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ESCAP secretariat 

• UN ESCAP is one of the five regional commissions under the jurisdiction of the United Nations 

Economic and Social Council. Our counterpart for Europe is UN ECE

• Intergovernmental platform for exchanges, technical assistance and capacity buildings

ESCAP Transport Division: 

• Various technical themes of work: transport connectivity, logistics, digitalization, low carbon etc.

• Inter-governmental agreements on Asian Highway, Trans-Asian Railway Networks and Dry Ports

• Organize intergovernmental events, Ministerial Conferences on Transport, Regional Meetings etc. 

• Undertake study projects, conduct technical research, capacity building workshops   



 Serves as a common voice on development, 

specifically achieving the Sustainable 

Development Goals 

 Provides a platform of exchanges for countries 

in the region to develop common solutions to 

development challenges 

 Undertakes research/work on 3 main pillars: 

“economic, social and environment” to support 

policymakers and stakeholders 

 Assists countries, to build their development 

capacity 

What role does ESCAP play?



Transport Division: 3 major pillars of work  Major thematic topics



Intergovernmental Infrastructure Agreements



Rural transport



 Rural connectivity is a lifeline for roughly 50% of the population of the

Asia-Pacific region.

 Majority of people suffering from extreme poverty in South and Southeast

Asia predominantly lived in rural communities.

 Limited transport connectivity has impeded access to education,

employment, healthcare, and other essential services

 Weak transport infrastructure also hindered the timely delivery of goods to

rural communities, high logistics cost.

 Digital and transport connectivity for socioeconomic resilience of

rural communities during the post-COVID-19 period in the Asia-

Pacific countries



Target countries: 

• Bangladesh

• Lao PDR

• Samoa 

Objective: 

To strengthen the capacity of government officials 

in target Asia-Pacific countries in special situations 

to develop innovative strategies for improving 

rural digital and transport connectivity for socio-

economic resilience. 

To achieve this objective, the project aims to:

 undertake national analytical studies 

 propose actionable strategies 

Joint implementation: 

• Transport Division

• Information and 

Communications 

Technology and 

Disaster Risk 

Reduction Division 



• Poor Accessibility: Many villages lack year-round, reliable, affordable 

transport.

• Low quality roads: Narrow, unpaved, not all weathered, and poorly 

maintained with big funding gaps.

• Climate Risks: Floods, cyclones, and disasters frequently disrupt mobility.

• Overloading: Oversized vehicles damage roads, raising safety risks.

• Fragmented network: Weak integration across road, water, rail, and 

digital.

• Limited Services: Restricted access to markets, healthcare, and education.

Rural Connectivity Challenges





Bangladesh
Challenges

• Poor Road Infrastructure: Over 40% of rural roads are unpaved or 

seasonally inaccessible.

• Limited Multimodal Connectivity: Rural areas lack seamless links 

between roads, waterways, and rail, creating bottlenecks.

• Weak Institutional & Digital Capacity: Limited coordination and 

insufficient ICT use hinder planning, monitoring, and logistics 

efficiency.

Way forward

• Upgrade Climate-Resilient Roads: Prioritize all-weather roads, 

flood-resilient bridges, and dedicated maintenance funds.

• Strengthen Multimodal Connectivity: Develop integrated transport 

hubs and expand rural feeder links for year-round access.

• Enhance Digital & Institutional Capacity: Deploy real-time 

monitoring systems and coordinate transport planning across 

agencies.

Before and After: a segment of 

rural road at Yousufpur UPC Road, 

Comilla District, Chattogram



Lao PDR
Challenges

• Poor Road Quality: Over 76% of rural roads are unpaved, 

becoming impassable during the rainy season.

• Geographical & Climatic Barriers: Mountains, floods, and storms 

increase costs and frequently damage infrastructure.

• Funding & Institutional Constraints: Heavy reliance on external 

funding and weak local capacity slow project implementation.

Way forward

• Infrastructure Development: Expanded roads, expressways, and dry 

ports, including the Lao-China Railway and Vientiane–Vang Vieng 

Expressway.

• Policy & Planning: Integrated rural access and economic corridors 

through national development and logistics plans.

• Development Partner Support: Partnered with ADB and World 

Bank to improve roads, climate resilience, and local capacity.



Samoa

Challenges

• Limited Inter-Island Aviation: Passenger flights between Upolu and Savaii 

are halted, restricting rural mobility.

• Unsafe Maritime Infrastructure: Wharf terminals, boats.

• High Dependence on Public Transport: Around 60% of households lack 

private vehicles, making residents reliant on buses and taxis.

Way forward

• Transport Infrastructure Upgrades: Improve roads, bridges, fords, ferry 

terminals, and airports for safe, all-weather access.

• Policy, Planning & Institutional Strengthening: Implement the Transport 

and Infrastructure Sector Plan with climate resilience, gender equality, and 

community participation.

• Public Transport Improvements: Regulate buses and taxis, formalize 

routes and timetables, and enhance service quality and affordability.



Actional strategies: Transport Policy 



Actionable strategies: Improving infrastructure 



Actionable strategies: Rural road safety



Actionable strategies: Digital and transport connectivity 



New study project on “Accelerating collective action in the third decade of

the Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing Countries (2024-

2034) through strengthening operational connectivity along the Asian

Highway Network and its connections”

• Enhance transport connectivity, improve operational efficiency, and

advance environmentally sustainable solutions through a regional

framework for sustainable transport corridors, bringing mutual

socioeconomic benefits to landlocked developing countries (LLDCs) and

transiting countries

• Your support and participation will be most welcomed
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