25 a day at 2005
PPP in 2008 and was used for the rest of the Millennium Development Goals
period ending in 2015. While the initial “a dollar-a-day” measure was based upon
an average of the eight poorest countries, the USD 1.25 a day represents the
average of national poverty lines for 15 poorest countries in the world based on
their per capita consumption levels. Currently, extreme poverty is defined as the
percentage of the population living on less than USD 2.15 per day at 2017 PPP
(UNSD, SDG metadata).
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From 2000 through 2019, the percentage of the global population living below the
international poverty line decreased from 29.2% to 8.9%. Pre-pandemic
projections indicated that this proportion would continue to decline to 8.2% in
2020 and 7.8% in 2021 (World Bank, 2022). However, the sudden onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic significantly undermined progress in poverty reduction,
causing the proportion of people living in extreme poverty to rise to 9.5% in 2021.
By 2022, this rate had fallen back to 9%, close to the pre-pandemic level, and the
negative impact of the pandemic began to fade (Figure 4).

Figure 4: Proportion of Population below International Poverty Line (%), 2000
vs. 2022
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Source: SESRIC staff calculations based on data extracted on 01/07/2024 from the OIC Statistics Database
(OICstat) and the UNSD Global SDG Indicators Database. Please see Appendix 1 for details.

SDG target 1.1 aims for the complete eradication of extreme poverty by 2030. In
the 2000s, approximately 32.3% of the population in OIC countries lived on less
than USD 2.15 a day, based on data from 30 OIC countries. By 2022, this figure
decreased to 11.7%. At the country level, nine OIC countries—Albania,
Kazakhstan, Malaysia, The Maldives, United Arab Emirates, Tunisia, Turkiye,
Palestine, and Iran—had already achieved SDG 1.1 (zero extreme poverty) by
2022, or their extreme poverty rates were well below 1%. By 2030, four additional
OIC countries—Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Egypt, and Indonesia—are expected to
meet the SDG 1.1 target. Conversely, according to the latest data, over 30% of the
population in Niger, Uganda, Chad, Nigeria, and Burkina Faso still live in extreme
poverty (Figure 4).
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Pension coverage should be extended to a larger portion of the pensionable
population

Social protection systems include contributory and non-contributory schemes for
children, pregnant women with newborns, people in active age, older persons,
victims of work injuries, and persons with disabilities. Social protection floors
provide at least a basic level in all main contingencies along the life cycle as
defined in the Social Protection Floors Recommendation 2012 (no. 202) referred
to in SDG 1.3 (UNSD, SDG metadata).

Figure 5: Proportion of Population above Statutory Pensionable Age Receiving a
Pension (%), 2000 vs. 2023
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